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Class Subject:	Theology 101: Theology Proper: The Person-Hood of God. – His Existence, Knowability, Essence, Attributes, Nature, Trinity and Triunity.

Hymn of the Faith: “Holy, Holy, Holy”
1.	Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
	Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
	Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty,
	God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2.	Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee,
	casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
	cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
	which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

3.	Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee,
	though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
	only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
	perfect in power, in love and purity.

4.	Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
	All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
	Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty,
	God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

Lesson: #1: Part One: The Existence, Essence and Nature of God

1. Catechism Questions on Who God is for Children. 
Questions about God
1.Q. Who made you?
A. God made me (Gn 1:26, 27; 2:7; Ec 12:1; Acts 17:24-29).
2.Q. What else did God make?
A. God made all things (Gn 1, esp. verses 1, 31; Acts 14:15; Rm 11:36; Col 1:16).
3.Q. Why did God make you and all things?
A. For his own glory (Ps 19:1; Jer 9:23, 24; Rv 4:11).
4.Q. How can you glorify God?
A. By loving him and doing what he commands (Ec 12:13; Mk 12:29-31; Jn 15:8-10; 1 Cor 10:31).
5.Q. Why ought you to glorify God?
A. Because he made me and takes care of me (Rm 11:36; Rv 4:11; cf. Dan 4:37).
6.Q. Are there more gods than one?
A. There is only one God (Deut 6:4; Jer 10:10; Mk 12:29; Acts 17:22-31).
7.Q. In how many persons does this one God exist?
A. In three persons (Mt 3:16, 17; Jn 5:23; 10:30; 14:9, 10; 15:26; 16:13-15; 1 Jn 5:20; Rv 1:4, 5).
8.Q. Who are they?
A. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14; 1 Pet 1:2; Jude 20, 21).
9.Q. Who is God?
A. God is a Spirit, and does not have a body like men (Jn 4:24; 2 Cor 3:17; 1 Tim 1:17).
10.Q. Where is God?
A. God is everywhere (Ps 139:7-12; Jer 23:23,24; Acts 17:27,28).
11.Q. Can you see God?
A. No. I cannot see God, but he always sees me (Ex 33:20; Jn 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16; Ps 139 esp. vv. 1-5: Pr 5:21; Hb 4:12, 13).
12.Q. Does God know all things?
A. Yes. Nothing can be hidden from God (1 Chron 28:9; 2 Chron 16:9; Lk 12:6, 7; Rm 2:16).
13.Q. Can God do all things?
A. Yes. God can do all his holy will (Ps 147:5; Jer 32:17; Dan 4:34, 35; Eph 1:11).
14.Q. Where do you learn how to love and obey God?
A. In the Bible alone (Job 11:7; Ps 119:104; Is 8:20; Mt 22:29; 2 Tim 3:15-17).
2. Part Two: The Existence of God – How do we know that God exists?

A. The Evidence of God is within all peoples who have been given a created God sense and consciousness placed within the human heart of man at the moment of Creation. (Ecclesiastes 3:11; 12:13,14)

1. We are all subjected to spiritual realms of truth.

1. Romans 1:1-15, 16,17 		The Power of the Gospel
1. Romans 1:18, 20-23		The Power of Creation: General Revelation
1. Romans 1:19			The Power of The Word: Special Revelation
1. Romans 1:24-32; 3:23; 6:23	The Power of Sin
1. Psalm 14:1; 53:1		The Power of Irrational Foolishness

2. We are all required to put our faith in true objects worthy of our faith.

1. Currently Held World Views:

a. Naturalism:
b. Pantheism:
c. Theism:
d. Spiritism / Polytheism:
e. Postmodernism:	
1. The Word of God: (Bibliology) The Reliability and Authenticity of the Holy Scriptures.

1. The Person and Character of Almighty God. (Traditional Proofs for the Existence of God):
a. The Cosmological Argument:
b. The Teleological Argument:
c. The Ontological Argument:
d. The Moral Argument:
B. The Evidence of God is found within the pages of Scripture, Nature and in Changed lives.
1. II Corinthians 4:4; I Corinthians 1:21; I Corinthians 2:5
4. Part Three: The Knowability of God: How much of God can we know?
	A. God wants to be known:
1. Hebrews 1:1-3; John 1:18
B. God wants to be understood, as much as we (the creation, finite) can understand (the Creator who is Infinite): The Incomprehensibility of God!
1. Psalm 139:6; Psalm 145:3; Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 55:9; Romans 11:33-36; I Corinthians 2:10-12
C. Even in eternity present and future we will forever be learning who God is.
1. John 17:3; Philippians 3:10; I John 2:3, 13; I John 4:8; I John 5:20; Jeremiah 9:23,24; Colossians 1:10
4. Part Four: His Spirituality: How is God different from us and the same as us?

· John 4:24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

· He is ___________________ and Incorporeal: Anthropomorphisms: (Hands) Isaiah 65:2; Hebrews 1:10; (Feet) Genesis 3:8; Psalm 8:6; (Eyes) I Kings 8:29; 2 Chronicles 16:9; (Ears) Nehemiah 1:6; Psalm 34:15

· He is ____________________: God’s invisibility means that God’s total essence, all of His spiritual being, will never be able to be seen by us, yet God still shows Himself to us through visible, created things. 

The Second Commandment: Exodus 20:4,5; John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time.” Paul called Him the invisible God. (Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:15; I Timothy 1:17) 

Then why does it suggest in Scripture that some men saw God? Who did they see? Jacob: (Genesis 32:30); Moses: (Exodus 3:6, 24:9,10; 33:11; Isaiah: (Isaiah 6:1; See: Hebrews 1:1-3)

What is a Theophany or Christophany?: (John 1:18, 14:9; Colossians 1:15) 

Will we see God in Heaven? (Matthew 5:8; I john 3:2; Revelation 1:4,7; 4:2,3; 5:6)

· He is ___________________: He is called, “The Living God.” He is the source of all life. (Psalm 115:3-9)

· He is a __________________: He is a self-conscious being with feelings, thoughts, self-determination. He has personality: intellect, sensibility, volition. He speaks, sees, hears, can get angry / shows emotion, loves, hates, becomes jealous, shows compassion. He is the ruler, sustainer of all things.

· He is Self-___________________: He doesn’t need any outside source to create or sustain His Person, existence. He is the first cause and in Himself there is no cause. He says of Himself, “I AM that I AM.” (Exodus 3:14)

· His _____________________: God is not limited to time or space as we know it. He exists apart from and in intimacy to His creation, wherever, whenever, however He chooses. 

· His _____________________: Without beginning or ending. 

5. Part Five: The Attributes of God: How is God different from us and the same as us?

	A. His Non-Moral Attributes:

· He is ____________________: He knows all things. God fully knows Himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act. He always knows all things at once. Psalm 139:1-4; Proverbs 15:3; Hebrews 4:13

What about foreknowledge, decrees and providence? How do they all work together for good?

· He is ____________________: He eternally exists in the present at all times on the time line. Psalm 139:7-12 - He is as close as our breath.

· He is ____________________: He is sovereignly over all things. The High King of heaven. No one is higher or greater than God. II Timothy 2:13; Hebrews 6:18; James 1:13

· He is ____________________: He doesn’t change because He is perfect and doesn’t need to change. He eternally exists and is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Psalm 90:2; 102:27; Isaiah 57:15; I Timothy 6:18; James 1:17; Malachi 3:6

	B. His Moral Attributes:

· He is ______________________: God’s holiness means that He is separated from sin and devoted to seeking His own honor. (Leviticus 11:44,45; Exodus 19:12,13,21-25) A right view of the holiness of God will lead to a right view of sin, fallenness and eternal justice.

1.) There is a chasm between God and Man. (Isaiah 59:1; Habakkuk 1:13)

2.) Man must approach God through the merits of another: Jesus Christ.  (Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8)

3.) Man must approach God in reverence and holy fear. (Proverbs 1:7) 

· He is Righteous and __________________________: (II Chronicles 12:6; Ezra 9:15; Nehemiah 9:33; Psalm 89:14; Isaiah 45:21; Daniel 9:4; John 17:25; II Timothy 4:8; Revelation 16:5)

· He is ____________________: He is holy, righteous, full of truth, love, grace and mercy. The goodness of God means that God is the final standard of good, and that all God is and does is worthy of praise and approval from His creation. His mercy is His goodness toward those in distress, His grace is His goodness toward those who deserve only punishment, and His patience is His goodness toward those who continue to sin over a period of time. (Psalm 34:8; 100:5; 106:1; 107:1; Mark 10:18)

· He is _____________________: This is not just an emotional response to His creation but a volitional one based out of His divine nature. (II Corinthians 13:11; I John 4:8,16; John 14:23)

· He is _____________________: God’s peace means that in God’s being and in His actions He is separate from all confusion and disorder, yet He is continually active in innumerable well-ordered, fully controlled, simultaneous actions. (Romans 15:33; 16:20; Philippians 4:9; I Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20; I Corinthians 14:33

· He is _____________________: He is affectionate and seeks to bless His creation that He has made. (Psalm 145:9, 15,16; Job 38:41; Ephesians 2:10)

· He is Gracious and ___________________________: Grace: Giving us what we don’t deserve. Merciful: Not giving us what we do deserve. (Romans 2:4,5; Ephesians 2:4; James 5:11; I Peter 3:20; II Peter 3:9,15)

· He is Faithful and __________________: God’s truthfulness means that He is the true God, and that all His knowledge and words are both true and the final standard of truth. (Lamentations 3:23,24; John 17:3; 18:38)

· He is All __________________: He is Wisdom: God’s wisdom means that God always chooses the best goals and the best means to achieve those goals. (Romans 11:33; 16:27; I Corinthians 1:18-20, 24,30)

Practical Application and Considerations:

· Having gone through this study today what would you say you now know of God you didn’t know before? Who is He and what does He now mean to you? How will your knowledge of His person and attributes change you?

6. Part Six: Knowing the Personhood of God: 

C. His Unity:

· Definition: By the unity of God we mean that there is but one God and that the divine nature is undivided and indivisible. – Thiessen (Deut. 4:35,39; I Kings 8:60; Isaiah 45:5,6; Zechariah 14:9; Mark 12:29-32; John 17:3; I Corinthians 8:4-6; I Timothy 2:5)

· What is the definition of Polytheism as opposed to Monotheism? What are the three great religions that are monotheistic? (Deuteronomy 6:4)

· How is Unity different from a Unit? How does that relate to the Unity of God? How does Judaism and Islam view these two views?

D. His Triunity:

· Strong says: “Reason shows us the unity of God, Revelation shows us the trinity of God.”

· Does the word “Trinity” appear at all in the Bible? Is this proof enough that it isn’t true? (Rapture)

· Definition: By the trinity we mean that there are three eternal distinctions in the one divine essence, known respectively as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. These three distinctions are three persons, and so we speak of the tri-personality of God. The members of the trinity are equal in nature, distinct in Persons, and subordinate in their duties.

· How do we approach such a truth that seems impossible to reconcile in our minds?  We must choose to either submit our thinking to the authority of Scripture and simply believe by faith, bringing man up to God, (or) we submit the Holy Scriptures to our thinking bringing God down to man.

· Biblical Examples of the three Persons of the Trinity working together in Unity: (Genesis 1:1 Elohim; Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7; Isaiah 6:8; Matthew 3:16,17; John 14:16)

· Summary Statement: 1.) God is three Persons. 2.) Each Person is fully God. 3.) There is One God.

· The Father is recognized in Scripture as God: (John 6:27 and many other verses) All the attributes of deity are attributed to God the Father. 

· The Son is recognized as God: (Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37, 16:15; Luke 20:41-44; John 1:1-4, 20:28) All the attributes of deity are attributed to Jesus Christ the Son.

· The Holy Spirit is recognized as God: (John 14:17, 16:13; I Corinthians 12:4-6; II Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; I Peter 1:2; Jude 20,21) All the attributes of deity are attributed to the Holy Spirit.

· There is One God. (Exodus 15:11; Isaiah 45:5,6, 21,22, 44:6-8)

· Imperfect Illustrations and Analogies to the Trinity of God: What’s the problem with these analogies? How do they fall short in fully illustrating the Trinity?

1.) The Human Mind.  2.) The (3) leaf clover. 3.) A tree: Trunk, Branches, Leaves. 4.) Water: Ice, Water, Steam. 5.) A Man who is a farmer, Husband, Father. 6.) The triune nature of man: Mind or Intellect, Emotions, Will. 7.) The Atom: Protons, Neutrons, Electrons. 8.) An Egg: Shell, White, Yolk. 9.) Marriage: Man, Woman, God. 10.) The Church: The Pastor, The Elders, The Congregation

· Theological Errors on the Trinity:

1.) Tritheism: Three gods.

2.) Modalism: God appears to us in three different modes or manifestations.

3.) Arianism: (Arius, Bishop of Alexandria. Views condemned at the Council of Nicea in AD 325) God the Son created by God the Father. Like the Father but under the Father as a created being from the Father. 

Colossians 1:15 “Firstborn of the Father” - What does “first born” SON: (prototokos) mean? The Virgin Birth is another cardinal doctrine of the Christian church. The Head of Christ is the Father. The Holy Spirit always glorifies the Son and the Son always glorifies the Father, and yet they are One.

4.) Subordinationalism: The Son eternally existed with the Father but was inferior and a subordinate of the Father.

5.) Adoptionism: Jesus lived on earth as an ordinary man but at His baptism Jesus adopted Him as His Son making Him an exalted man.

· Why is the Doctrine of the Trinity so essential to Christianity? A Cardinal Doctrine. Look to all false Religions and Cults as to their view of the Trinity.

1.) The Atonement. If Jesus were but a man He could not bear the sins of the world and satisfy the wrath and legal justice of the Father.

2.) Justification by faith alone is threatened because can we trust Christ to save us completely?

3.) Should we pray and worship a creation of God? 

4.) The unity of the universe is at stake. The example of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit as three Persons in One essence speaks to the unity within the universe. 

5.) The heart of the Christian faith is at stake. Every error can be traced back to a false view of God’s Person in His Unity and Trinity.

· The Attributes of the Trinity:

Attributes:		Father:			Son: 			Holy Spirit:
Omnipresence		Jer. 23:24		Matt. 28:20		Psa. 139:7-12
Omnipotence		Rom. 1:16		Matt. 28:28		Rom. 15:19
Omniscience		Rom. 11:33		Jn. 21:17		Jn. 14:26
Immutability		Mal. 3:6		Heb. 13:8		Haggai 2:5
Eternality		Psa. 90:2		Jn. 1:1			Heb. 9:14
Holiness		Lev. 19:2		Heb. 4:15		name “Holy”
Love			I Jn. 3:1			Matt. 9:36		name “Comforter”		

· The Work of the Trinity:

Work:			Father:			Son:			Holy Spirit:
Creation		Psa. 102:25		Jn. 1:3			Gen. 1:2
Creation of Man	Gen. 2:7		Col. 1:16		Job 33:4
Death of Christ		Isa. 53:10		Jn. 10:18		Heb. 9:24
Resurrection of Christ	Acts 2:32		Jn. 2:19			I Peter 3:18
Inspiration		Heb. 1:1,2		I Peter 1:10,11		II Peter 1:21
Indwelling Believers	Eph. 4:6		Col. 1:7			I Cor. 6:19
Authority of Ministry	II Cor. 3:4-6		I Tim. 1:12		Acts 20:28
Security of the Believer	Jn. 10:29		Phil. 1:6		Eph. 1:13,14
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