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Class Subject:   Pneumatology 301: The Study of the Nature, Person, Character and Ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson: #1: 	Why is the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit: Pneumatology, so essential and timely for the believer and for the church today? This class will cover this neglected Christian doctrine of the Holy Spirit and will discuss the implications of its neglect on the believer and on the church.

1. Why the Essential Doctrine of the Holy Spirit?
A. The Essential Importance of the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit: 1.) Intellectually. 2.) Spiritually. 3.) Practically.

1. What is Pneumatology? 
1. John 4:23,24
SPIRIT: ______________________________________________________________________________TRUTH

The Holy Spirit =


2. How is it possible that this third member of the Trinity and the One most present with us today is often the most neglected or misunderstood member of the Godhead?  Because:
1. The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, guides us into all truth and never speaks of Himself but always gives preference and glory to the Son.

1. The work of the Holy Spirit seems to be less public then the other three members of the Trinity. 

1. The symbolic manifestations of the Holy spirit as Wind, Fire, a Dove, Dew, Rain causes us to find it difficult to see Him and understand Him to be a Person. 

1. In the old King James Version, the term, “Holy Ghost” seems otherworldly and spiritually spooky.

	B. The Tragic Implications of its Neglect:
		1.) Confusion breeds false doctrine, counterfeit faith and disunity in the Body of Christ.

3. Is it true that our practice (practical theology) flows out of and from Doctrine (what and from whom we are being taught)?
		2.) Clarity sows understanding and spiritual growth.
		3.) Sound doctrine produces respect for:
			(a.) The Inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures
			(b.) True teaching on Creation and the foundations of faith.
(c.) True Apologetic against false teachings and “Christian behaviors” within Christianity.
 
4. What are some contemporary evidences of bad teachings on the Holy Spirit that have led to heretical behaviors in the Church today?
5. R.A. Torrey wrote of three essential aspects that come from a correct and sound doctrinal teaching on the Holy Spirit, They are: (I have added two more)
1. ________________________________________. 

1. ________________________________________.

1. ________________________________________.

1. ________________________________________.

1. ________________________________________.
2. Who is the Person of the Holy Spirit?
	A. Who He’s NOT:

5. How do most uneducated people view the Holy Spirit? What are the implications of those erroneous views? 

1. An ___________________________. (Romans 8:16)
1. A ____________________________: “Let the ‘force’ be with you!”
1. An ___________________________: JW’s
1. ______________________________: One of three Modes within the Godhead.
1. Like Man. (I Corinthians 2:11)

	B. Who HE IS:
		1.) He is a Person with a personality.
		2.) He is the Third Person of the Godhead / Trinity.
		3.) He is sent by the Son and proceeds from the Father. (John 15:26)
		4.) He has been given many Names .

6. How do we define personhood? What are the implications of our belief?

7. How do we know the Holy Spirit is a Person in His work, in what He does?
1. He thinks. – Romans  8:27; I Corinthians 2:10,11

1. He feels. – Ephesians  4:30

1. He speaks – Acts 10:19,20, 28:25; Hebrews 1:1,2 

1. He decides. – Acts 13:2

1. He teaches – John 14:26

1. He testifies – John 15:26

1. He guides – Romans 8:14

1. He strives with sinners – Genesis 6:3

1. He works. – Acts 8:39,40
1. He prays. – Romans 8:26,27

1. He commands. – Acts 8:38

1. He intercedes. – Romans 8:26

1. He searches. – I Corinthians 2:10
1. He renews. – Isaiah 32:15

1. He convicts of sin, righteousness and of coming judgment. – John 16:8-11

1. He regenerates. – John 3:3,5; Titus 3:5,
1. He loves. – Romans 15:30
1. He gives life. – Psalm 104:30; Matthew 1:18-20

1. He baptizes. – Acts 2:17-41

1. He purifies. – John 16:8-11

1. He sanctifies. – Romans 8:4, 15,16, 15:16; I Corinthians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; I Peter 1:2

1. He reveals and enlightens. (Illumination) - 

1. He indwells. – Romans 8:11

1. He calls. - Revelation 22:17

1. He sends workers – Acts 13:4

1. He Comforts. – John 16:7; Acts 9:31

1. He empowers. - He helps in our weaknesses – Romans 8:26

1. He intercedes – Romans 8:26

1. He forbids. – Acts 16:6,7

1. He anoints – I John 2:20,27
1. He gives gifts: - I Corinthians 12: 
1. He unifies. – Acts 2:44-47; Ephesians 4:3; Philippians 2:1,2

1. He can be lied to. – Acts 5:1,2

1. He can be resisted. – Acts 7:51

1. He can be grieved. – Ephesians 4:30

1. He can be quenched. – I Thessalonians 5:19

1. He can be insulted. – Hebrews 10:29

1. He can be blasphemed. – Matthew 12:22, 24, 28, 31

8. Practically, How does the Holy Spirit work in the unbeliever and believer today? (See Romans  8:28-30)
Our Old Nature				Our New Nature			        Our Glorified Nature
Pre-Conversion:				Conversion:				        Post-Conversion:
1. _________________________	1. _________________________ 	1. _________________________
2. _________________________	2. _________________________	2. _________________________
3. _________________________	3. _________________________	3. _________________________
4. _________________________	4. _________________________	4. _________________________

9. What then are the three tenses of Sanctification and the Sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit?
Past:					Present:				Future:
My Position				My Practice				My Future Glory
Hebrews 3:1				I Thessalonians 5:28			I John 3:2
I have been:				I am being:				I shall be:
10. How do we know that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity / Godhead?
1. He was called “GOD” – Acts 5:3,4

1. He is joined with the Father and the Son – Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14
1. He is Eternal – Hebrews 9:14

1. He is Omnipotent – Luke 1:35

1. He is Omniscient – I Corinthians 2:10,11

1. He is Omnipresent – Psalm 139:7-13

1. He is Creator –Genesis 1:2

1. He is Sovereign – I Corinthians 12:7,11

1. He brings a new creation – John 3:3,8

1. He always gives glory to the Son. 
11. Why is the teaching of “Procession” from John 15:26 so controversial and confusing?

C. What HE DOES: (He brings evidence of God’s presence and His Blessings.)

12. What are some of the Names of the Holy Spirit that speaks to Who He is and what He does?
1. Spirit of God – Genesis 1:2

1. Spirit of The Lord God – Isaiah 61:1

1. Spirit of Your Father – Matthew 10:20

1. Spirit of Grace – Zechariah 12:10

1. Spirit of Christ / Spirit of Jesus – I Peter 1:11; Acts 16:7
 
1. Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead – Romans 8:11

1. Spirit of Truth – John 14:17

1. Spirit of Holiness – Romans 1:4
1. Spirit of Life – Romans 8:2

1. Spirit of Christ – Romans 8:9

1. Spirit of Adoption – Romans 8:15
1. Spirit of His Son – Galatians 6:4 
1. Spirit of Glory – I Peter 4:14 

1. Spirit of Grace – Hebrews 10:29

1. Spirit of Wisdom – Ephesians 1:17

1. Spirit of Prophecy – Revelation 19:10 

1. Spirit of Truth – John 17:17

1. My Spirit – Genesis 6:3 

1. Holy Spirit – Psalm 51:11

1. The Helper – John 14:16,26 

1. The Comforter – John 14:16

1. Eternal Spirit – Hebrews 9:14


13. What is the one truth I am taking from today’s class that will change my mind, my heart and my life?
 Come Holy Spirit
By Gloria and Bill Gaither

1. Come, as a wisdom to children; Come as new sight to the blind, Come, Lord, as a strength to my weakness; Take me: Soul, Body and Mind. Refrain: Come, Holy Spirit I need You; Come sweet Spirit I pray, Come in Your strength and Your power; Come, in Your own gentle way.
2. Come, as a rest to the weary; Come as a balm for the sore, Come as a dew to my dryness; Fill me with joy evermore. Refrain: 	
3. Come, like a spring in the desert; Come to the withered of soul, O let Your sweet healing power – Touch me and make me whole. Refrain: 
Spirit Song
By John Wimber

1. O let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love; let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. O let Him have the things that hold you, and His Spirit like a dove, will descend upon your heart and make you whole.

Refrain: 	Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
		Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs

2. O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy; Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. O give Him all your tears and sadness; give Him all your years of pain, and you’ll enter into life in Jesus name.

Refrain: 	Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
		Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs

Spirit of the Living God
By Daniel Iverson

1. Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.

2. Soul of heaven, heart of God, wash over me. Soul of heaven, heart of God, wash over me. Cleanse me, teach me, hold me, reach me. Soul of heaven, heart of God, wash over me.

3. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear. Shield me, free me, call me, lead me. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear.

Sweet, Sweet Spirit
By Doris Akers

There’s a sweet, sweet, Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord. 

There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet, Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with Your love. And for these blessings, we lift our hearts in praise, without a doubt we’ll know, that we have been revived, when we shall leave this place.
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