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Bring it Home / Introduction: To my shame, we will be talking a little bit about shame this morning, I picked a movie this past week and watched it all the way through. The language in the film was insulting to the believer. I knew better but was engrossed in the plot. Cheri’ on the other hand wisely tuned it out. To my shame, I didn’t lead her by turning it off when the first bad word came through the speakers. What we would have called even ten years ago, “Shock Words” are now so common that wherever you go you hear people speaking expletives, swear words, without even thinking about what they just said. It’s a growing epidemic. Where do you go from the “F-Word”? Where do you go when you’ve already experienced the bottom? Okay, where you go is to use it in a sentence over and over and over again until it loses its meaning and shock. It’s almost as if we’ve lost our collective minds and our ability to put an intelligent sentence together.

This morning I want you to know our outline is not meant to shock you. It’s simply a tool to get our attention. The Psalmist, King David was also interested in tools of speech to get his reader’s attention. This Psalm is an acrostic using the Hebrew alphabet. There are many psalms just like it, Psalm 119: is the best known and most perfect example of this Hebrew form of writing, speaking and even memorizing.

Some have called this Psalm, “A Psalm of great sorrow,” This may be a bit misleading in that even though David’s heart was grieved over some unknown issue of concern to us now thousands of years later, David used his poetic writings to get down to business with God. (God’s Ways in Dark Days) Some of you have come in, to the sanctuary of the Lord, with great sorrow. You carry it like a great weight on your back and shoulders. You can tell just by looking at you, your countenance betrays your heart. 

Your life may be filled with grief over the loss of a precious and beloved loved one. You may be grieving over a besetting sin, an unsaved loved one, financial, physical, emotional, relational issues that maybe no one knows about but you. You feel as if you are sitting alone here this morning, in isolation even though there are people all around you. It’s almost like the uncomfortable spotlight of God’s glory has singled you out for some special sorrow and grief. Can I assure you this morning? You are not alone. This is the very reason God allowed these great psalms of David to find their way, providentially, into this sacred book we call the Bible: The Word of God. We all suffer from the same diseases of being human.  

1. For Christ’s Sake! (Psalm 25:1-5) Read.

· Protect me. Vss.1-3
· Vindicate me. Vs.3b
· Show me. Vs.4
· Guide me. Vss.5

Let me try and put you into David’s sandals for a moment. We’ve already tried to set this psalm up. We really don’t know the exact occasion for David’s sorrow and grief. We know his life was filled with it. He was constantly chased, overwhelmed with those who sought to murder him or at the very least destroy him. Their motives came from the pit of hell itself. Jealousy, envy, revenge, sedition, treason, betrayal: all the vices of men that cause us to want to just give up and give in to their evil schemes. David didn’t let it fester within his soul. He talked it out, he prayed it out, he reasoned it out and he eventually came to the inevitable conclusion of faith and trust and assurance that His God was still an ever-present help in trouble. Thank You, JESUS!

Let me try and illustrate David’s spiritual condition with this illustration from FB Meyer: He was sailing from Northern Ireland into a seaside port on the coast of England. Nothing could be seen through a dense curtain of fog and darkness except a confusing array of misty lights on the shoreline. Wondering how the Captain of the ship could possibly navigate the ship into safe harbor on such a dismal night he asked the mariner the question, “How can you see to steer the ship on this dark night?” The captain answered, “Do you see that big light on the shore to your left?” Meyer shook his head Yes. “Do you see the other light over there to the right? Now, do you see the bigger light in the middle?” Meyer shook his head in affirmation. The captain said, “Keep your eyes on those three lights and watch and see what happens.” As the ship sailed ahead, the large light on the left gradually merged into the light on right eclipsing the brighter light in the middle until they all merged together as one. The captain confidently said, “All I have to do is navigate this ship until the three lights become one then I sail straight ahead.” The glory of the Father, the Radiance of Christ Jesus His beloved Son and the Holy Spirit guide us daily into safe harbor through the Word of God. And through His Word we know His will and can safely guide our ship into port.   

Like King David most of us feel at times as if we are cast adrift upon uncertain seas and when we try to look for direction all we see is fog, mist, and an uncertain shoreline. We could lose heart were it not for those three lights that are also one. David confesses before an audience of billions of readers down through the centuries: 

· Protect me. Vss.1-3 First off, David affirmed his faith in God by saying, “To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in You I trust.” Would you agree, sometimes we have to say what we believe out-loud, so we can hear ourselves say it. We think we believe it, but we need a reassurance in our faith.

· Vindicate me. Vs.3b Secondly, David needed to reassure himself with these words, “Let no one who waits on You be ashamed.” Let those be ashamed who deal treacherously without cause.” This word, “Shame” is somewhat different then what we would normally define it. The word occurs once in verse two and two times in verse three. This isn’t embarrassment over some sin or foolish choice we might make, it is rather being disappointed in something or someone, disappointed for having put your trust and confidence in something or someone only to have it betrayed. David is essentially affirming his confidence in the character of God Himself who is always there for us and will always fulfill His promises to us. It may seem as if God has abandoned you but know this, be confident in this truth: God is without fault and can be relied on to do what He has promised. We’ve heard it said, “God is the God of the eleventh hour.” God is never early but always on time.

· Show me, Lead me. Vss.4-5 David asks for God to reveal Himself to David, to renew his confidence in the will of God and the paths that God wants us to follow. All God’s pathways eventually lead to Him. David asks for instruction in learning the paths and ways of God. A good idea for all of us to consider. We need teachable hearts. For Christ’s sake we need to ask for His protection from the scheming and deceitful ways of the enemy. We need to ask God to set us right and trust Him to vindicate us and ultimately help set us on the right path going in the right direction.

2. For Goodness Sake! (25:6-10) Read.

· Forgive me. Vs.7 Three times David asks God to remember in verses six and seven. First of all, David asks God to remember His own character and goodness. From the beginning of time God has always been merciful and His loving-kindness has been a source and resource of great comfort to His people. Secondly, here in verse seven David asks God to NOT remember David’s sins. Sins of his youth. Sins done in foolishness. Sins then and sins now. David cries out for God’s mercy. Another good idea. For goodness sake forgive us, Lord!  

· Teach me. Vs.8 God is good all the time, right? All the time God is good. God is good because we can sit under His instruction to know and understand His law and requirements. We are taught in the way, on the way. 

· Guide me. Vss.9,10 To be taught one must be teachable, ready to receive instruction. It is always a concern to me when people who say they are believers show little to no hunger for being taught in the way and on the way of their lives. When we speak with our choices we have no time for God it becomes evident where our choices are leading us. We need guidance. “All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, what’s the caveat here? TO such as keep His covenant and His testimonies.” Show me a person in the Word and I will show you the Word in that person. For Goodness sake forgive me, teach me and guide me in Your ways, O God!

3. For God’s Sake! (25:11-15) Read.

· Pardon me. Vs.11 How essential is it for the true believer to keep short accounts with God? What I mean here is being sensitive to sin in your life. Romans 8:16 reminds us that God’s Spirit bears witness with God’s Spirit that we are children of God. How’s your conscience doing? The word conscience means to agree with yourself. When you are doing battle with yourself in your own mind and heart it is because the Spirit of the living God is convicting you of sin. 

How do you know it is sin? Because the Word of God is dwelling richly within you. The truth can only set you free if you listen to it and then apply it to your life. Freedom is available to every believer in Christ. It is for the taking. It is already ours. God guarantees it. He’s already purchased it through His blood atonement. We’ve been pardoned who once were declared guilty as charged. David says, “Pardon my iniquity for it is great!” Do you have that same sense? The overwhelming mountain of your sin? Or, do you think it nonsense? I’m honestly not too concerned about a person who is under great conviction over his or her sin because I know the conscience is still alive and well. When the conscience is seared that’s when we need to be alarmed. For God’s sake pardon me! 

· Humble me. Vss.12-15 “Who is the man who fears the Lord?” The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, Solomon said. Do you fear God? The problem with the people of Israel during the time of the Judges was there was no fear of God before their eyes. Do you fear displeasing God? Do you fear dishonoring God? Do you fear the discipline of God? How will you know if you do? You will stand before the glory of God with your head bowed in worship and respect. For God’s sake learn to fear God before He strikes you down. Fall on Christ before He falls on you. 

The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him. He will show them His covenant. In other words, God’s promises will be known, shown and experienced in full measure. God is faithful even when we are not. 

I heard an amazing illustration the other day that fits perfectly here at this point. We are never safer then when in the hands of Almighty God. During the Korean War there was a true story of a young man in a bunker with his sergeant, the gunfire and mortar fire was raining like lightning from heaven all around them. The sergeant gave the order to the private to move out to recover some of the men who were wounded and the fallen bodies of his fellow soldiers and drag them back out of enemy fire. Over an extended period of time, the sergeant barked out his orders again to this young man to move out, the young man looked nervously at his watch and disobeyed the command, this happened three times over a period of an hour or so, until after the third time the young man climbed out of the bunker, the shell hole and did what he was commanded to do. The next day his commanding officer approached him and asked in utter annoyance and frustration what he was doing looking at his watch when he was disobeying direct orders. The young man answered respectfully, “Sir, I heard your command, I’m embarrassed to admit this but honestly I’m not right with God and I feared for my life. I was terrified to go into that shell fire, and then I remembered, that my godly mother told me what hour of each day my mother would be praying for me, and I waited until I knew for sure she was on her knees back home before I climbed out of that bunker. I went in confidence, knowing I was covered by God and with her prayers. Whatever happened I knew God would be with me.”

Do you fear God? For God’s sake you better start now before its too late. And for the rest of us concerned for our boys, our daughters, our grand-children, our friends and work associates, we can get on our knees and pray. Are you praying for me? For Cheri? For our elders and their wives? We desperately need protection and the covering of your prayers for us!
4. For Mercy Sake! (25:16-21) Read

· Comfort me. Vss.16-18 Whenever you need comfort where do you go? Shopping? The bottle? Your prescription drugs? Pornography? Entertainment? Your work? We are curious beings in that we often neglect what’s best for us and gravitate to the very things that will destroy us. For mercy sake look to Christ, look to the cross, look to the resurrected Lord. As David confessed, “the troubles of my heart have enlarged…” Trouble doesn’t dissipate they elevate and then they gravitate. Troubles will bring you down until you turn to look at the One who will bring you up. Go to Christ for Mercy Sake for forgiveness and comfort. 

· Deliver me. Vss.19-21 Deliverance is just a prayer away, a heart-beat away. We have not because we ask not. When in crisis it speaks to where your center is, your core values are. When pressed what’s inside will come out. When afflicted, when persecuted, when tried, when under great suffering, when squeezed what’s inside will come out. For Mercy Sake ask God for deliverance. Deliverance can only come after being Born Again.

5. For Heaven’s Sake! (25:22)

· Redeem me. Vs.22 This isn’t just a national prayer here. David was the representative head of Israel, so he was speaking for himself as well as for the nation. We are not kings and we are not the President of these United States, but our prayers can cover not only ourselves but also our families, our marriages, and YES even our nation. For Heaven’s sake Redeem us, O God!

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: And so, we pray together, for Christ’s sake: protect us Lord, vindicate us, Lord, show us Your ways and Your paths, O Lord. Guide us in Your paths for Your name’s sake. For Goodness sake forgive us, Lord, teach us Lord, lead us Lord. For God’s sake pardon our great sins, Lord and humble our prideful hearts, O God. For Mercy sake comfort us in all our afflictions as we go through this life and deliver us to heaven, for Heaven’s sake redeem us, redeem our families, redeem our community, redeem our church and our nation, for Your glory and for Thy great Kingdom we pray this. Amen.

(God’s Ways in Dark Days) A Prayer for Instruction. Can I encourage you as individuals and families to go through the family matters worksheet this week and seek to put feet to your faith in this amazing psalm and prayer for instruction in difficulty?

Communion Celebration: Responsive Reading - #647 “The Lord’s Supper”
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