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Bring it Home / Introduction: Scripture Reading: Romans 10:1-10

The one subject I would say characterized my ministry over the last 26 years would be the subject of salvation. While this saddens me to say it, this emphasis is woefully neglected in many of the churches in America today. We have succumbed to ‘Another gospel’ a ‘False Gospel,’ not the true gospel of Jesus Christ. We have camped on two verses out of Romans 10:9,10. Within these two verses we see the gospel according to Jesus. Going back to Romans 1:16 we are reminded of the power of the gospel to save, to regenerate, to cleanse, to sanctify and to one day even glorify us as the saints of God through so great salvation.

· We’ve sought to clarify and answer the question: What did Jesus mean when He said, “Follow Me?” For this indeed is the heart of the gospel. Ironically, none of us can or will follow Christ if we’ve not first been born again.

· 1.) We’ve looked at the Problem? (The Controversial Truth) The problem is we have wandered away from the historical, orthodox faith. The faith of the Old Testament Prophets, the faith of the New Testament Apostles, the faith of the first century believers and the faith of the Reformers in the Reformation. The Gospel is the new birth. From the life of Nicodemus in John chapter 3: we learned the gospel is new birth, Jesus said to Nicodemus: “You must be born again.” We did nothing to be born the first time and we can do nothing to be born the second time. There are no shortcuts to salvation! (The Five Solas: Scripture, Faith, Grace, Christ and the Glory of God)

· 2.) We’ve looked at a Definition of the Gospel? (The Definition of Truth) In John chapter 4: with the woman at the well we learned the gospel is True Worship. God is looking for ‘True Worshippers.’ Jesus went to the extreme poles: from the arrogance of a self-righteous Pharisee, in Nicodemus, to the depraved adulterous Samaritan woman. We discovered the gospel is also Light, it is life and death, as illustrated in the man born blind. The gospel is also Obedience, as illustrated in the example of the Rich Young Ruler. We discovered the gospel is Hard, as illustrated in the Publican and the sinner’s prayers: one haughty and self-righteous and the other humbled, broken and contrite. We learned the gospel is Costly, as illustrated by Judas, the betrayer of Jesus. And we learned the gospel is Free as illustrated in Jesus own words, “My yoke is easy; and My burden is light.”

· 3. What is the Truth? (The Gospel Truth) Last time we looked carefully at why Jesus spoke in Parables and specifically, the first parable of the Sower and the Seed, in Matthew 13: Jesus spoke of four kinds of hearers of the Gospel and only one true hearer, the last one is “Good Soil” and Born Again. We were startled to see that all four soils are the essentially the same, we are all made from dirt, the difference between the first three soils and the last one was the preparation of the farmer of the ground to receive the seed. It is God who prepares the human heart. None of us are saved by anything we can do on our own. Salvation is all of God.

4. What is Orthodox Christianity? (The Historical Orthodox Truth). We have taken our material from the Word of God but also from a book written by Dr. John MacArthur called, “The Gospel According to Jesus.” (I recommend it to you for your whole-hearted consideration). Some of you might be thinking to yourselves, “Why is this of such great importance to me, to us, for now?” The answer to that question should be obvious to each one of us by now. The nature of things is to decay, rot, suffer destruction, ruin and death. To keep something alive, vibrant, healthy, viable it must be pure – free from all pollutants. It is the nature of Satan to seek to pervert, disrupt, pollute and destroy whatever God has created. What God is; Satan seeks to be the opposite. Whatever God seeks to elevate; Satan seeks to destroy. One of his names is – “The Destroyer.”
Shall we answer as best we can this morning the question before us? Not only What Jesus meant when He said, “Follow Me.” But, what is Orthodox, historical Christianity? (The Story of Josh) 

Let’s explain what the historical, orthodox message of the gospel of Jesus Christ was, is and forever shall be, until Christ returns. The full gospel, the true gospel, the only gospel: The Gospel according to Jesus Christ. 

· The Call to REPENTANCE: The true church has always had a call to repentance. When Jesus started His earthly ministry, His call was a call of repentance. (Turn to Matthew 4:12-17) Whenever we hear a gospel presentation it should always include a call to repentance. Why? Because this is what Jesus did, and He is the perfect example and model of how it is to be done. Unfortunately, tragically, many gospel presentations exclude the subject of repentance. There is much confusion over what the definition of the true gospel really is, therefore we’ve gone to great lengths to clarify the Gospel according to Jesus. 

The gospel according to modern evangelists often shy away from repentance, because they think it too confrontational, too judgmental, too uncomfortable. These false teachers try and separate what God Himself has put together. You can’t have the one without the other. What does a true gospel presentation do? It makes you uncomfortable. It exposes sin under the brilliance of Christ’s righteousness. A true gospel presentation will bring conviction of sin and a sincere understanding of our own depravity.

What does a false Gospel do? What do false teachers do? They substitute repentance for simple faith, acceptance, intellectual and emotional consent and assent. We are warned in Scripture to not listen to a false gospel and to false teachers. What would a false gospel be? A message of faith without the need for repentance. 

Some might argue, salvation is regeneration and justification, whereas; repentance is an act of sanctification. In other words, we get saved and then we repent. What is the Biblical model? Think of the entire ministry of John the Baptist. What was his mission, his job description? ‘To prepare the way of the Lord.’ How did he do that? His message was a message of repentance. What is repentance? It is simply agreeing with God about our sinful state and turning from our sin towards salvation and the grace offered to us in the Person and work of Christ on the cross. 

REPENTANCE comes from the Greek word, (metanoia) which comes from the prefix (meta) meaning after and (noeo) which means afterthought or a change of mind. In the New Testament it always refers to a change of purpose and specifically a turning away from sin towards God. Repentance is not just being ashamed of our sin, or even being sorry for our sin, while those ideas are good in themselves, the Biblical concept of true repentance has as its fundamental bedrock truth a purposeful decision to forsake our sin and turn towards God and His righteousness. So, the notion of someone who continually repents of his or her sin but never seeks righteousness, one who has a sorrow for their sin but doesn’t ever lead them to authentic repentance and a changed life, may be suspect as a genuine believer. (See Romans 6:1-23)

The Gospel of repentance is a work of God. In ourselves, by ourselves, we cannot, and we will not change. It’s like (Wack-A-Mole) we can suppress one sin only to find another one lifting its ugly gopher head. (See Acts 11:18 as well as 2 Timothy 2:25) we are told repentance is a gift from God just as is grace, mercy and salvation. Repentance also includes the intellect, emotions and will. (Romans 10:9,10)

INTELLECTUALLY: We see our sin for what it is, an offense before the holiness and righteousness of God. (Romans 3:23; 6:23) We see ourselves as falling short of God’s standard of holiness and perfection. In this state we are ready to receive grace, mercy, forgiveness and salvation. If we are not repentant then the work of God in salvation is worthless and unnecessary. (REPEAT) We must intellectually understand the sacrificial death of Christ as our sin substitute. That we cannot save ourselves. That apart from God’s work of grace in our lives we will not respond in faith. Repentance is the first work of God in our salvation. Intellect alone cannot save you.

EMOTIONALLY: Genuine repentance has as an overflow of emotion and a great sorrow of our sinful state that leads us to salvation. Judas felt sorrow, but he didn’t repent. The Rich Young Ruler felt sorrow, but he did not repent. 2 Corinthians 7:10 tells us, “The sorrow is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret.” In the Old Testament, one way a person showed visibly his repentant heart was by wearing sackcloth and pouring ashes on his head. Emotion alone cannot save you.

VOLITIONALLY: Repentance involves a true change of heart and direction. It is a fundamental transformation of the will. It is the fruit of the root. MacArthur says, quote: Page 164 in his book, the Gospel According to Jesus, “Where there is no observable difference in conduct, there can be no confidence that repentance has taken place.” (Read Martin Lloyd Jones quote on page 164, 165)

(See Matthew 5:1-12) The Sermon on the Mount: The Beatitudes. (See MacArthur, pgs. 176,177)

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: Next time, we come together, Lord willing, we will do our utmost to look at the other five marks of historical, orthodox, Biblical Christianity and what is the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

My fervent prayer for each one of us, this morning, is for Biblical understanding to comprehend the doctrines of grace in our salvation. I would challenge each one of you to consider becoming a part of our Sunday morning Bible classes on theology. The study of theology gives us a coat hanger to hang our beliefs. I am concerned, beloved, with the woeful state of the Christian church today. If we do not understand our salvation, what it costs, what it is, who gave it to us and what our attitudes should be as a result, I’m fearful for the next generation and the state of the church for the future. We must return to Biblical orthodoxy and orthopraxy. Orthopraxy is the practical out working of what we believe. 

Do you know Jesus? Have you come to a place in your life where you were not only broken over your sin but repentant? Was there ever a change of mind, heart, will and direction? Do you think you’re going to heaven because of a prayer you prayed, your church membership, your baptism, your good works? Do you understand how your sin insults the holiness of Almighty God as the High King of Heaven? Would you say your life is in a constant state of sensitivity to the Word of God, the will of God and the way of God? If you do, would you say with me, “AMEN?”

Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion Celebration. 
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· The Nature of ____________________________.
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