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Bring it Home / Introduction: We are what we think? As a man thinks in his heart so is, he. This morning we are moving from the principles of Romans to the practical application of how we should then live. What we know and believe should find its manifestation in how we live, in the choices we make every moment of every day. 

As I was waking up yesterday, I got to thinking of my own spiritual journey and how painfully slow it seems most of the time. God brought to mind the picture of wearing a suit of clothing four or five sizes too big, just hanging all over me. Most of my clothing seems too tight, much of the time, but this suit of clothes was way too big, I was swimming in it. The analogy to my heart was that of growing in my faith. I don’t need to be any larger physically, but honestly, most of us, myself included, are way too thin spiritually. We need to grow in our faith. We need to have larger appetites for God and His Word. We need to be feeding 24/7/365 on the milk and meat of the Word of God. Let the Word of God dwell richly in you. 

If we are what we eat, spiritually, how undernourished are we really? The problem with most of us is that we feed on all the wrong things. Our hunger and appetites long for sugar, cake, candy bars and chips – all the junk food the world has to offer. We need to desire the sincere milk and meat of the Word so that we can grow into Christ-likeness. We wear the robes of Christ’s righteousness. We wear the suit of the Spirit. We need to grow into Christ’s fulness and stature. On a positive note, we need those before and after pictures of how thin and malnourished we were as a baby in Christ and now look at us, Sumu Warriors! F.A.T. Christians: Faithful, Available and Teachable!

Romans, chapters 1-11, in this amazing letter to the church in Rome, begins with the Principles of the Christian life. We are in this process of becoming who we already are, in our Position: in Christ Jesus. Our faith, our experience, our identity now, in Christ, will hopefully manifest itself in our Practice. Most of us have it all backwards. We try our hardest to practice our faith, thinking that practice makes perfect. When we go to our Doctor, we go to one who is ‘Practicing Medicine.’ We hope to God he or she has already mastered the principles. We don’t want someone practicing on us. We want someone who is confident in what he or she knows to be true and has been practically reinforced in those truths. 

We need to know that ‘Truth’ is a Person: The Lord Jesus Christ, then we can be set free to practice what we know and believe. This is why the Apostle Paul said over and over again, “That I might KNOW Him¸ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” (Greek: ginosko)

Is it unreasonable for the unbelieving world, your family, your friends, your work associates, your neighbors to see with each passing year, more and more of a family resemblance to Jesus? We now have His DNA. The blood of Christ has cleansed us from all sin. We should look and act more and more like Jesus. Not because we’ve made a religion of it; but because we are practicing what we already believe. So, as believers it is Perfect makes for Practice. “We are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling for it is God who works in us both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

Turn with me now to this great transition passage and these two great transition verses that will set the stage for a whole new section from the book of Romans: moving from principles to our practice. The practical outworking of our faith. Romans 12:1,2. 

Let’s review for a moment. Look at the last verse in chapter eleven verse thirty-six: “For of Him, and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen” Do you believe this verse? How would this world change if every professing believer who said they believed this verse actually practiced it as fact? God is our Source, our Resource and our Ultimate Objective in life. His glory is what we live for. No other distraction is worthy of these eternal truths. Satan’s attempts to sideline us from these objectives and this ultimate mission should fall on deaf ears. 

We should be all about living life for all its worth until we take our last breath! To what end? God’s glory, God’s kingdom, Christ’s preeminence. That breath you just took, why are you still here? To what purpose has God let you live today? What is the whole duty of man? To glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. “For of Him, and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen”

1. What Are We to Offer God? – Bodily Dedication. (12:1) Yesterday, I had the privilege of checking in with my buddy Gene Richford. We try and connect for a time of mutual encouragement and prayer every Saturday morning. He and his family celebrated Christmas a few weeks ago. I asked him what he got for Christmas, and his answer was nothing he actually needed. What do you get for someone who has everything? This was his attitude. When we have Christ; we have no need of anything else. What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and yet loses his own soul or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Think about it for a moment… What are we to offer to God? What do you give someone who literally has everything? What does God need? Answer: Nothing. He is totally and completely satisfied in and of Himself. Romans 11:36 “For of Him, and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen”  

What does the Apostle Paul say here as he introduces this new section moving from principles to practice? “I beseech you therefore, brethren…” From these few words we can ascertain that Paul cares deeply about what he is about to share here. We can surmise that he is speaking to the redeemed, the justified, those who were being sanctified, those who not only had heard the truth, from the first eleven chapters, but were now going to be asked to live those truths out practically. 

This word “beseech” here has the idea of calling alongside to help or give aid. It is the Greek word, (parakaleo) to come alongside, to help and assist. To what end? To assist every one of us in applying what we already say we believe? If our thinking is right; then our actions should follow suit. Do you agree with that statement?

Paul goes on to use the phrase, “by the mercies of God…” – What does he mean here? The writer of Lamentations in chapter 3: says, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not, they are new every morning, great is Thy faithfulness.” Is that a true statement or not? If we are, what we think about God, here it is beloved: we should be annihilated, consumed, burned up, incinerated. The Word of God tells us that God is angry with the sinner every day. Who would that be? That would be you and me! God is angry with the sinner and the full justifiable wrath of God should have fallen on all of us. BUT God, in His infinite mercy, saved us and didn’t give us what we deserved but rather chose to give us, in His infinite grace, what we didn’t deserve. It is because of His mercy He saved us and washed us with the regeneration of His Holy Spirit. 

It is because of grace and mercy we have a new heart, a new life and a new hope. Without Christ we would be eternally lost and worthy of an eternal, everlasting damnation in eternal hell fire. We have a New Status: We are born-again and declared righteous by God the Father. We are born into a New Family: and are included in all the promises of God the Son: Jesus Christ. And we have a New Future: where we get to live out a transformed life because of the God the Holy Spirit that lives in us empowering us to live the resurrected life of Christ. The old has gone and the new has come.  

I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ now lives in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me. - Galatians 2:20

‘I beseech you THEREFORE, brethren, by the mercies of God…’ on the basis of all we’ve seen and heard, been taught and been reminded of for the last two years, in the book of Romans, in chapters 1-11: as a result of all of that, all of those life changing principles now we get to live out what God has instilled in our hearts and lives. We are not powerless to live the Christian life. It is Christ in us that is our hope of glory. Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we might be able to present every man perfect and spiritually mature in Christ Jesus. Living the Christian life is an impossibility. You will die trying. Only Christ can live His resurrected life out through yours. Like the Apostle Paul we must say, “I die daily.”   

Then Paul gets to the heart of the gospel, the KEY to victory in seeking to live out the power of the gospel. Here it is, are you ready? “…that you present your bodies a living sacrifice…”  
The problem with living a victorious Christian life is a body that is not yet glorified. The lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes and the pride of life are all wrapped up in human flesh, not our bodies per se but our minds that have control over our bodies. This is why, the false teachers in Jesus day, sincerely believed that Christ did not have a human body. They believed the body to be intrinsically evil, in and of itself. (Gnostics and Gnosticism) 

Therefore; a sinless Christ could not have a fallen body of human flesh. It must have been an emanation, a spiritualized hologram. A likeness of a body but not a true human body. The body was, in their theology evil. This is not true. The body, like money is not evil in and of itself. It is the love of money, it is the love of the lusts and habits of the body: “Feed me, love me, entertain me, pleasure me, indulge me, worship me, pay attention to me, coddle me, comfort me…” the list goes on and on, endlessly. The human body is a machine that if pampered long enough will seek more of the same. 

Someone wisely said years ago, ‘the only problem with a living sacrifice is that it keeps trying to climb off the altar.’ How do we crucify the lusts of the body, this is the question before us this morning? How do we live a victorious life in the Spirit while at the same time having to live in a temple of flesh that continually wants its own way? 

There are essentially two parts to being completely surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and we have both of them in the first two verses of Romans 12:1,2. Part One: A body that is wholly surrendered on the altar of worship. Part Two: A mind: (the control center of the body) that is holy consecrated to Christ’s preeminence and glory. 

Is there anywhere we can go in Scripture that would give an example to all of us of how this is to be done? (Turn to Genesis 4:1-15 Cain and Abel; 22:1-19 Abraham and Isaac; Hebrews 11:6, 17-19; 9:12-14; John 19:1-37 Jesus Christ; Romans 7:22-25)

So, there we have it. We are to present and to keep on presenting our bodies as living sacrifices to God. Imagine a world, a church, a marriage, a family, a work environment where Christian’s actually did this, lived this, experienced this? Do you think there would be a tangible, noticeable change in our relationships and even our culture and community? 

Practical holiness is surrendering your body and mind in a daily act of consecration. In the act of sacrifice you have the Priest giving the sacrifice and you have the sacrifice itself. In the case of Abel, it was bringing an acceptable sacrifice, in the case of Abraham and Isaac it was an acceptable sacrifice, a sin substitute was required. Death was required as the penalty for sin. Blood had to be shed. Hebrews says, without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sin. 

Isaac was a type of Christ in that Christ was both the High Priest and the Sacrificial Lamb of God. When we place ourselves on the altar; we are both priest and sacrifice. Isn’t that amazing!

How does God view our sacrifice? It is HOLY and if holy then it is ACCEPTABLE and if acceptable it is our reasonable act of worship. (Greek: Latruo) the word has the idea of Service. Some of your Bibles read, it is your reasonable act of service. The words are synonymous. Here we have it beloved, is it possible to worship God without serving Him? Is it possible to serve Him without worshipping Him? Yes. Sometimes our service is self-serving and not worshipful at all. 

(Illustration of first few months of service here at MBC now FBC – “I’m going to hold you accountable to what you said you were going to do…”) Don’t confuse my kindness as being complicit and permission for your lack of excellence in your ministry. If as believers, we have an expectation in our practice as true worshippers of God should we chafe when our work for God is not only expected but inspected? Why is it so often that God gets the left-overs in our and from our lives? (Illustration of Used T-Bags for the Missionaries)

It is only logical to assume and to presume that if someone professes to be a true believer he will respond to the Holy Word of God, he will respond out of love for God knowing how much grace and mercy he has received from God, he will willingly climb up onto the altar sacrificing his time, his talents, his resources and his attitude - wholly, fully, without reservation to the God he worships and serves as his single-minded purpose in life. After all, it is his reasonable act of worship, his reasonable act of service. Sacrifice is to a Christian what water is to a fish. It is who we are.  

Whenever you or I give excuses for our lack of faith and faithfulness it can ultimately be traced and tracked back to a fundamental misunderstanding of who we believe God is - for faith rises as a by-product of what we believe. Our theology of God defines our theology of ourselves. When we know who God is then and only then can we fully know who we are and what God expects from our lives. 

The notion of why we are here, what we are called to do, what our purpose in life is, how we will spend our time, our talents and our resources, while here occupying this tent of flesh, all rises from this theology of God Himself. For if we don’t know God, we will certainly not be willing to serve Him.
 
For to know Him is to love Him, is to serve Him, is to glorify Him, is to anticipate an eternity of the worship of Him. Romans 11:36 “For of Him, and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen”  

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: Because Abraham believed God, God accounted it to him as righteousness. Abraham believed the promise of the Messiah, the coming Lamb of God who would one day take away the sins of the world, who would one day, become sin for us, who would one day, incur the full weight of God’s wrath and His righteous anger would be propitiated and satisfied in the atoning, sacrificial work of Christ on the Cross of Calvary. 

Hear me here, in answer to the question of how do we as living sacrifices stay on the altar? We look to the cross, we look to Christ, we look to the perfect sacrifice for our sin, as we look to Christ to live His resurrected life out through our crucified lives. Romans 11:36 “For of Him, and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen”  

Next week we will look at: 2. What Are We to Avoid as Believers? – Worldly Contamination. (12:2a)
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