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Bring it Home / Introduction: We are what we eat; and we are what we think. As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. And so, we begin our third installment on these two messages on Romans 12:1 and 2. We’ve taken two weeks to take apart the first verse of presenting our bodies as living sacrifices to God which is our reasonable act of worship or service. The whole doctrine of atonement should be fully understood by every believer. The Bible tells us from Genesis to Revelation, without the shedding of blood there is no remission or forgiveness for sin. Christ had to come and die, in our place, as the Lamb of God, to take upon Himself the sin of the world. He became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him, through Him. And now, we get to return, in our whole-hearted worship, to present our whole, complete selves to God as willing, joyful, obedient sacrifices. We are the priests and the sacrifice at the same time. Truly amazing!

What I hope to accomplish this morning is to seek to unwrap verse two. Starting in chapter 12: we see the second half of Paul’s argument to the church in Rome and to all of Christianity, down through the ages. In essence; we are being called to work out what God has worked in. Faith without works is dead. To say we think something is true, to believe something is right and then turn right around and do the exact opposite is to either be lying to ourselves and be self-deceived or to be lying to God and others and be full blown, shameless hypocrites. 

We’ve been laying this foundation for the entirety of our study, through this amazing book of Romans, that from what we say we believe, the principles of our faith, should come the practice of our faith, the application of what we say we believe. It’s not “Practice makes Perfect” that’s the definition of religion and self-righteousness. It is in truth, “Perfect makes Practice.” For Christianity has nothing to do with our efforts to please God with our own self-righteous attempts to justify ourselves in His sight. It has everything to do with who we already are in Christ. God has declared us righteous. This is what the biblical definition of justification by faith is all about.

Let’s review briefly… 

1. What Are We to Offer to God? – Bodily Dedication. (12:1) ‘Present your bodies a living sacrifice…

2. What Are We to Avoid as Believers? – Worldly Contamination. (12:2a) “Do not be conformed to this world…” The word for ‘conformed,’ in the Greek simply means ‘to be squeezed into a mold.’ The world, the flesh and the devil seek to squeeze us into a mold of its own likeness. It is the nature of the beast. It is within our own fallen, human nature to default always to what is the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life. In our walk with God we often find ourselves divided in our loyalties. Our spirit wants to serve God, to worship God and to please God, but our flesh wants its own way. The appetites of the flesh have had its own way for so long that it is like a rut, a ditch, a wash, a canyon of our own creating. The natural flow of our thoughts and actions and even reactions flow, naturally into the gully of our own digging and excavating, over weeks, years and even decades of our lives. 

More specifically, the word, “conformed” is the Greek word: (suschematizo) – literally, ‘an outward manifestation, demonstration of what is not from within, not the reality of who and who’s we are on the inside.’ It’s the idea of masquerading, putting on an act, playing a part, following a prescribed script or schema, schematic. We learn to be very good at this, even as believers and as Christ flowers. We play the role and part perfectly, but we intrinsically know and understand there is incongruence. We don’t fully line up, fully act out, fully live up - to who we think we are and to who we say we are. This can become a great burden and sorrow for many of us who sincerely want to be who we think and say we are. This gulf betwixt the two can seem to widen and broaden with every year and decade we live in Christ. (See Romans 7:14-25) 
This is why the doctrine of our Position as believers and our State as believers, is such an essential truth to our sanity as believers. Our Position as believers is Perfect in Christ. Our State is becoming who we already are in Christ. It is lining up to the plumb line of our Position. We are Perfect in Christ, we are practicing perfection. We are becoming perfect as we choose to walk in obedience and Christ-likeness. And so, we must never permit ourselves to become victims of this world and its evil, godless objectives. Kenneth Wiest, a NT scholar says it this way, “Stop assuming an outward expression which is patterned after this world, an expression which does not come from, nor is representative of what you are in your inner being as a regenerated child of God.”

The word, ‘World’ here is the Greek word, “aion” which is the idea of the age in which we live, the sum of all demonic, satanic, fallen human philosophies of life. These opinions, these ideas, the mindset of the age that is godless, and humanistic, is utter foolishness to God and should be to us as well. We should be so filled and saturated with the holy Scriptures that we are not easily taken in by the thinking and fallen human depravity of the age in which we live. This is why being bathed in the Word yourself and coming to church week after week, being in fellowship, possibly even daily is so essential to maintaining Christian faith and biblical orthodoxy in our thinking and theology. This is what theologians call ‘orthopraxy.’ 

The notion that any of us can maintain purity in our Christian outlook, our thinking and theology, by thinking one service a week, or month is enough is the height of recklessness, carelessness and indifference to the intensity of satanic influence and attack on our lives. Satan’s attacks are relentless. Would you agree? How foolish then for any of us to think for a moment that we can hold back the tsunami of the world’s influence on our own, or in our own power?

The world is an instrument of Satan. It is his most effective tool to infect, to infest, to permeate, to instigate and pollute the entirety of God’s Word and work in and through His people. He is patient in his relentless attack on the believer and the church. He loves for us to use worldly means to achieve godly objectives. ‘The Purpose Driven Life’ by Rick Warren is a great example of this. Trying to achieve God’s righteousness through our works-righteousness. The theology of pragmatism: if it works; it must be right. (Read MacArthur, page 150, Volume: Romans 9-16) 

1. What Are We to Offer to God? – Bodily Dedication. (12:1) ‘Present your bodies a living sacrifice…
2. What Are We to Avoid as Believers? – Worldly Contamination. (12:2a) “Do not be conformed to this world…” 
3. What Are We to Achieve for God? – Godly Transformation. (12:2b) “But be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” (HOW?)

The word ‘transformed’ is the Greek word, an action word, a verb, (metamorphoo) – literally connoting an outward change of the inward reality. It is where we get our English word, metamorphosis. When Jesus was transfigured, He was (metamorphothee) before His disciples. Matthew 17:2 says, “When He was transfigured before them His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.” The Body of Jesus Christ was changed to fully match what was inside! Think about that for a moment! That is absolutely, INCREDIBLE! Christ manifested the glory, within Himself, temporarily clothed in human flesh. In the same way, we will be given eternal bodies that will fully reveal the glory that is inside. 

Listen up here beloved because this is worth the price of admission this morning… are you ready? Here it is: when we are broken what’s inside should spill out. Do you see it? Do you get it? When we are hurt and hurting people should see a manifestation in our brokenness of Christ’s glory inside us. Someone wisely said, ‘Circumstances don’t make a man they reveal him.’ (Life Action illustration of the Orange)

HOW should we then live? How do we live out what Christ has birthed within us? How do we practically live out the reality of the glory that is inside us? How do we, how can we, shine? Shine, Jesus Shine! How do we start? How do we begin? Where do we begin? We must…

Begin as a Baby: (You Must Be Born-Again) READ (John 3:1-21; I Peter 2:2)
Desire the sincere milk of the Word. 
Can I ask you a personal question, about your appetite? What are you eating? What’s your diet? What, are you feeding on? What, are you choosing to do to nourish your soul and to free the glory of Christ that is already in you? What are you doing to encourage the truth of Christ, the glory of Christ, that you say you embrace, that you say you believe, that you say you follow? Is it unreasonable for those who witness our lives to expect to see outwardly what we say we believe inwardly? Should our behavior match our theology? We have the DNA of Christ in us, living in us. This is living up to our Position in our Practice. ‘Perfect makes Practice.’
 
Where does it all begin? It can’t begin in you, it can’t begin in me. The Bible says we are born dead in our trespasses and sins. We are wholly unholy apart from Christ. It is Christ in us that is the hope of glory. We can be sincere but sincerely wrong, especially if our attempts at godliness stems from our own reservoir of our own effort and fleshly attempts. (Illustration of the word ‘Sincere’ – The Sun test for Pottery)

Transformation is the inevitable wellspring of Christ Himself bubbling up and out of our lives. We bleed Christ. From our eyes, our mouths, our ears, our noses, our hands and feet, arms and legs, we are the manifestation of Christ Himself living His resurrected life in us, through us. We can’t help ourselves. It is as natural as breathing. If we are indeed ‘IN CHRIST,’ He WILL manifest Himself in us and through us. Everything changes when Christ is living in us. If you haven’t changed, if you’re life hasn’t radically changed from the inside out, then you need to examine yourself to see if you are in the faith. Every believer WILL bear fruit. Every believer WILL manifest the fruit of the Spirit in nine flavors: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.

How exactly does God accomplish this transformation in us and what exactly is our part in all of this? Good questions, so glad you asked! Remember, it is Christ who called us, it is Christ who saves us, it is Christ who redeems us, justifies us, sanctifies us and one day will glorify us. It is all of Christ: Sola Christus: Christ Alone! Christ must do the work in changing our minds, in transforming our minds. He does this through His Word. He is the Word become flesh.

I want you to look at the screen right now. (MEDIA) For those of you listening online you can download the chart from the website: www.familybiblechurch.org Press the Media or Sermons and Podcast tab. It’s all there. 

Consider with me for a moment what the Christian life looks like if we were to chart it on a graph or what I like to call the FBC Continuum. As believers in Christ we are expected to grow and bear fruit. It is part of our DNA. If we are plateaued, we are backsliding as believers. To live, is to grow, is to climb, is to work out what Christ has worked in. We move you from the left to the right. From an infant to a mature adult in Christ. One step, one moment, one day, one decision at a time. A copy of this chart is available to you in the back if you want to take it home and put it on your refrigerator. I challenge you to give some serious consideration to the biblical objective of the Holy Spirit to move you away from a mindset that is focused on yourself to others and ultimately to the will of God Himself. Where do we go from being a spiritual baby? 

· Grow in Grace: (Spiritual Infancy) (Hebrews 5:13,14) “For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the Word of righteousness, for he is a babe, but solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use or practice have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Here we have it again: “Perfect makes Practice.” What tool does the Holy Spirit use to transform our minds? Our Reason and Intellect alone? Angelic testimony? Pushing through intimidation tactics? Answer: The Word of God. Christ is the Word that became flesh. He is the incarnate Word. It is Christ, in His Word, that will transform us, transform our thinking and ultimately transform our behavior. A sign you are growing in faith is that you have learned to be a self-feeding Christian. If we went to lunch today and witnessed a grown man or woman having to be fed, we would immediately think to ourselves how tragic. If we were to learn this man or woman was perfectly able to feed themselves but was still relying on others to do it, we would have some other thoughts entirely. We would be mortified. 
 
As a New Born Baby Desire the Sincere Milk of the Word. 
As an Infant, Spiritual Toddler Develop an Appetite for Solid Food.
Where does the battle for transformation begin and end? The Answer: Our Minds. If we are what we eat; and we are what we think then we better give some fervent, diligent attention to winning this battle. 

Let me tell you something beloved, if we don’t choose to think right the world will gladly step in and think for us and we all know where that will lead, and we all know what the end destination is of that slippery slope. 

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: Psalm 119: is a wonderful reservoir and wellspring of life-giving information on the power of the Word of God in your life. Here’s a diagnostic question all of us can use to instantaneously discern where we are and where anyone else is spiritually. When struggling with sin, when backsliding, when confused, when anxious, when afraid, when suffering, when panicked, ask them, ask yourself this simple question: Have you been in the Word? The answer will instantaneously reveal the problem. Let the Word dwell in you richly. Let Christ dwell in your hearts richly, abundantly, confidently, wonderfully! 

KJV Psalm 119:11 “Thy Word have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” The key to success, to an abundant life, to joy, to fulfillment, to wisdom, to confidence: is Christ. Christ in you the hope of glory! So, in review, we must be born-again. We have no hope of living for God and of being assured an eternity with God in heaven if we have never been born-again. This is where we begin. Life begins at conception. But if we stay spiritual babies all our lives, we insult the Spirit of God who lives in us. He desires to be set free in us to bring us to spiritual maturity and effectiveness as we give our lives away to others. It’s not just about me or you its about others and ultimately about God Himself.

Ephesians 5:18 says, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.” This is not a suggestion, it is a command, to day by day, moment by moment be continually filled with the Spirit. We’re not talking here about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. We believe when we are Born-Again, we are placed into Christ, and Christ is placed into us. We have all we’re ever going to get of the Spirit. We are complete in Christ (Colossians 2:10). You can’t get more complete than complete. You have the fulness of Christ living in you. The way you get more of the Holy Spirit is for Him to get more of you. (Illustration of Container filled half way with dirt and rocks the other half with water) The dirt and rocks symbolize sin in our lives and the water symbolizes the Holy Spirit. In order to get more of the Holy Spirit, we need to give Him more of us. This is the process of Sanctification: to become more and more like Jesus Christ.

Read Colossians 3:1-25 Next time: we will complete, Lord willing, verse two. We will look at growing in faith, in Christ and in confidence. Moving from childhood to adolescence, to spiritual adulthood.

Close in Prayer

Communion Celebration 
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Bring it Home / Introduction:


1. What Are We to Offer to God? – Bodily Dedication. (12:1)
	‘Present your bodies a living sacrifice…”

2. What Are We to Avoid as Believers? – Worldly Contamination. (12:2a)
	“Do not be conformed to this world…”

3. What Are We to Achieve for God? – Godly Transformation. (12:2b)
	“But be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” (HOW?)

· Begin as a Baby: (You Must Be Born-Again)
Desire the sincere milk of the Word. (John 3:3; II Peter 2:2)

· Grow in Grace: (Spiritual Infancy) 
Develop an Appetite for Solid Food. (Hebrews 5:13,14)

· Grow in Faith: (Spiritual Childhood) 
Discern the Good from the Bad – Seek ‘Truth’ as a Person: The Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:6)

Decide to Starve out Satanic Strongholds. (Hebrews 11:6; Philippians 4:4-9; 2 Corinthians 10:4,5)

· Grow in Christ: (Spiritual Adolescence) 
Discover Who You Are ‘IN CHRIST.’ (Colossians 1:28; 2:10; Philippians 3:10; Romans 12:2)

· Grow in Confidence: (Spiritual Adulthood)
Display the Fragrance of Christ. (II Corinthians 2:14-17; Romans 12:3; Galatians 6:9,10; Matthew 6:12,14-15; Mark 11:25; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13)

Deploy the Mission of Christ. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8, 20-24; II Timothy 2:2)

Take it Home / Moment of Decision:
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