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“Straight Talk About Crooked Living”
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Bring it Home / Introduction: “He did it again!” “She did it again!” This is a phrase we hear all too often when it comes to people we love and people we are attached to. Can we all agree this morning that the human condition is depraved, fallen, degenerate and lost beyond all hope… 

UNTIL Christ invades the human heart and saves us from ourselves? Instead of picking on the reoccurring sin and mistakes of our kids, our husband or wife or those we love maybe this morning we should reflect and focus our attention on ourselves. “It’s me, it’s me, it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer. It’s not my brother, or my sister, but it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer.” 

The Hymn writer wrote, “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love…” (Hymn #2: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing) Isaiah said it best when he wrote these words, “All we, like sheep have gone astray, we have turned each one to his own way and the LORD has laid on Him (Christ) the iniquity of us all.” – Isaiah 53:6

Even though a King, David, like you and me, struggled with his human condition. The word of God tells us that at the time and season when King’s went out to war, we see King David home alone. Most of the time when left to ourselves, we are bad company. Unfortunately, wherever we go, we take ourselves with us. King David was bored and went to the roof top to look over his kingdom. And there he saw a beautiful woman taking a bath. Men are most vulnerable in this area of our eyes, the Bible says, it is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 

(See II Samuel 11:1-5) David’s sin with Bathsheba. David was supposed to be out with his men doing battle with the common enemy, instead; he finds himself isolated, bored, spoiled, pampered - everyone bows to his will and desires. He has put himself in a very vulnerable state. When we are not where we are supposed to be; we end up where we shouldn’t be. This is a problem we all face. It is a slow drift that happens to all of us. This is why we need a fixed point, so we know when we have drifted away from God’s Word and His people. The drift of sin is slow but relentless!

In looking at the story of Cain, in Genesis chapter 4: we are given this graphic picture of sin lying at the door of our heart waiting to pounce on us and devour us. The Apostle Peter called Satan a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. The literal idea here is to drink down. A lion only roars after he has taken down his prey. The lion seeks weakness, he looks for the one who has broken from the herd and has isolated himself. He searches and scans the landscape for the crippled and maimed among us. Isolation will kill you! What’s the first thing we want to do when we are hurt, wounded, sad, discouraged, disappointed, frustrated with our own life or the lives of others? We isolate. We set ourselves up for failure.

We do our utmost to call sin another name: We call sin an accident, God calls it an abomination. We call sin a blunder, God calls it blasphemy. We call sin a chance, God calls it a choice. We say it is an error, God calls it enmity against Himself. We call it a passing fascination, God calls it fatal. We think sin a luxury, God thinks it is leprosy. We think we have liberty, God thinks we are lawless. We call it a mistake, God calls it madness. We think our sin is weakness, God thinks our sin is willfulness. Disobedience under any other name, color or costume is still sin, it is still willful disobedience and rebellion against a holy God. “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.” We are all infected with the disease of sin. Without Christ we are all doomed to ultimately destroy ourselves through the relentless pursuit of it.  

1. David’s Cleansing from Sin. (32:1-2) “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit, there is no guile.”

So, David begins his Psalm with the word “Blessed” Happy is the man, joyful, exuberant is the man, the woman, the child whose sin is forgiven. Truly, beloved, forgiveness is a blessing from God. 
Many of us are carrying the weight of our sin when God has come to deliver us from it. Like Christian, in ‘A Pilgrim’s Progress’ we need to drop our load of sin and guilt at the cross of Christ. This is the good news of our faith. We have been forgiven. God remembers our sins no longer. 

Our sin has been removed, cleansed, ‘forgiven.’ The stain of sin, the penalty of sin has been forgiven and the wrath and anger of God has been propitiated, satisfied once and for all. What we see here is nothing short of remarkable. David begins this psalm with a theological truth of God’s great love for us. God is love. He loved us before we first loved Him. He loved us enough to die for us taking our place. He became sin for us so that we might become righteous in Him. He took the very worst part of us so we could take the very best part of Him. God is merciful. We need God’s mercy. God is gracious. We need God’s grace. God is loving. We need God’s love. 

Our sin is ‘covered.’ This word has the meaning of the Day of Atonement when the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled blood over the mercy seat between the Cherubim. Our sin was covered in the past tense. Our sin is cleansed in Christ in the present tense. In the Past: Saved from the penalty of sin. In the Present: Saved from the Power of sin. In the Future: One day saved from the very Presence of sin.

Frankly, before God came to us with His great love, grace and mercy we wanted none of it. We were haters of God. The beauty of the gospel is that love came down. Love for God never comes naturally from us. God took the initiative to love and forgive us. This is remarkable. It should elicit a great wellspring of thanksgiving and love for God in return. 

We have four words, in these first two verses, that speak of our sinful condition: 

1.) TRANSGRESSION. KJV, NKJV, NIV, NASV, ESV. The word means going away, departing from, rebellion towards, a defiance against God. This is the essence of our problem as human beings. We have altogether gone out of the way. (Romans 3:10-13) “There is none righteous, no not one; there is none who understands; there is none who seek after God. They have all gone out of the way (that’s the word ‘ttransgression’); they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.”

2.) SIN. (Hebrew: chattah, Greek: hamartia) It means to miss the mark, to miss the way. Jesus said of Himself, “I AM the Way…”  It’s an archery term. To miss the target, (God’s Law) is to miss the mark. It’s not just that we missed the bullseye of the target we’ve missed the target entirely. We are shooting our arrows in another direction entirely. We are aiming at the wrong things in the wrong places at the wrong times. It’s more than falling short (Romans 3:23) we’ve been shooting our arrows in life in the wrong direction entirely. The mark is God’s righteous standard of perfection and holiness. Only one man has hit the mark. His life arrow shot true right to the bullseye of God’s righteous requirement of perfection. 

3.) INIQUITY. KJV, NKJV, NASV, ESV use the same word. NIV takes the liberty to define the word here. “Whose sin the Lord does not count against him.” The idea is that which is corrupted, twisted, bent, perverse, crooked, tainted, polluted. This has the idea of what happens when sin corrupts us individually. All sin is self-defiling, self-corrupting, self-polluting. The more we choose to sin the more twisted and grotesque we become. We become a caricature of who we once were. Sin cripples, sin pollutes, sin destroys, sin mars, sin distorts whatever God is wanting to do in us and through us, it is a sort of self-destruction when we choose sin over a life of obedience. Sexual sin is a sin against our own bodies. It is a defilement of our souls. 

4.) DECEIT. NKJV, NIV, ESV, NASV uses the same word. Interestingly the old KJV uses the word, “Guile.” (See Psalm 34:13; John 1:47; I Peter 2:22) Speaking of Jesus, He did no sin neither was there any guile in His mouth. Literally, guile is fish bait. A word picture of being taken captive. Hooked by the world, our own flesh and the devil. The idea of this word is self-deception. Lying to yourself. This is why the Word of God exhorts us to speak the truth to ourselves in our hearts. You shall know the truth, (Truth is a Person) and the Truth shall set you free.

This word for ‘forgiven,’ literally means to have one’s sin lifted off. (I John 1:9) In David’s time sin was covered by the blood of an innocent lamb, turtle dove, bull or goat. Those offerings and sacrifices for sin were looking forward to the completed sacrifice of the Lamb of God: The Lord Jesus Christ who would take away the sins of the world. This is what Jesus did on the cross. He paid for our sin penalty in full and God’s righteous wrath and anger was propitiated (satisfied).
 
A great New Testament word, for forgiveness, is the Greek word, (Tetelestai) – when a financial transaction was made and currency, in whatever form was received, then written across the bill of sale was this word: tetelestai: ‘Paid in Full.’

1. David’s Concealment of Sin. (32:3-4) David goes on to say, “When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning all the day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me.”

David is recalling the time he refused to acknowledge his sin to God much less to others. We may ask, what brings us to this point where we are unwilling or maybe even unable to confess our sins? Could it be a certain hubris and pride that refuses to acknowledge wrong doing? Could it be we have so spoiled ourselves with giving our flesh what it wants we love our sin more than we love God? Could it be we are in a rut and chasm of our own making? Could it be that the rut has become a canyon that we ourselves are unable to crawl out of? Notice the progression of sin here. 

(See II Samuel 11:6-21) David now seeks to ‘cover’ his sin. This is what we do. Like Adam and Eve covered themselves in the Garden of Eden, we’ve been covering up ever since.

(See II Samuel 11:22-25) We cover our sin and then we seek to justify our sin and even make excuses for it. We even encourage others in our own sin. How amazing is this?  

(See II Samuel 11:26-27) Lastly, we end up with a baby. The evidence of sexual sin. Getting rid of the evidence is not so easy when others are involved. Our sin causes the innocent to suffer and they get caught up with our own consequences. When desire has conceived it gives birth to sin, when it is full grown it brings forth death. James 1:

(See II Samuel 12:1-12) In God’s mercy, His justice stopped David in his tracks. No telling how far David would have gone in his sin had not God intervened with His loving discipline. Think about it beloved. Whenever God disciplines us and calls us short for our sin it is a great mercy, and a great grace. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, for His mercies (compassions) fail not, they are new every morning, Great is Thy Faithfulness. 

God brought KING David back to his roots as a humble shepherd boy. David had to be reminded of what had made him great. He was a great King only because he had learned to be a great shepherd. I think David was relieved. Most likely a great sigh of relief for being caught up short and held accountable for his stupidity. Stupid is what stupid does. (Miller’s: “Don’t do anything stupid!”)

David recounts what it was like to carry the burden, guilt and sorrow over his sin. He compares his sin as a great weight he was being crushed under. His strength was being sapped by the weight of his own guilt. David says, “My vitality was turned into the drought of summer.” 

1. David’s Confession of Sin. (32:5) “I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’, and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. SELAH”

Do you remember what the word ‘SELAH’ means? It is a term lost of full meaning to our understanding, but some Bible scholars believe it to mean a reference to tuning the heart strings of your instrument, your life. This is so great, beloved. We are being called on this morning to tune our instruments to the Master, to the Conductor. We are to play out our lives as instruments in tune with our Creator. David stopped his running, his hiding, his self-deception, his excuse making to face the truth of who he was and what he had become. Beloved, it’s time to see what we really look like as we gaze at our true reflection into the perfect law of liberty? Give thanks when God sends you someone who actually loves you enough to confront you.

The word ‘CONFESS’ here is the same word we’ve heard so much about, it is the Hebrew word, ‘YADA.’ To know and be known intimately. It is the term Moses used when speaking of Adam knowing his wife Eve. It is the very definition of intimacy, union, coupling of two becoming one flesh. This is what God desires when we come in confession and agreement with Himself. To agree with God is to enter in to a YADA relationship with Him. 

(See II Samuel 12:13-14) David agreed with God about his sin. Thanks be to God for allowing this true-life example to be recorded in Scripture. David was called a man after God’s own heart. How so? He was a sinner. Yes, he was. But he repented. He agreed with God. He took the necessary steps to self-correct. You can show a lot of mercy to someone who can admit when they are wrong. How are you doing in that regard? When was the last time anyone has heard you say these words, “I’m sorry!?”

(See II Samuel 12:15-23) David had to bear his own consequences for his sin. But others had to bear the consequences for David’s sin as well. God pays the penalty for our sin; we get to pay the consequences. Think of throwing a stone in a placid pond, our sin, like that weighty stone, causes ripples to flow from its impact touching so many others.

(See II Samuel 12:24,25) God shows us mercy even when we sin. God doesn’t reward disobedience, but He does show mercy and grace even in the midst of our sinfulness.

4.  David’s Counsel about Sin. (32:6-11) Question: How do you know when your sin has been fully dealt with? Answer: When you can use it, as an example, to encourage others. What’s so amazing with God’s economy is nothing is ever wasted, EVER! Even our sin is used to bring God glory. Truly, ‘All things work together for good.’ 

Psalm 32:6-7 “For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You in a time when You may be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not come near him. You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; You shall surround me with songs of deliverance.” 

The imagery here is of a believer under the tumult of storm and flood. Life can be inundating at times, right? We can feel threatened with what the world throws our way, at work, on the home front, in society, even in our faith, its as if we roll from one crisis into another without a moment of peace or tranquility. What is our hope in all of this? God is our refuge, He is our hiding place, it is God who preserves us from trouble. We need to find our place of safety and tranquility in Him. (Last Week: An Invitation to the Thirsty) “Come to Me all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

Psalm 32:8-9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with my eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule which have no understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they will not come near you.” 

David is appealing to the heart of man here. We can get so overwhelmed and so distracted with everything and everybody and can miss the face of God right in front of us. God says to us, “Come close enough to see My eyes and take instruction from My ways.” (Example of the eyes of a Mother to her children) Don’t be so obstinate, like the horse or mule, that you can’t approach the throne of God to receive instruction and comfort for the journey. 

Psalm 32:10-11 “Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; but he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him. Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous; And shout for joy, all you upright in heart.” 

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: From the story of David’s failure, what have we learned? What have we learned of God? What have we learned of ourselves? What have we learned of sin and sins consequences? What have we learned of others? Like every morsel of God’s Word, we need to be willing and ready to take and receive instruction. 

Our lives can be delightful or very hard. It really is up to us. (Read Psalm 51:) The same story revealed in yet another psalm of David. It’s purpose? To teach and instruct others in the way. Beloved, you and I need to take sin more seriously. We need to be quick to repent and agree with God in confession of our sin. 
Every sin left to itself will end badly. We need to give thanks for those who courageously approach us in God’s stead, as His messengers of truth to confront our foolishness and stupidity. And, when God sends us a Nathan, we need to give thanks. We need to listen to what he or she has to say. We need to be quick to agree and repent for our sin. We need to get on the good side of grace and mercy. Don’t make God go to drastic ends to yield, in our lives, the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

Closing Prayer. (The Lord’s Prayer)

Communion Celebration

