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Class Subject: Hamartiology 601:                The Study of SIN

This theological study on the Doctrine of Sin is called the Doctrine of Hamartiology: from the Greek word, “hamartia,” which means to “Miss the Mark.” In this study we will examine the nature of original sin, the law of God, the Covenant of Works, causes of the Fall, imputation of Adam’s sin, sin and infants before the age of accountability, the many kinds of sins, an anatomy of temptation and of the Tempter, the extent of sin, the consequences of the Fall of man and sin, the universality of sin, the Fall of man from an Armenian and Calvinistic viewpoint and incorrect views of sin.

Working Outline:
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Week One: Why Study the Doctrine of Sin? What is the nature of original sin?
Week Two: What does the Law of God and the Covenant of works have to do with the Doctrine of Sin?
Week Three: What were the causes of the Fall and the imputation of Adam’s sin on the human race? (Using the Westminster Greater Catechism)
Week Four: What about babies and small infants and children before the age of accountability? Do they die in their sins? What is the role of parents in teaching sin and salvation?
Week Five: How many different kinds of sin are there and how should that help us in gaining victory over our sin? 
Week Six: What is the anatomy of temptation and the Tempter: Satan? How does a true believer gain victory over his or her sin?
Week Seven: How does Armenian theology compare with Calvinistic theology on the subject of sin?
Week Eight: CROSS-WORDS. Pastor Pete will lead us in a cross-word puzzle review of the great words that summarizes the teaching on the Doctrine of Sin.


Lesson Three Outline: What were the causes of the Fall and the imputation of Adam’s sin on the human race? (Using the Westminster Greater Catechism)


THE FALL OF MAN:

1. What did the Creator proclaim in Genesis 1:31? Why is this significant?


2. Discuss what a perfect creation and environment might have been like for both Adam and Eve?


3. Look together at the Westminster Longer Catechism describing Questions 1-6. Why do the catechizers start here? (Sola Scriptura)



4. In Questions 7-11 The existence of God as trinity is taught and explained. Why is the Trinity a fundamental prerequisite for understanding the truth of the Word of God?


5. What is a Decree? Questions 12-14


6. Remembering the teaching of Rus Miller, why is the subject of the Creator and the Creation fundamental to our understanding of a Biblical World View?


7. In Question 16 the question of angels is presented. Why does understanding Angelology and Satan and Demonology a necessary prerequisite to Anthropology and Hamartiology?


8. In Question 17 the question of How did God create man is presented. Discuss the various truths of this catechism answer.


9. What’s the difference between a Decree of God and the Providence of God? Questions 12, 18-20


10. What was the “Estate” Man moved out from and into according to Questions 21-23


11. Why do you think the Catechizers waited until Questions 24, 25 to present a definition of SIN?


12. How is “Original Sin” conveyed from our first parents unto their posterity? Question 26
What are the consequences and misery of sin? Questions 27-29


13. Was there any culpability of God in not giving mankind all the necessary information to make an informed decision regarding the choice of Sin? In other words was and is God responsible for the Fall of Man?


13. What is the Covenant of Works? Question 30


14. Turn to Genesis 3:22-24. Why did God put Adam and Eve out of the Garden? 
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