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Class Subject: Hamartiology 601: The Study of SIN

This theological study on the Doctrine of Sin is called the Doctrine of Hamartiology: from the Greek word, “hamartia,” which means to “Miss the Mark.” In this study we will examine the nature of original sin, the law of God, the Covenant of Works, causes of the Fall, imputation of Adam’s sin, sin and infants before the age of accountability, the many kinds of sins, an anatomy of temptation and of the Tempter, the extent of sin, the consequences of the Fall of man and sin, the universality of sin, the Fall of man from an Armenian and Calvinistic viewpoint and incorrect views of sin.

Working Outline:
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Week One: Why Study the Doctrine of Sin? What is the nature of original sin?
Week Two: What does the Law of God and the Covenant of works have to do with the Doctrine of Sin?
Week Three: What were the causes of the Fall and the imputation of Adam’s sin on the human race?
Week Four: What about babies and small infants and children before the age of accountability? Do they die in their sins? What is the role of parents in teaching sin and salvation?
Week Five: How many different kinds of sin are there and how should that help us in gaining victory over our sin? 
Week Six: What is the anatomy of temptation and the Tempter: Satan? How does a true believer gain victory over his or her sin?
Week Seven: How does Armenian theology compare with Calvinistic theology on the subject of sin?
Week Eight: CROSS-WORDS. Pastor Pete will lead us in a cross-word puzzle review of the great words that summarizes the teaching on the Doctrine of Sin.


Lesson Outline: LESSON TWO:  What does the law of God and the Covenant of Works have to do with the Doctrine of Sin?


THE NATURE OF THE LAW

1. How does the Apostle Paul describe the function of the Law in Galatians 3:24?

2. In Romans 2:14-15 describe the idea Paul asserts regarding the role of the Law of God on the human heart?

1. “For when the Gentiles which have not the Law…” What does this mean?

1. “…do by nature…” What does this mean?

1. “…the things contained in the Law…” What does this mean?

1. “…those having not the Law…” What does this mean?
1. “…are a law unto themselves…” What does this mean?

1. “…Which show the Law of God written on their hearts…” What does this mean?

3. What then does the existence of the Law of God infer?

1. A ______________________ Lawgiver or ordaining Will.

1. ________________________ beings upon whom the Law and Lawgiver stand above.

1. A _______________________ command into the moral consciousness of human beings.

1. ________________________ to enforce the command.

1. ________________________ or obligation to obey.

1. Sanctions or pains and _______________________________ for disobedience.

1. This Law is an expression of the _______________________ nature of God and therefore of His Holiness and Righteousness.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE COVENANT OF WORKS
4. When did the Covenant of Works begin and end?


5. Was there a probationary period for Adam in the Garden in reference to the Law of God? If so, how so?
 
1. “The specific command to Adam not to eat of a certain tree; was therefore not the only command he was required to obey. It was given simply to be the outward and visible test to determine whether he was willing to obey God in all things. Created holy, with all his affections pure, there was the more reason that the test of his obedience should be an outward and positive command; something wrong simply because it was forbidden, and not evil in its own nature. It would thus be seen that Adam obeyed for the sake of obeying. His obedience was more directly to God, and not to his own reason.” – Hodge, Systematic Theology

6. Would Adam and Eve inherited all the glories of heaven had both of them obeyed God’s Law during their probationary period in the Garden of Eden?



7. What is the nature of a “Covenant?”

1. What does the word “Covenant” mean? (See Genesis 15:1-21)

1. What is the difference between a conditional and unconditional covenant?





1. What is the nature of a Covenant?

	1.) _________________________________ that lends itself to a legal agreement.

	2.) a ________________________________ of reward for successful completion.

	3.) A ________________________________ of the requirement of the covenant.

	4.) A _____________________ for breaking the covenant.

	5.) At least ________________ participants.

8. Hodge goes on to say… “It lies in the nature of a covenant that there must be two or more parties. A covenant is not of one. The parties to the original covenant were God and Adam. Adam, however; acted not in his individual capacity (alone) but as the head and representative of his whole race.”  This is plain:

	1.) 


	2.) 


	3.) (Romans 5:12)


	4.) (Romans 5:18,19)


	5.) (Genesis 3:15)


	6.) 

9. What then did God do to offer another solution to Adam and his race immediately after the Fall in the Garden of Eden? What do we call this covenant? How does understanding these two covenants help us to comprehend the beauty and majesty of the Doctrines of the law and the gospel?


10. In the Westminster Confession, Chapter VII speaks to this issue: “The first ____________________ made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam, and in him to his posterity, upon conditions of perfect obedience.”


11. What might be some implications of what we’ve learned this morning from this lesson?
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