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Class Subject: Hamartiology 601:               The Study of SIN

This theological study on the Doctrine of Sin is called the Doctrine of Hamartiology: from the Greek word, “hamartia,” which means to “Miss the Mark.” In this study we will examine the nature of original sin, the law of God, the Covenant of Works, causes of the Fall, imputation of Adam’s sin, sin and infants before the age of accountability, the many kinds of sins, an anatomy of temptation and of the Tempter, the extent of sin, the consequences of the Fall of man and sin, the universality of sin, the Fall of man from an Armenian and Calvinistic viewpoint and incorrect views of sin.

Working Outline:
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Week Two: What does the Law of God and the Covenant of works have to do with the Doctrine of Sin?
Week Three: What were the causes of the Fall and the imputation of Adam’s sin on the human race? (Using the Westminster Greater Catechism)
Week Four: (Part A:) What are the causes for the Fall? (Part B:) Views of the Fall. (Part C:) What about babies and small infants and children before the age of accountability? Do they die in their sins? What is the role of parents in teaching sin and salvation?
Week Five: What are the consequences of the Fall and the nature of Original Sin? How many different kinds of sin are there and how should that help us in gaining victory over our sin? 
Week Six: What is the anatomy of temptation and the Tempter: Satan? How does a true believer gain victory over his or her sin?
Week Seven: How does Armenian theology compare with Calvinistic theology on the subject of sin?
Week Eight: CROSS-WORDS. Pastor Pete will lead us in a cross-word puzzle review of the great words that summarizes the teaching on the Doctrine of Sin.


Lesson Four & Five Outline: (Part A) What are the causes for the Fall? (Part B) What are the views of the Fall? (Part C:) What about babies and small infants and children before the age of accountability? Do they die in their sins? What is the role of parents in teaching sin and salvation? What are the consequences of the Fall and the nature of Original Sin? How many different kinds of sin are there and how should that help us in gaining victory over our sin? 


Part A: CAUSES FOR THE FALL:

1. When did God begin to question Adam and Eve about their sin? See Genesis 3:8-11


2. How did Adam and Eve respond to God’s question? Verses 12-13


3. Do we have any reason to assume Adam was with Eve when she spoke to the serpent? 
4. What conclusions should we come to with I Timothy 2:14? Who was God directing His question to?


5. Look carefully at I John 2:16. How was this template present with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden? Is this the same ploy Satan and his demons use with us today?

1. The Lust of the Flesh: (Genesis 3:6) Compare with Genesis 2:17 “…Good for Food…”

1. The Lust of the Eyes: (Genesis 3:6) “…Pleasant to the eyes…” 

1. The Pride of Life: (Genesis 3:6) “…and a tree desirable to make one wise…”

6. Is there a possibility of any of us were in Adam or Eve’s place that we would have made another decision? Why or why not?


7. Wasn’t God complicit in the sin of Adam and Eve? (L.S. Chafer)

1. “While the truth that God foreknew the oncoming reality of sin does not constitute a beginning, in the sense that it presents no enactment of sin. His foreknowledge does enter largely into this phase of the doctrine of sin… suffice it to say that, in the permissive will of God there has arisen a kingdom of darkness into which are gathered fallen angels and fallen human beings.”

8. Look at I Corinthians 10:13. How does this verse answer the question of whether Adam and Eve had what it took to say NO to temptation and the Tempter? Was Adam and Eve given a way of escape?


9. What do you think was Satan’s motive and objective in the temptation of Genesis 3:?


Part B: CAUSES FOR THE FALL:

10. Why do you think many “biblical scholars” insist the story of the fall of man is allegorical and not literal? If the account is just allegorical what implications does that have for the theology of sin itself?


11. Why then is the literal interpretation of the Fall in Genesis 3: essential for true biblical interpretation? 

1. Jesus and the Apostles refer to the Fall of Man in a ______________________ sense.

1. There is no internal _____________________ that would suggest another view.

1. Without the Fall of Man there is no need for man’s _________________________. The Gospel essentially becomes nonsense.

1. In Isaiah 64 and Romans 3:9-18 we are given a true description of man’s spiritual condition. Discuss the implications of this revelation.

1. See Matthew 5:20 and James 2:1. What would mankind have to do to attain God’s perfect standard of righteousness?
12. What are some evidences of the sin nature within mankind from the moment of conception?

1. From the ___________________ to the Grave: (Psalm 58:3)

1. The ___________________________ of Sin. (I Kings 8:16; Ecclesiastes 7:20;  Romans 3:19, 3:23)

1. The total _____________________________ of man’s entire human nature. 

1. The personal _________________________ of believers. (See Isaiah 6:5; I Timothy 1:15)

1. The _____________________________ response of those Christ came to save. (See John 1:11, 29;  2 Corinthians 5:21)

1. The Scriptures teach the Doctrine of ______________. (See Psalm 25:11; Isaiah 1:18; Jeremiah 17:9; Ephesians 2:3)

1. The desperate need for mankind’s __________________________ on a global scale. (See John 1:29, 14:6;  Galatians 2:21, 3:21)

1. The necessary process of _____________________________. (Titus 3:5,6)

1. The inevitability of _______________________. (See Proverbs 5:12)

13. What do the terms: 1.) Total Depravity and 2.) Total Inability mean when used in reference to man’s hopeless spiritual condition?


Part C: THE AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:

14. What is the age of accountability before God and how do we know if babies, for example, go to be with God in heaven when they die? (See example of King David in 2 Samuel 12:23)


15. What then is the Christian parent’s responsibility in raising their children? (Discussion)


16. What is the role of the church in this Biblical mandate?

IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL:

1. What happens when a rock is thrown into a placid pond? What are the consequences and ripple effect of sin upon a perfect world?


2. What was the ripple effect upon the Serpent in the curse of Genesis 3:? (Genesis 3:14)


3. What was the ripple effect on Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:? (Genesis 3:16-19; Romans 8:18)
4. What was the ripple effect on the earth itself in Genesis 3: and Romans 8:21-22?


5. What was the ripple effect on Satan and his Demonic horde? (Genesis 3:15; John 12:31; 16:11)


6. What was the ripple effect on the intimacy between Adam and Eve and God Himself? 

DIFFICULTIES CONNECTED WITH THE FALL:
7. Does God somehow bare responsibility for man’s fall? (James 1:13-18)

· If God is Omnipotent (all-powerful)
· And Benevolent (all-loving)
· How can evil exist from an all-powerful all loving God?
· Conclusion: Either God is not all-powerful or all-loving or the presence of sin doesn’t exist.
8. So then, where did the original sin come from? (James 1:14-16)


9. How could a loving God allow Satan to tempt His creatures to sin and corrupting His perfect creation?


10. Some essential things to consider:

· Temptation is never to be equated with sin. 
· God had given Adam and Eve the ability to reject, conquer and have victory over the temptation and tempter. (I Corinthians 10:13)
· Adam and Eve fully understood the Word of God and yet still chose of their own volition to sin.
· For God to have thwarted Satan’s attempt to tempt man would have undermined man’s free will.

11. Should one act of defiance and self-will result in such harsh consequences for that decision?

THE NATURE OF ORIGINAL SIN:
12. Theologians have wrestled since the beginning of time trying to come up with a concise definition of sin. What does the Word of God give as a concise definition? (Write out a definition using the following verses and terminology)
· I John 3:4
· The Westminster Shorter Catechism: “Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.” 
· Biblical words used to Describe Sin from the Old and New Testaments: Transgress or transgression, Error, to miss the mark, to wander, to refuse to obey God’s commandment, to actively revolt, rebel, trespass, disobedience, wickedness, evil, godlessness, moral perversion, unrighteousness.
· John Feinberg: “Sin is the creatures willful and intentional decision to disobey God by refusing to obey His revealed precepts. As such, it involves the decision by the creature to place his own desires and person above those of his Creator.”
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