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This theological study on the Doctrine of SALVATION is called the Doctrine of Soteriology: from two Greek words, “soteria” and “logos” which literally means, “A word, idea or study of salvation.

What is the Doctrine of Salvation: Because Man is sinful, and justly condemned to an eternity in hell, he needs salvation, he needs a Savior? Christ is the satisfaction (propitiation) for mankind’s sinful, wretched condition. Without Christ and His blood atonement for our sin all of us would be hopelessly lost in our sin. 

Lesson 4: We will unpack the terms “Election” Predestination” and the Doctrines within the acronym T.U.L.I.P. This study is essential in fully understanding and submitting to the absolute sovereignty of Almighty God. Every believer needs to grapple with these doctrines of grace in his or her own heart and mind and come to a place of peace, knowing God is good, all the time. In this study we will concentrate on the letter (U) for Unconditional Election.

1. For the Calvinist, the subject of predestination can be stated as follows: True or False?
· Election is that eternal act of God, by which in His sovereign pleasure and on account of no foreseen merit in them. He chooses certain out of the number of sinful men to be the recipients of the special grace of His Spirit and so to be made voluntary partakers of Christ’s salvation. – Strong, p.412.

· By election we mean that sovereign act of God in grace whereby He chose in Christ Jesus for salvation all those whom He foreknew would accept Him. – Thiessen. p.412

2. Fill in the blanks:

· The Calvinist bases election upon the ____________________ plan (according to God’s purposes).
· The grounds of election is in ___________ Himself.
· Salvation begins and ends in God’s Will and His ____________________.
· Man has ____________ part in election, predestination or in salvation.
· Election is _____________________________.


The term, “Election” in the Bible is applied broadly. Context is everything. 
To be elect is to have received by faith salvation. 
This word is never used in reference to the unsaved.

3. What is the Armenian viewpoint when it comes to Election? True or False?

· Armenian theologians reject the teaching of unconditional election. _____
· Armenians contend that it would be unfair for God to choose some and not choose others. _____
· Armenians use as their proof text Romans 8:29. _____
· Armenians rest their case on the free will of man as the ultimate cause for salvation. _____
· God decrees the future based on what He knows will happen in the future. _____
· The Decrees and Foreordination of God are a result of the Foreknowledge of God. _____

4. What is the correct interpretation of Romans 8:29? (Biblical Doctrine, MacArthur, Mahue, p.499)



5. What then is the ‘Golden Chain’ of Romans 8:28-30?

· Foreknowledge:
· Predestination: (See Acts 13:48)
· Calling:
· Justification:
· Glorification:

6. Where does the Biblical Idea of ‘Election’ come from?

· The Election of ____________________ as a people for special privileges and service. (Deuteronomy 4:37; 7:6-8; 10:15; Hosea 13:5)
· The Election of ____________________ for an office or special service. (Exodus 3: Deuteronomy 18:5; I Samuel 10:24; Jeremiah 1:5; John 6:70; Acts 9:15)
· The Election of ____________________ to be children of God and heirs of eternal glory. (Matthew 22:14; I Corinthians 1:27,28; I Thessalonians 1:4)
Election is an act of God before Creation in which He chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of His sovereign good pleasure.  – Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p.670

7. What are the characteristics of the Doctrine of Election? (Berkhof, p.114,115)

· It is an expression of God’s ____________________ will. (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; II Timothy 1:9; I John 4:9)

· It is immutable, and therefore renders the salvation of the elect ____________________. 
· It is ___________________ that is from eternity.
· It is ___________________. (Ephesians 2:8-10; II Timothy 2:21)
· It is ___________________. (Psalm 110:3; Philippians 2:13)
· It is not chargeable with __________________________. 
8. What is the twofold purpose of ELECTION?

· To save the _____________ and to give God the ________________.

9. What is the difference between the words, ‘Election’ and ‘Predestination’?

· ELECTION:

· PREDESTINATION:

10. Look to the Hebrew and Greek to discover what foreknowledge, election and predestination is all about?

· Hebrew: (YADA) – 


· Greek: (PROGINOSKO) -

   
11. The Doctrine of Predestination has two distinct parts: (Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p.113)

1.) Election and 2.) ____________________________. 

12. What are the Objections to the Doctrine of Election? (Grudem, pages 680-684)

1.) Election means we do not have a choice in whether or not we accept or reject Christ. 


2.) Election means we really have no real choices at all.


3.) Election means we are just puppets, robots and not real persons with free will.


4.) Elections means that unbelievers really never had a chance to believe.


5.) Election means God is ultimately unfair and unjust and not as good as He says He is.


6.)  Election means that it is God’s will that none should perish but that all should come to repentance.
13 What is the Doctrine of REPROBATION? (Berkhof, p.115-125) 

· John Calvin called this Doctrine: “A fearful decree.”

· “Reprobation may be defined a that eternal decree of God whereby He has determined to pass some men by with the operations of His special grace, and to punish them for their sins, to the manifestation of His justice.” (p.116)

· Matthew 11:25,26 – 
· Romans 3:3,4 – 
· Romans 9:22 – 
· I Peter 2:8 – 
· Jude 4 – (prographo) – to write beforehand…
· Revelation 13:8, 17:8, 20:15, 21:27 – 
· Is the term: ‘Double Predestination’ an appropriate term for a Reformed understanding of election and reprobation? – Grudem, p.670

14. When did ELECTION and PREDESTINATION take place in time and eternity? (See Ephesians 1:3-6)




15. Where is there a Biblical discussion on this difficult subject, to clarify for us the right doctrinal stance? 

· (See Matthew 11:25-26) –
· (See John 12:37-40 compare with Isaiah 6:9-10) –
· (See Romans 3:27,28) –
· (See Romans 9:11-15) –
· (See Romans 9:16-22) –
· (See Romans 9:30-32) –
“What ultimately makes the difference between those who believe and those who do not? If our answer is that it is ultimately based on something God does (namely, His sovereign election of those who would be saved), then we see that salvation at its most foundational level is based on ‘Grace Alone.’ 

On the other hand, if we answer that the ultimate difference between those who are saved and those are not is because of something in man (that is, a tendency or disposition to believe or not believe), then salvation ultimately depends on a combination of grace plus human ability.” – Grudem, Systematic Theology, p.678

“Tis a proper and excellent thing for infinite glory to shine forth; and for the same reason, it is proper that the shining forth of God’s glory should be complete; that is, that all parts of His glory should shine forth, that every beauty should be portionably effulgent, that the beholder should be exceedingly manifested and another not at all… If it were not right that God should decree and permit and punish sin, … there could be no such thing as any manifestation of God’s holiness in hatred of sin, or in showing any preference in His providence to godliness before it.” – Jonathan Edwards, The Miscellanies, no. 348, Biblical Doctrine, p.509,510

16. How does this Doctrine of Unconditional Election square with the Doctrine of Total Depravity?

“Scripture never teaches that God’s absolute sovereignty obviates the sinner’s responsibility to turn from his sins and trust in Christ. Neither is the sinner exhorted to determine whether God has chosen him for salvation or not. The sinner’s responsibility is not to discern the secret counsels of God’s decree but rather to heed the clear commands of Scripture to repent and believe the gospel.” – Biblical Doctrine, p.511

17. Where do we need to land when attempting to think properly and respectfully on these eternal truths of salvation, specifically regarding ‘Unconditional Election’?

· Ezekiel 33:11 – It should help us comprehend the awesome __________________ of God. (Matthew 11:28; Revelation 22:17)

· Romans 8:28 – It should be a ________________. Grudem, p.673

· Romans 11:33-36 – It should ________________ us.

· Ephesians 1:3-6,12 – It should cause us to give God ________________ and _______________.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]2 Timothy 2:10 – It should encourage us to _______________________. 
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