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Class Subject: Soteriology 701: The Study of SALVATION
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This theological study on the Doctrine of SALVATION is called the Doctrine of Soteriology: from two Greek words, “soteria” and “logos” which literally means, “A word, idea or study of salvation.

What is the Doctrine of Salvation: Because Man is sinful, and justly condemned to an eternity in hell, he needs salvation, he needs a Savior? Christ is the satisfaction (propitiation) for mankind’s sinful, wretched condition. Without Christ and His blood atonement for our sin all of us would be hopelessly lost in our sin. 

Lesson 6: We will unpack the letter “I” for ‘Irresistible Grace’ within the acronym T.U.L.I.P. This study is essential in fully understanding and submitting to the sovereignty of Almighty God. Every believer needs to grapple with these doctrines of grace in his or her own heart and mind and come to a place of peace, knowing God is good, all the time.

Calvinists teach that the grace of God is as immutable as the power of God so that man cannot resist it. They teach that since God of His own free will has chosen (elected) man and Christ has died for him, then man cannot resist the power of God that brings him to salvation. 

1. What does the term, ‘Effectual Calling’ mean?

2. When referring to the doctrine of “Irresistible Grace’ what are some of the misunderstandings? 
· This term seems to imply that people do not make a voluntary, willing choice in responding to the gospel.
· God’s work of effectual grace reaches down into the sinner’s heart to bring about a response that is absolutely certain even though we respond voluntarily. (Grudem, Systematic Theology, page 700)
[image: ]3. What happens when we are regenerated? 
· Ephesians 2:1 –
· John 3:3-8 –
· Ephesians 2:5 – 
· Colossians 2:13 –
· Romans 8:0 – 
· II Corinthians 5:17 – 
4. When did you have an assurance of your salvation? (Give Testimony)

5. Does regeneration come before or after salvation? Explain. (Grudem, page 702) 
· John 6:44 – 
· John 6:65 – 
· I Corinthians 2:14 – 
· Romans 3:11 – 
· Ephesians 2:4-5 – 
· Colossians 2:13 –
6. What are some results of a genuine, authentic, born-again experience? (Grudem, page 704,705)
· I John 2:29, 3:9 –
· I John 5:3-4 – 
· I John 5:18 –
· Galatians 5:22,23 – 
· Matthew 7:15-20 – 
If the Fall has left us unwilling to come to Christ, then God must make us willing if we are to be saved. Not everyone comes; only those come who God graciously draws to Himself, whom He has chosen for salvation before they even existed to somehow merit the choice. If He so moves our will, we inevitably embrace the gospel. (Understanding Christian Theology, Swindoll, Zuck, page 744)
1. Do you Enjoy _________________________ with God and Christ?
2. Are you Sensitive to _________ in your Life?
3. Do you Obey the __________________________?
4. Do you Reject this Evil ____________________?
5. Do you Love __________________ and eagerly await His Return?
6. Do you see a Decreasing _____________________ of Sin in your Life?
7. Do you ___________________ other Christians?
8. Do you Receive Answers to your __________________________?
9. Do you Experience the Ministry of the ______________________________?
10. Can you Discern between Spiritual Truth and ____________________?
11. Have you ____________________________ on Account of your Faith in Christ?
12. Do you love to _________________________ with Other Believers in a Local Church Assembly?
13. Do you Joyfully Share your ___________________?
14. Do you manifest ___________________ and Rivers of Living Water Flowing from your life?
15. Do you ________________________ as you have been Forgiven?
16. Are you a faithful follower ___________________________ of Jesus Christ?
17. Are you making _____________________?
18. Do you understand the power of the _______________________ in your Christian walk?
19. Are you faithfully in God’s ___________________? Do you have an Appetite for God’s Word?
20. Do you ____________________ God?

7. What does Monergism mean and what does it have to do with Irresistible Grace?
· Mono = 
· Energy =
[image: ][image: ][image: ]8. Which picture is a truer depiction of salvation?




When God created you, He brought you into existence. You didn’t help Him. It was His sovereign work that brought you to life biologically. Likewise, it is His work, and His alone, that brings you into the state of rebirth and of renewed creation. Hence, we call this irresistible grace. It’s grace that works. It’s grace that brings about what God wants it to bring about. 
If, indeed, we are dead in sins and trespasses, if, indeed, our wills are held captive by the lusts of our flesh and we need to be liberated from our flesh in order to be saved, then in the final analysis, salvation must be something that God does in us and for us, not something that we in any way do for ourselves. (R.C. Sproul – Legonier Ministries)
The history of the human race is the history of relentless resistance to the sweetness of the grace of God. Irresistible grace does not mean that God’s grace is incapable of being resisted. Indeed, we are capable of resisting God’s grace, and we do resist it. The idea is that God’s grace is so powerful that it has the capacity to overcome our natural resistance to it. It is not that the Holy Spirit drags people kicking and screaming to Christ against their wills. 
The Holy Spirit changes the inclination and disposition of our wills, so that whereas we were previously unwilling to embrace Christ, now we are willing, and more than willing. Indeed, we aren’t dragged to Christ, we run to Christ, and we embrace Him joyfully because the Spirit has changed our hearts. They are no longer hearts of stone that are impervious to the commands of God and to the invitations of the gospel. God melts the hardness of our hearts when He makes us new creatures. 
The Holy Spirit resurrects us from spiritual death, so that we come to Christ because we want to come to Christ. The reason we want to come to Christ is because God has already done a work of grace in our souls. Without that work, we would never have any desire to come to Christ. That’s why we say that regeneration precedes faith.
One of the clearest of these references is John 6. Commenting on verse 44,                    John Calvin explains how God draws sinners to Himself -
The statement amounts to this, that we ought not to wonder if many refuse to embrace the Gospel; because no man will ever of himself be able to come to Christ, but God must first approach him by his Spirit; and hence it follows that all are not drawn, but that God bestows this grace on those whom he has elected. True, indeed, as to the kind of drawing, it is not violent, so as to compel men by external force; but still it is a powerful impulse of the Holy Spirit, which makes men willing who formerly were unwilling and reluctant.
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