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Bring it Home / Introduction: “It’s good to be home!” It’s good to be back in the pulpit. Just so you know, when I am gone, I miss it. It is important to hear from our missionaries, from those who we support and pray for on the field. It is also important to hear from our elders and from others God sends our way with a message from His heart to ours. So, just so you know, when I am out of the pulpit, it’s not necessarily because I am tired of you or tired of preaching, I do myself a favor by having you listen to others who also speak for God as His ambassadors. Thank you for understanding.

In the flyer sent out, this past Sunday, some are available on the back table if you didn’t get one, I tried to share a concern I have, we have as Elders, for the correct handling of scripture and the necessity for hearing with each new week, from our pulpit, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our opinions, our methods, our ingenuity, our ideas are irrelevant when it comes to the task of ‘Preaching the Word.’ This is our task we’ve been given by Christ Himself. To preach the Word and to be instant in season and out, when it is popular and when it isn’t. We are to rightly handle the Word of God and to preach Christ. “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we might present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end we labor, striving according to His working which works in us mightily.”

This morning, we are tasked with rightly handling Romans 15:14-22. Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, takes us to the reason for his writing this letter to the church in Rome. When I looked at the passage for this Sunday, I marveled at God’s providence, for over 2000 years ago this passage has been waiting to be unleashed on hearers, believers, those seeking to know God and to make Him known. What’s so providential about the timing of this passage for this Sunday, is the amazing relevance of the little half page note I sent to you last Sunday. As ministers of the true message, the one message, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we need to get this right. Your time is precious. In these ninety minutes or so, it is our task, before the Lord, as the Head of His church, as the Chief Shepherd of the sheep, to give the Word, to get the message of the gospel to every person’s heart and table without messing it up.

There are three major points that Paul wants his readers, then and now, to understand and to glean from practically: 1.) What are the marks of a true gospel centered church? 2.) What are the marks of a true gospel centered preacher or pastor? And, 3.) What are the marks of a true gospel centered ministry? This message is so essential I am inserting the outline into the coursework we have written on Rediscovering Biblical Manhood. And having said that, let’s get to it.

As we come to the end of this amazing book and spiritual journey, we are a bit sad, at least I am, at having come to the end. Have you ever felt that way, at the end of a wonderful book or movie, you just didn’t want it to end or be over? It’s almost as if you wanted to somehow be transported into the story itself to never leave, to bathe in its story line forever. This book has yielded such rich wealth in theology: specifically, in the doctrines of grace. (Illustration of woman in Parker)

We began with the principle truths of doctrine: in condemnation, justification, salvation and sanctification and then we moved with the author into the practical application of those truths. We moved from ‘Perfect makes practice’ to now, Practice makes perfect.’ I have had the privilege of going through three complete systematic theologies, in three distinct theological institutions. God did that on purpose. I needed a good foundation. The Word of God tells us, ‘If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?’ This is the plan of Satan, to undermine the foundations. Therefore studies in systematic theology are so essential for every believer. Do you know what you believe? Do you know and can you defend why you believe it? If not, you need to be trained in righteousness. You need to be in the Word and the Word needs to be in you. “Let the Word of Christ dwell richly in you.”

1. Marks of a True Gospel Centered Church. Romans 15:14 Verse 14 is a verse rife with meaning for the Church. What are the criteria for finding a ‘Good Church?’ ‘I like the Pastor. I like the music. I like the programming. I like the fellowship. What should be the single most important factor for defining what is a good church? It isn’t explicitly stated in this verse, but it is woven through every passage of the Old and New Testaments. Christ is the Word. Is Christ taught? Is Christ preeminent? Is the gospel preached and proclaimed, not just for salvation but for sanctification, for life and godliness? What will be the inevitable results of good gospel centered preaching and instruction? Here we have it, three things. 

· It is Full of Goodness: This is a rare word in the Greek and essentially means a moral and ethical goodness that has an outward component of fruit, the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22,23 Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Gentleness, Faithfulness, Self-Control. Remember what Paul said in Romans 3:9-18? What happened? How did good come from evil? 

I was talking to a man the other day who stopped by to interview me for a Publication in Norway, of all places. It was a divine encounter. It will be interesting if he reports what I said to him. He was interested in how politics and Christianity co-exist in American, evangelical Christians. I said, are you ready? ‘Hillary was right! We are all a basket of deplorables.” She was wrong when she said we were irredeemable. Because of the redemption of Christ, we have been set free from the disease and cancer of sin. We no longer have to be slaves of sin. What should the world see in the true gospel centered church? Answer: ‘GOODNESS.” Not our own goodness but the goodness of Christ. No one is good but God. When I look around this room and the countless saints who have gone on to be with the Lord, I saw their flaws as they saw mine, but I also saw a certain goodness, that was like a brilliant light shining out from the darkness.

· It is Complete in Knowledge: Paul goes on to point out that a true gospel centered church will be complete in knowledge. What does he mean by that? I don’t think Paul is speaking of everyone having their doctorates in theology. This was not just academic, cerebral knowledge, this was wisdom born out of what people knew to be true and then believed to be true and then literally acted and lived out the truth. The truth will set you free. How does that work? Truth is just that, truth, it stands alone. It doesn’t need to be defended. To be set free by it is to act on it, to live it, to breathe it, to experience it in a practical way. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A true, gospel centered church has people within the body who live out what they say they believe. In a very real sense, we’ve all come in and out of hypocrisy. Where we become pretenders. Where we say what we believe but we don’t actually live it out. It is what conflicted parents say to their kids, ‘Do as I say, not what I do!’ Unfortunately, children see through our charade, they look behind our masks and see the real you, the real me. When under pressure the real you comes out. Remember Paul’s words in Romans 12:1,2? Before we can act right, we need to think right. Therefore you and I need to be students of the Word and to not rely on one meal a week to feed our famished souls. 

· It is Competent to Instruct and Correct One Another: How do you know, when as a church, you’ve reached a certain spiritual maturity in Christ? When you can receive correction and instruction. Would you say you are teachable as a believer? Often, when someone has needed correction the person who knows the truth will come to me, as their Pastor and tell me what I need to do to bring correction to an errant brother or sister in Christ. We call this triangulation. (See Matthew 18:15-20)

(See Boice, page 1849 on the reality of Evangelical Christianity in present day America) With all respect to our Mission Speaker, a few weeks ago, no man made method, no spiritual exercise or experiment can become a substitute for what the Word of God is meant to do in you and through you. The Word of God is enough. Jesus is Enough. The Gospel is Enough. Gimmicks, extra biblical exercises, mind games, yoga, TM, psychology, man-made wisdom can substitute for what God has given us in His Word. When we begin to look to the wisdom that man brings to our faith and not to the Scriptures themselves, we are on dangerous ground. It isn’t uncharted territory, we can see the devastation of denominations, mission agencies, preachers and teachers and leaders and seminaries who have slowly but surely slid into oblivion and irrelevance because they began to neglect Christ and the sufficiency of the Scriptures. (See Colossians 2:1-3:4)

I am so proud of you brothers and sisters in Christ. A few years ago, we had a speaker, when I was out of town, from Prescott Pines Camp. In bringing the message to the congregation he said some rather alarming, unbiblical things. When I returned, I heard not only what he had said from the pulpit but that some of you took him aside to correct him. 
I couldn’t have been prouder. Even a few Sundays ago, a few of our young men took the speaker aside to confront him on what he said. This is the mark of maturity, and of a true gospel centered church. This is one reason why many preachers are never willing to share their pulpits. This is another reason why many Pastors and leaders in the church are uncomfortable with home Bible studies, whether they be group studies for men, for women or for families. What happens is, the strongest personality gets to interpret the Scriptures.

The word ‘Competent,’ ‘Able Also,’ here is the Greek word, (dynamenoi) which has the idea of being powerfully effective. Using the Scriptures to correct, admonish, instruct be of help. How can we do this? In our own power, with our own intellect, with our own initiative? NO, in the (dunamis) the power of the Holy Spirit. The zeal of the Lord has eaten me up, in other words I must speak the truth even when no one wants to hear it or receive it. I am, we all should be compelled to defend the truth of the Word of God. We are to ‘Guard the Trust!’ (See I Timothy 6:20,21) 

WOW! Amazing. Paul said to the Ephesian church in Acts 20:31 “Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.” Do you know what this tells me? The instruction was tender, kind spirited, loving, gracious, uncondemning, instructive, patient. We can hit one another over the head with our twenty-pound family bibles, but of what good will that do, other than creating concussions out of growing believers? (See Ephesians 4:12-16; 30-32)

(Share the Illustration of Elder in Parker, Arizona) 

(Turn to Acts 19:24-28) This story of how Priscilla and Aquila handled one who was mishandling the Scriptures is how it is to be done in the church. Listen, beloved, when someone comes to you and shares a more excellent way, from the Scriptures, that exalts Christ, that has a laser focus on the One Message of the Gospel of Christ, we had better listen, for in listening, in being teachable, we are demonstrating a certain maturity in Christ and show ourselves to be wise in rightly dividing the Word of God and rightly sharing the message of the one true gospel, not a false gospel, but the true gospel of Christ: in His life, substitutionary death, burial and resurrection: the power of God to salvation.

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: So here we are, coming down the home stretch, almost done with this amazing book: The Book of Romans. Let us take with us this lesson from the Apostle Paul; 

1.) Seek to be full of goodness, not your own goodness or your own self-righteousness, but the righteousness and goodness that comes with knowing Christ.

2.) Seek completeness in not only what you know but in what you practice in your faith. Become a serious student of the Word of God. Don’t be content to feed on one meal a week, if that, but dwell richly in the Word, let it change you from the inside out.

3.) Seek to become competent to be able to instruct and confront others with the truth of Scripture. Do not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, you know this right? For it is the power of God to salvation, for salvation. 

Shall we pray?

Communion Celebration:













2. Marks of a True Gospel Centered Preacher. Romans 15:15-16

· Understand Your Calling
· Fulfill your Ministry
· Show Grace towards Others
· Preach Christ

3. Marks of a True Gospel Centered Ministry. Romans 15:17-22

· Give God the Glory – v.17a
· Don’t Despise Little Things – v.17b
· Give God the Credit – v.18
· Never Underestimate the Power of the Holy Spirit – v.19a
· Preach the Whole Gospel – v.19b
· Develop a Laser Focus of the Gospel – v.20-21
· Expect Trouble - v.22

Take it Home / Moment of Decision:
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