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Class Subject: Ecclesiology 801 - The Church.

This theological study on the Doctrine 0f the Church is called the Doctrine of Ecclesiology, coming from the Greek word, “ecclesia” meaning a gathering or an assembly of like-minded believers. As our society becomes more secularized the church must become more sanctified. Our nation and communities, our families and our society are only as strong and morally pure as the church. There is no more essential study than how we as a church must function and remain faithful until Christ returns to this earth. The one institution that God has ordained, next to the family is the Church. Marriage and the family are under relentless attack today by secular humanists and those bent on a one world government. Jesus said, ‘He would build His Church and that the gates of hell would not prevail against it.’

Agree or Disagree? “Worship is the missing jewel of the evangelical church.” A.W. Tozer
“Man was made to worship God. God gave to man a harp and said, ‘Here above all creatures that I have made and created I have given you the largest harp. I put more strings on your instrument and I have given you a wider range than I have given to any other creature. You can worship Me in a manner no other creature can.’ And when man sinned man took that instrument and threw it down in the mud and there it has lain for centuries, rusted, broken, unstrung; and man, instead of playing a harp like the angels and seeking to worship God in all of his activities, is ego-centered and turns in on himself and sulks and swears and laughs and sings, but it’s all without joy and without worship… WORSHIP IS THE MISSING JEWEL IN MODERN EVANGELICALISM. 

We’re organized; we work; we have our agendas. We have almost everything, but there’s one thing that churches, even the gospel churches, do not have; that is the ability to worship. It’s the one shining gem that is lost to the modern church, and I believe that we ought to search for this until we find it.

Worship recovers all that Adam lost. It is God’s way for each of us to find a progressively restored dominion in our lives. ” A.W. Tozer, Worship (Harrisburg, Pa: Christian Publications, n.d.), pp. 12,23,24

How do you think we are doing in this area of Biblical Worship? (See “The Ultimate Priority,” MacArthur, pages 21,22)

“Worship will only make complete ____________________ when we understand its place in God’s complete __________________. God did not give us worship as a test of will but as the source of our potential. He has not created man as a pawn or a plaything but to become a partner in His highest purposes.” Jack Hayford, Worship His Majesty, Word Publishing, © 1987, page 35,38,39

What is a definition of true Biblical Worship?

· The Old English Word for Worship: _________________________. ‘To ascribe to God supreme __________________________________, for He alone is worthy.’ – Ralph p. Martin
· (Revelation 4:10,11)
· (Psalm 96:7-8) 
· (Revelation 5:12)
· Worship is not only ascribing worth but also giving _________________________ and praise to the One we are worshipping. Consider coming before “The High King of Heaven.”
· The Greek word, (proskuneo) – literally means to kiss the ____________________________________.
· The Greek word, (latreuo) – literally means to render ________________ or give homage.
· The Outward Dimension of Worship: (Romans 14:18) verse 13 – 
· The Inward Dimension of Worship: (Ephesians 5:8-10)
· The Upward Dimension of Worship: (Hebrews 13:15-16)
Look at Psalm 29: List some defining ideas of what true Biblical worship truly is:


Look at Psalm 100: and do the same thing. 


Look at Isaiah 35: What is this ‘Highway of Holiness,’ Isaiah speaks of in verses 8-10?


Where was it that Worship failed in the Old Testament?

· (Genesis 3:)

· (Genesis 4: / Hebrews 11:4)

What does the Old Testament teach us about the priority of worship?

· (Exodus 20:2-5) -

· The Book of Leviticus: Seven chapters, 243 Verses. 

· (Leviticus 10:1-11) The Sin of Nadab and Abihu:

· Compare (Numbers 4:5,6, 15 with 2 Samuel 6:3-7) - 

· (Deuteronomy 6:4,5) -

· The Tabernacle: Why were there no seats in the tabernacle?

· The Tabernacle: Where was the tabernacle placed in the tribes?

· The Tabernacle: What significance was the ‘Burnt Offering?’

· The Tabernacle: What significance is there for the Ingredients for Incense? (Exodus 30:34-38)

· Compare (Exodus 30:34-38) with (Romans 12:1 and 2 Corinthians 2:15) –

· “Everyone did what was __________________ in his own _________________.” (Judges 21:25)  

· The Sin of King Saul in (I Samuel 13:8-14) –

· The Sin of King David in (2 Samuel 6:) – Substituting God’s Ideas with Our _______________________.  (Hayford, pp.118-121, 125-130)

UZZAH - _____________________________________________________________________________
AHIO -    _____________________________________________________________________________
MICHAL – (2 Samuel 6:16-21) ____________________________________________________________  
What are four kinds of false worship?

1. The Worship of _________________________ gods. (Isaiah 48:11; Exodus 34:14; Romans 1:21-28) Ultimately, idolatry is the worship of _________________.
2. The worship of the true God in a wrong __________________. (Exodus 32:7-9; Deuteronomy 4:14-19)
3. The worship of the true God ignoring God’s prescribed ________________________. (2 Samuel 6:) 
4. The worship of the true God in the right way with the ________________________ attitude. (Malachi 1:7-10; Amos 5:21; Hosea 6:4-6; Isaiah 1:11-15)
What are the four kinds of authentic worship? (See Psalm 24:3-6)

1. He who has _________________ hands
2. And a ________________ heart
3. Who has not lifted up his soul to an __________________________
4. And has not sworn ___________________________.
Looking at John 4:22-24 – What will always be the problem with our fallen sin nature and finding that missing jewel in authentic, biblical worship?

_____________________________________________________________________


          

· An ______________________________________ Heart. (Luke 9:23)

· _________________________________ Sin. (I John 1:9)

· A Wrong or ________________ Attitude towards _______________________. (Matthew 5:20-26)

· The ______________________ of the Enemy / Satan. (James 4:7)
· __________________________. 
· __________________________. (Matthew 13:58, 17:20; Hebrews 3:12,19)
How might living intentionally, true Biblical worship, become a way of life?

· ___________________ God. (Proverbs 1:7; Romans 3:18; Hebrews 12:6, 28,29)

· Seek to have a genuine ______________________ in your spirit when coming before God in Worship. (Hebrews 10:22; James 1:5-8)

· Seek to become a true _________________________. (Philippians 3:3)

· Get _____________________ before God. (Matthew 6:6) 

· Deal with any unconfessed __________________ in your life. (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 2:4)
 
· Develop a complete _______________________________________ upon the Holy Spirit.

· Give to God the _____________ part of your life. Give Him the ___________________________. (Colossians 1:18)

· Pray back to God _____________________ as a tool to provoke True Worship: 

John 1:1-5 
Colossians 1:9-23
Psalm 36:5-9
Psalm 29:1-2
Psalm 139:1-4

· Follow the example of _______________ in her choice to Worship Christ: (See Luke 10:38-42; John 12:2-7)  

· Follow the example of the ______________________________: (See Philippians 3:8-10)

“Christ was the Apostle Paul’s greatest goal in life and ministry. To win Christ, to know Christ, to love Christ, to have intimate fellowship with Christ, this was Paul’s ruling passion. If that is not central, then duty becomes a drudge, a chore; but when Jesus Christ is central in the life, duty becomes a delight.

This is a day when we have become very clever at developing techniques, a day when we are apt to be urging people to witness; and what usually happens? They witness for a while, and then they stop. Then they are exhorted to witness again, so they go a little further, then stop again. But why do they stop? Have you ever noticed in the Pauline epistles that Paul never urges Christians to witness, nor has he anything to say about foreign missions? Nothing! How interesting! If you have to constantly be telling people to witness, something is wrong with them. If you always have to be pumping up people to get them interested in foreign missions, something is wrong with the people. What is Paul always doing? He is constantly bringing you to Christ and leaving you with Christ.

When Christ is central in the heart of the man, what does the man want to do? He wants to tell others about Jesus, and he will do so effectively. Let Jesus Christ be central in the heart of a man, and he is going to be burdened and troubled because millions have never heard of Christ. It is going to disturb him into action. What he needs is not more exhortation; he needs Christ. And the Christ within him who died for the world will speak through him to that lost world. Without true passion for Christ, nothing works consistently. It loses its power. Jesus Christ was central in the life of the Apostle Paul.” Joseph S. Carroll, How to Worship Jesus Christ, Moody Press, Chicago, © 1984.

· Become a faithful, diligent student of the ________________ and Biblical _______________________.

“As I understand genuine worship and Biblical teaching, exhortation and exposition, I see the preacher and proclaimer of truth having as his objective to see the Holy Spirit draw people’s awareness of God and spirituality heavenward. The object of worship is God. The subject is God. The application is how we can come to know the true holiness and character of God in a deeper more intimate way. Paul said his goal in life was ‘That I might know Him…’ Possibly, the context has switched today to a bolder more man centered equation, ‘That God may know me (us).’” – From Pastor Pete’s Dissertation and Critique on the Purpose Driven Church by Rick Warren. Page 41

· Use as a personal vehicle for Worship the _______________________ or Worship Music. (SELAH) 

#262: “Holy, Holy, Holy / #88 Fairest Lord Jesus / #203 And Can it Be / #67 The Love of God

(Ephesians 5:19) - (See Hayford, p. 152)

· Do not neglect the assembly of yourself together with other believers in weekly _________________. (Hebrews 10:24,25; I Peter 2:5)

“God has given us much work to do as a people. Therefore, our foremost task is to become a people of much worship. We must precede all and all must proceed with worship. Biblical terminology calls a congregation a ‘Body’ and as a body we would be wise to pursue our mission in the light of a practical point related to ‘bodies.’ Bodies perspire. It has nothing to do with sin, it’s just our physical nature. But I think that suggests a lesson about worship.

‘Church Bodies’ tend to labor with perspiration-producing earnestness. That’s no sin either. But before all our bodies, worship is the fragrance with which we must cover ourselves. Just as a human body appropriately prepares itself with colognes, deodorants and perfumes, lest the unpleasantness of the natural odor produced by working causes the body to become objectionable, so the Body of Christ, the Church must precede its God-appointed tasks with the supernatural sweet savor and incense of worship. It’s our only security against the ‘smell of the flesh’ tainting the atmosphere wherein God seeks to display His glory.” (Hayford, p. 93)

· Do not neglect the ______________________ principle in your life. (Leviticus 23:3; Colossians 2:11-17)

· Do not be intimidated with other people and their intimidating worship ________________________. (Colossians 2:18,19)

· Submit your life and Spirituality to a __________________ in your life as ______________________ a faithful and diligent Disciple of Jesus Christ. (II Timothy 2:2)

· Become a ________________ yourself as a Paul to a Timothy. Begin with your ___________________. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8)

· Understand that your ________________ is the ___________________ of the Holy Spirit. (I Corinthians 6:19; Hebrews 10:19-22) 

Who’s invited to Worship?
· Worship was never intended by God to be an occasion for proving one’s ______________________ in religion but rather to satisfy one’s hunger and thirst for God.
· Sunday morning was never intended to become a weekly test of personal _____________________, (ORTHOPRAXY) but, was meant to provide the opening of a reservoir of refreshing by inspiration, insight and blessing.
· As long as worship is focused on protecting God from unworthy participants, it can never serve His purpose as a resource for incomplete and broken mankind to find completion and wholeness in His presence.
· Worship is for God’s eternal ___________________. He is the audience and His people are the worshippers. We will worship God throughout eternity and never tire of it. (Hayford, pp. 56,57)

What will be the inevitable results of True, Biblical, Christ centered Worship?

· God will be ________________________. (Leviticus 10:3; I Corinthians 10:31; Psalm 50:23)

· True believers will be ________________________. (Psalm 24:4)

· [image: ]The Church will be _______________________. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

· The lost are _________________________.

 

GLORIOUS GOD,
It is the flame of my life to worship Thee,
The crown and glory of my soul to adore Thee, 
My heavenly pleasure to approach Thee.
Give me power by Thy Spirit to help me worship now,
That I may forget the world, be brought into fullness of life, be refreshed, comforted, blessed.
Give me knowledge of Thy Goodness, that I might not be over-awed by Thy Greatness;
Give me Jesus, Son of Man, Son of God, that I might not be terrified, 
but be drawn near with Thy filial love, with holy boldness.
Jesus is my Mediator, my Brother, my Interpreter, my Branch, my Dayspring, my Lamb;
Him I glorify, in Him I am set on high.
Crowns to give I have none, but what Thou wilt give, I will return to Thee,
Content to feel that everything is mine when it is Yours 
and the more fully mine when I have yielded it all to Thee.
Let me live wholly to my Savior, free from distractions, from carking (burdensome, annoying) care,
From hindrances to the pursuit of the narrow way,
I am pardoned through the blood of Jesus – Give me a new sense of it, 
Continue to pardon me by it, May I come every day to the fountain, and every day be washed anew,
That I may worship Thee always in Spirit and Truth.
Unnamed Puritan Worshiper
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