Series: The Book of Romans
“Do You Know God’s Will for Your Life?”
(Finding Rest and Refreshment in the Will of God)
Romans 15:22-32
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Bring it Home / Introduction: This is an appropriate passage, lesson and sermon for the second Sunday of 2020. Who of us knows why we are here and what it is that God has called us to be and to do for Him in His kingdom? What could possibly be worse than to fritter away our lives missing completely what God created us on earth to be, to do for His eternal glory? A great book I could recommend to you especially if this is a subject you want to get right in your personal life is “Don’t Waste Your Life” by John Piper.

Too many professing believers live their lives as if they were practical atheists, as if God didn’t exist at all or have any place whatsoever in their lives. This message is for all of us this morning. Not only for us to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith but to also examine ourselves to see if we are walking in the will of God.

Please turn with me to the Book of James, James 4:13-17. (Read) Would you say knowing and doing the will of God is important, possibly even essential to spiritual health and growth? Some, looking into these passages and subjects, get themselves all wrapped up in the wrong things. They choke on the little things they think they are to do for God, and they miss the big picture altogether. 

My proposition statement for you this morning is this: ‘Every true believer must seek to know the will of God for their lives with all their heart, soul, mind and strength and then they are to do whatever is necessary to see to it they live in obedience to that overarching vision.’

Entire Seminary courses deal with this subject of the Will of God. Let me give it to you in the simplest form possible. There are three parts to the Will of God: 
1.) God’s Sovereign Will Known Only to Him. God asked the Old Testament character Job the question, ‘Where were you when I created the earth and set the boundaries of the oceans?’ The idea God was trying to communicate to Job is simple. You don’t know everything and I’m not going to tell you everything. The reason being our tiny finite brains couldn’t possibly comprehend the width, depth, height and Sovereign power of Almighty God. 

2.) God’s Revealed Will is known through the Revelation of His Word in the Bible. God has given us all we need to know for life and godliness within His Word. There are many places within Scripture that declare outright, ‘This is the Will of God for you…” To not be unequally yoked together with an unbeliever, to abstain from any appearance of evil, to not sin with impure thoughts or actions, to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness… This would of course presume we are in the Word, we have placed ourselves under the instruction of the Word of God and that we are indeed, submitting to the known will of God for our lives. 

3.) God’s Permissive Will. Do you think God cared whether you had Cheerios, French Toast or Poached Eggs for Breakfast? Did you ask God whether it was okay to wear what you put on this morning?

Let’s have a bit of fun with this subject: (Review the three parts to the will of God) Now, do you think God has a perfect will? In other words, do you believe there is one woman, or one man that God has set apart for you to be married too? If so, what if you marry the wrong man, the wrong woman, does that mean the person that was supposed to have married the one you married is also out of the will of God and has missed ‘God’s Best?’ Think of the carnage to God’s ‘Perfect Will’ with one bad decision? Trust me, God is NOT limited to our foolish decisions. It is His sovereign decrees that shall stand.

Now, turn with me to Romans chapter 15: verses 22-32. Verse 33 we will reserve for next week’s message. The Apostle Paul, as he begins to wrap up his letter to the church in Rome, lays out what he wanted to do, what God told him to do and what he ended up doing. God laughs when we make our plans. We plan our ways; but God directs our steps. (Proverbs 16:9)

1. REVERENTLY, Consider God’s Providence. (Romans 15:22) Paul shares with his readers the reason for his passion to share the gospel of Jesus Christ (verse 20,21) Paul had a plan, he believed it to be God’s will for his life and Paul pursued it with all of his might. This is fascinating, beloved, many of us quit too soon. We give up before we see God do His greatest work. (illustration of Dee Duke’s visit to the Shipyards of San Diego) 

Definition of the theological term: ‘Providence.’ Where God’s sovereign will is decreed and carried out through His precise and exacting plan, through physical and immaterial beings and all of creation. (Illustration of Providence with Elizabeth as a toddler in SLC)

How tragic to find out after a lifetime of pushing that we were pushing into the wrong thing! Like climbing the ladder of success only to find out it was leaning against the wrong building, the wrong wall.

Just like Jesus, the Apostle Paul’s heart cry and life’s mission was to complete what God had called him to do for Him. Jesus said, in John 5:30 “I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent me.” When we are faithful to our calling in this life, the calling itself will hinder us from many of the selfish, self-serving things we would like to do or like to be. (Illustration of living close to our Grands in Monmouth, Oregon)

The word, ‘Hindered’ here literally means to cut into or to cut out. It was used of deep trenches cut across roads to keep invading armies from crossing into cities, territories or regions of which they were not welcomed. For reasons known only to God, Paul was continuously kept from coming to the church in Rome. We call this providence. We plan our ways; God directs our steps. We need to roll with what God gives us, sends us but at the same time press in to where we believe we need to be. We don’t know whether it is Satan or other forces lined up against God and His will that are trying to dissuade us from coming into territory we are not welcomed in. An excellent place to start, in discerning God’s will for your life, is reverently considering God’s providential will. 

2. HUMBLY, Make Plans Knowing God will Direct Your Steps. (Romans 15:23,24) God doesn’t expect you to sit on the side of your bed every morning waiting for instructions before you move out into your day. God often gives us the desires of our hearts especially when our desires become His desires. Spain was where Paul wanted to go because, as you remember him saying earlier, he didn’t want to sow or plant seed where others had planted. He was a trailblazer, a missionary of missionaries. Spain was not yet evangelized and as it ended up wouldn’t be evangelized until the end of the third century. God knows what He is doing. We need to find out where He is working and then join Him where He is working. 

Making plans is not necessarily a bad thing, unless we are dreaming and planning and then asking God to bless our plans. I have been in a few churches where planning was everything. There was a corporate mindset in the church that required detailed planning and an efficient strategic implementation of the plan. (Illustration of Family Bible Church: Waiting on God) Are you willing to set your dreams and plans aside when you realize they are conflicting with the plan of God? (See Luke 14:25-35) “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord, it will stand.” Proverbs 19:21

3. THOUGHTFULLY, Strategize God’s / Your Priorities. (Romans 15:25-28) Once you think you know the will of God for your life and you have made your plans thoughtfully strategize and prioritize what is most important. How interesting, God seemed to go against Paul’s desire to go where no one had previously gone, because He ended up sending Paul back to Jerusalem, where the church was born but now was enduring great persecution and suffering. The church in Jerusalem needed help and the support from the Gentile churches spread throughout the region. Paul’s mission was to bring them needed support from these outlying churches. God’s will for the church in Jerusalem was for the Jewish church to see gifts being given to them by the Gentile Church, as years ago, they were considered the enemy (Gentile Dogs).

4. JOYFULLY, Step IN to God’s Blessings. (Romans 15:29) Whenever we step fully into God’s revealed plan and will for our lives, we step in to JOY. (J.O.Y.) It may not look like Paul was blessed. (See 2 Corinthians 11:23-33) We might be tempted to exclaim here, ‘Where was God in all of this?’ Beloved, there are times in all of our lives where it may seem God has abandoned us or that He is going out of His way to inflict pain, torture, misery, conflict, persecution and suffering on our lives. For what purpose? For His glory and for our ultimate good, Right? (Romans 8:28) 

Whenever you see someone going through unbelievable pain and suffering this is what you need to say to yourself: ‘God must trust them greatly with His glory.’ For as Paul learned to say, ‘I will glory in my infirmities, for when I am weak, God is strong.’ Some of the greatest blessings of your life will be in times of greatest personal sacrifice, torture and suffering. When we are squeezed God’s glory should come out. (Illustration of LIFE ACTION: Squeezing the Orange) 

I think this is so cool, so great here, Paul’s words in verse 29: “I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.” Would you agree? God’s greatest blessing in our lives is His gospel preached, experienced and lived out in all of its fullness and glory. (See Philippians 1:12-18) How could the Apostle Paul have been so cavalier with these ones who hated him and who preached the gospel out of spite just to get under his skin? How offensive that must have been to the Apostle Paul.

5. PRAYERFULLY, Seek Prayer Cover from the Saints for God’s Protection from the Enemy. (Romans 15:30) Definition of the word, “Partner.” 1.) One of two or more players that play a game against an opposing side, 2.) One who shares, a partaker, an associate, a colleague, 3.) One of the heavy timbers that strengthen a ship’s deck to support a mast. The Mast is the Cross, beloved! Our job collectively, is to hold up the Cross of Christ. This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Paul says, ‘I Urge You, I Beg You…” Why would he do that? Because it doesn’t take you long in doing ministry to understand you are only as strong in ministry, in life, in fulfilling the will of God as your prayer cover. Just like the Apostle Paul, I covet earnestly your prayers. I need them, I really do. Satan is like a roaring lion seeking whom he may drink down and devour. I need help. I cannot do this job alone, in my own strength, in my own power, with my own resources. I urgently, reverently, whole-heartedly plead for your diligent, most fervent prayers on my behalf.

The Greek word for strive together with me is the word (Sunagonizomai) where we get our English word, “AGONY.” This is the word picture Paul is painting for the Body of Christ, a team ministry, a team effort, we are all striving together, agonizing together for the sake of the gospel. If it is easy, it isn’t God’s will. Most often, God’s will come with a great personal cost and sacrifice. 

Prayer is doing battle with our flesh. That’s why Pastors often say, if you want to kill a meeting, call a prayer meeting. In my opinion the most important meeting next to the Sunday morning worship service is Prayer Meeting. And those praying right now behind the wall. ‘Prayer is the Work!’ What I mean by that, is not prayer alone, but fervent prayer makes our work WORK. Without prayer our work is just another activity of the flesh. (Illustration of D.L. Moody’s Church Basement)

Paul said in I Corinthians 9:23 that he did all things for the sake of the gospel. And in 10:31 whatever you do, whether it be in word or in deed do it all for the glory of God.’ He counted all things as loss, as rubbish, as manure, that he might gain Christ. Christ preeminent, Christ exalted, Christ glorified, Christ alone, by faith and grace alone, through the Scriptures alone for the glory of God alone. It was always, and must always be all about Christ.

6. CONFIDENTLY, Rest and find Refreshment in the Will of God for Your Life. (Romans 15:31,32) What was the prayer Paul was asking the Church in Rome to pray for him? Right here in verses 31,32. For deliverance from those in Judea who not only didn’t believe the gospel but were hostile to his message of the gospel. The word here for ‘Disobedient’ is the word for obstinate and unpersuadable. Jews who not only disbelieved the message of the gospel but did their utmost to poison the minds of those who were coming to faith. It would be easy to lose patience with those kinds of people. Expect opposition. Expect persecution. Expect suffering. For whenever you determine to put Christ first and seek to do His will faithfully, expect trouble and for all hell to be potentially unleashed. 

Paul, essentially said as he closed this section, that when he came, finally to the church in Rome he expected to come joyfully and that in and through his coming all would be refreshed spiritually. How insightful, beloved! When you are in God’s will, doing His will, focused on pleasing God through your joyful obedience, expect joy and refreshment to be the results. I’ve heard many people in the ministry talk about burnout. Listen to me carefully here, are you ready…. If you are truly serving God, in the Spirit, in the center of His will, YOU WILL NOT BURNOUT. Folks, listen, I get tired IN the ministry but never OF the ministry. If you are burning out it is most likely because you are doing your work in the energy of the flesh and not the Spirit. The Spirit of God does not burn out His servants.   

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: In closing, listen to a few more pointers in discerning the Will of God for your lives: Ask these six important questions, are you ready: 1.) Is it Scriptural? In other words, can I find the example or principle within the pages of the Word of God. 2.) Will it bring God glory? Is it more about God than about you? (I Corinthians 10:31) 3.) Will it further God’s kingdom on earth? Matthew 6:33, 4.) Will it exalt Christ and His gospel? 5.) Have I spoken to godly counselors to give me direction and Biblical counsel? 6.) Would I be comfortable if Jesus Himself joined me in what I want to do?

Do you know God’s will for your life? 1. REVERENTLY, Consider God’s Providence. (Romans 15:22) 2. HUMBLY, Make Plans Knowing God will Direct Your Steps. (Romans 15:23,24) 3. THOUGHTFULLY, Strategize God’s / Your Priorities. (Romans 15:25-28) 4. JOYFULLY, Step IN to God’s Blessings. (Romans 15:29) 5. PRAYERFULLY, Seek Prayer Cover from the Saints for God’s Protection from the Enemy. (Romans 15:30) 6. CONFIDENTLY, Rest and find Refreshment in the Will of God for Your Life. (Romans 15:31,32)

How tragic to live your whole life and miss the very reason for your existence? Do you think for a moment if you ask God to give you His will for your life, that He would withhold it from you? Determine to be faithful with what you have and what you know. Practice obedience. Listen to His voice through His holy Word. 

Closing Prayer.

Communion Celebration.
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