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Class Subject: Ecclesiology 801 - The Church.

This theological study on the Doctrine 0f the Church is called the Doctrine of Ecclesiology, coming from the Greek word, “ecclesia” meaning a gathering or an assembly of like-minded believers. As our society becomes more secularized the church must become more sanctified. Our nation and communities, our families and our society are only as strong and morally pure as the church. There is no more essential study than how we as a church must function and remain faithful until Christ returns to this earth. The one institution that God has ordained, next to the family is the Church. Marriage and the family are under relentless attack today by secular humanists and those bent on a one world government. Jesus said, ‘He would build His Church and that the gates of hell would not prevail against it.’

LESSON SIX: SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 
Why do you think Satan has used this subject of spiritual gifts to bring division and confusion to the Church?
· I Corinthians 14:33

Some Opening Remarks to Think About:

1. Good people are on all _____________________ of this issue.

2. What is the “More excellent ____________________,” NKJV according to I Corinthians 12:31?

3. Consider there are infinite varieties, manifestations, _______________________ and ministries associated with the use of spiritual gifts. We are to be good stewards of these gifts of the Spirit.

4. Remember that spiritual gifts are given ___________________________ by God for the edification of the Church.

5. Just because every believer has different gifts doesn’t mean we are not _________________________ to use them for the mutual edification of the Body and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Why do you think Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, chose to use the Human Body as an illustration of spiritual gifts? 


Imagine a Human Body where all the body parts are not cooperating with the directives of the head. What would it look like?


From Oswald Sanders: My Utmost for His Highest, March 5th, 2020
Is He Really My Lord?
…so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus… ACTS 20:24
Joy comes from seeing the complete fulfillment of the specific purpose for which I was created and born again, not from successfully doing something of my own choosing. The joy our Lord experienced came from doing what the Father sent Him to do. And He says to us, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). Have you received a ministry from the Lord? If so, you must be faithful to it— to consider your life valuable only for the purpose of fulfilling that ministry. Knowing that you have done what Jesus sent you to do, think how satisfying it will be to hear Him say to you, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). We each have to find a niche in life, and spiritually we find it when we receive a ministry from the Lord. To do this we must have close fellowship with Jesus and must know Him as more than our personal Savior. And we must be willing to experience the full impact of Acts 9:16 — “I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
“Do you love Me?” Then, “Feed My sheep” (John 21:17). He is not offering us a choice of how we can serve Him; He is asking for absolute loyalty to His commission, a faithfulness to what we discern when we are in the closest possible fellowship with God. If you have received a ministry from the Lord Jesus, you will know that the need is not the same as the call— the need is the opportunity to exercise the call. The call is to be faithful to the ministry you received when you were in true fellowship with Him. This does not imply that there is a whole series of differing ministries marked out for you. It does mean that you must be sensitive to what God has called you to do, and this may sometimes require ignoring demands for service in other areas.
The Four Basic Categories of Gifts:
1. Speaking Gifts:		2. Serving Gifts:			3. Sign Gifts:			4. Temporary Gifts:
Evangelism – Ephesians 4:11	Faith – I Cor. 12:9		Tongues – I Cor. 12:10		Apostles – Acts 1:21,22
Prophecy – I Cor. 12:10		Discernment – I Cor. 12:10	Interpretation of Tongues	Miracles / Powers 
Teaching – Romans 12:7	Helps / Ministering – I Cor. 12:	Healing – I Cor. 12:9		
				28; Romans 12:7	

Exhortation – Romans 12:8	Mercy – Romans 12:8		

Word of Knowledge –		Administration / Leadership - 
I Cor. 12:8 	 		I Cor. 12:5

Word of Wisdom –		Ruling – Romans 12:8 
I Cor. 12:8
				Giving – Romans 12:8
	
				Hospitality – I Peter 4:9

				Pastor – Teacher – Ephesians 4:1,11

1. The Speaking Gifts:

· EVANGELISM: (Ephesians 4:11) See II Timothy 4:1-(5) NT Example: Philip. (Acts 21:8)

Who at Family Bible Church?

· PROPHECY: (I Corinthians 12:10; 14:1; Romans 12:6) Fore telling vs. Forth telling

Deuteronomy 18:18-22 Tests of a Prophet.

Jesus was the last prophet.

Ephesians 2:19-22

Who at FBC?

· TEACHING: (Romans 12:7)

Romans 10:17

Hebrews 5:11-6:1

Who at FBC?

· EXHORTATION: (Romans 12:8) To come up alongside.

I Thessalonians 5:12-14

Example of Barnabus: Son of Consolation 

Who at FBC?

· WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: (I Corinthians 12:8)

A Spirit-bestowed ability to comprehend the deep truths of the Christian faith. One who has keen insight into the Word of God. Study comes easy for them, an appetite for diligent study. II Timothy 2:15 

An essential gift for the first century church without the completed canon of NT Scriptures.

Charismatic Interpretation: “I have a word of knowledge for you today?”
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· WORD OF WISDOM: (I Corinthians 12:8)

Definition of Wisdom:

The ability to give application of the Word of God to difficult situations, circumstances or complex issues, problems. Counseling gift.

Charismatic Interpretation: “I have a word of wisdom for you today?”

Who at FBC?

2. The Serving Gifts:

· The Gift of FAITH: (I Corinthians 12:9)

Romans 1:16,17 “Faith to faith…”

Ephesians 6:16 “The shield of faith…”

Hebrews 11:6, definition of faith: 11:1-3

I Timothy 6:6-12
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· The Gift of DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS: (I Corinthians 12:10)

Lesson of D.P.

I Corinthians 14:26-40 (14:29)

Who at FBC?

· The Gift of MINISTERING / SERVICE / HELPS: (Romans 12:7)

I Corinthians 12:28

Acts 20: 28,35

Who at FBC?

· The Gift of MERCY: (Romans 12:8; I Corinthians 12:5)

I Samuel 24:10-17

Lamentations 3:22,23

Hebrews 9:5-12

Colossians 3:12

· The Gift of ADMINISTRATION: (2 Corinthians 8:19,20 Context vss. 16-22)

I Corinthians 12:5

2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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· The Gift of LEADERSHIP / RULING: (Romans 12:8)

Who at FBC?

· The Gift of HOSPITALITY: (Romans 12:13; I Peter 4:9)

What does this gift entail? (Genesis 19:6-8; Luke 7:44; 11:5-8) 

I Timothy 3:2

I Timothy 5:10

Matthew 25:35

Titus 1:8
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· The Gift of PASTOR-TEACHER: (Ephesians 4:1,11,12)

BISHOP: (episcopos) –

ELDER: (presbuteros) – 

PASTOR: (poimen) – (Ephesians 4:11,12; Jeremiah 3:15; 22:22)

Who at FBC?
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NEXT TIME: The Sign Gifts and Temporary Gifts. 
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