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Bring it Home / Introduction: “You Must Be Born Again!” I can think of no greater message than what we will hear this morning. Having said that, there is much disagreement over the simple plan of salvation, as given to us right here, in these pages of Scripture. There is much disagreement in how to share your faith, exactly what should be the plan, the strategy, the method, and tools to share your faith. We can all get so caught up in each of these valid points of potential agreement and even disagreement we do everything but share our faith. The truth is, as budding Calvinists, as growing followers of Reformed theology, God will save those who He has providentially decreed to be saved, through His sovereign choice, before the foundations of the world. ‘Salvation is all a work of God.’ (Repeat after me) 

This passage before us, in this chronological journey of the four gospels has been preached for over 2000 years to death. The message is as relevant and as needful as the day John, the disciple of Jesus, penned these words for his hearers. Remember, from last week’s message, Jesus had just cleansed the temple. He had overturned the tables of the money changers, He had loosed the animals, captive headed for sacrifice, many of them lame, sick, old, and unfit for what the Scriptures mandated and required. Remember as well, Jesus is just starting out in His ministry. Everything He does, every action, every word, every circumstance was designed in the mind and heart of God before the beginning of time. There were no coincidences then and there are no coincidences now. Jesus moved seamlessly through every day and event within those days on mission, on point, fully focused and ready to do what needed to be done to present Himself for who He was and to reveal the plan of God for the fallen and depraved condition of man. 

My hope, for some of you who have heard the message of salvation time and time again, will be to first of all to marvel at what God has done in your life and give thanks from your heart. My hope is for the saved here this morning to quietly and fervently pray for the lost, that may be here this morning for their eyes to be finally able to see, that their ears will finally be able to hear, that their hearts will finally be able to receive the truth of the gospel. That the Truth will set them free. Truth is a Person: The Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:6)

In thinking of our role as messengers of the truth, of ambassadors for Christ, we are just one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread. God has given us the Word of reconciliation and He has entrusted to us, the Word of Reconciliation, as if God Himself were pleading through us, ‘Be Reconciled to God.’ Everybody has a testimony of the moment when they gained assurance of their salvation. (Tell your testimony)

Fear is an excellent motivator for evangelism. Part of our responsibility as evangelists, with the gift of evangelism, or for the rest of us who are charged to still do the work of an evangelist, is to share Christ, to share the good news, to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. We should all be consumed with this charge. While, as Calvinist’s, we believe God has His elect and those who have been chosen before time and the world was formed, we still have a responsibility, and YES, a privilege, to share the good news with everyone within the sphere of our lives, and even those God gives us, outside those everyday life spheres. We are to warn every man, and teach every man in all wisdom, so that we might be able to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

Just this last week, I was speaking to a dear woman in our church who was dismayed that in our preaching, behind this pulpit, we don’t hear enough warning of what’s to come. She was very gracious and respectful. And kudos to her this morning for sharing her heart and this essential biblical truth. Truly, the Scriptures admonish, we are to warn every man. Of what? Of sin, righteousness, and the coming judgment. You know, don’t you, that we all have a terminal illness. We are all going to die. Your soul and spirit will live on in eternity. We don’t believe in annihilation. It is appointed unto men to die once, and then the judgment. We are to warn every man woman and child, God places on our hearts, that when the rapture of the church takes place, if you step into the tribulation without Christ, there is no hope for you, for you will die under the spell of satanic delusion. 
Only those who have never heard the gospel will be able to be saved as tribulation saints, most likely it will be through the courageous and Spirit anointed ministry of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists. There are only two places you will end up, heaven and hell. Did you know there are more references in the Bible to a literal hell than to a literal heaven? Here it is plain and simple, all wrapped up in a plain brown paper bag, ‘Are you saved?’ Do you know that you know, that you know, that you know… if you were to pass away in the middle of the night that you would be with God in heaven? Is your blessed assurance in ‘Your Best Life Now?’ is your assurance in your good works?

After giving much thought to what this precious lady shared with me as her concerns, everyone has their own passionate take on what needs to be given the preeminence. Let me put it to you this way, if I shared what everyone has ever expected me to share in one sermon, we would be here for the full 24 hours. I am not trying to be disrespectful or facetious, I am saying we preach expositionally, word by word, verse by verse, chapter by chapter, book by book. As our youth would put it, ‘It’s all good!’ It is my serious and sobering intent, for I will have to stand before God one day, to preach the whole counsel of God as it is given to me. To do my utmost, to be a divine servant, trying to get the hot food to the table without spilling it or messing it up. Please continue to pray for me.

1. The Inquiry of Nicodemus: (3:1-3) Please turn with me to our text this morning, John 3:1-22. Let’s see how far we can get this morning. (See MacArthur’s Commentary on John 1-11, Review last week’s passage, page 96 – Now, the New Birth: pages 97-99)
 
His Credentials: (Verse 1) Nicodemus was no slouch. His name means, (‘Victor Over the People’). Church history records Nicodemus may have been a wealthy man. He was a Pharisee. That would mean he was learned, trained in the Law and the Prophets. He may have memorized vast portions of the Old Testament. He knew the facts of his Bible, but He had not yet come to know the very central theme and preeminent One who was the full and complete central theme of the Scriptures. Jesus was the Word become flesh. This meant that every Word of God was in a real and true sense Christ Himself. As a Pharisee, he would have considered himself to be one of the separated ones, from the rest of the populace. There were about 6000 Pharisees at the time of Herod the Great. 

Although they had great respect and esteem among the people, they were also despised for their obvious duplicity. Saying one thing and doing another. Expecting more of others than they expected of themselves. These pompous Pharisees had changed the beauty and simplicity of the Word of God to a list of do’s and don’ts. Nicodemus wasn’t just one of the 6000 Pharisees, he was a ruler of the Jews, possibly a member of the Sanhedrin. Seventy rulers in all. The Sanhedrin had many powers: to oversee and to judge civil and criminal matters, to be able to arrest, to conduct trials, as they would during the three trials of Jesus. 

His Confession: (Verse 2) Now we know and understand, why Nicodemus would come to Jesus under the cloak and cover of night and darkness. Here it is beloved, it is a good thing, like Nicodemus, that you’ve come this morning. It doesn’t matter when you come only that you do come. This is no guarantee, as we will see played out in Jesus ministry, that in coming you will be guaranteed salvation. Many came to Jesus, in many ways and forms but did not believe or truly follow Him or His teachings. 

Note what Nicodemus says to our Lord: “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with Him.” I want you to see this carefully here this morning, beloved. Did Nicodemus believe Jesus was the Son of God, that He indeed was God, or did Nicodemus believe Jesus had been sent from God, maybe even demonstrating the powerful works of God? Is that salvation? To know someone, to acknowledge who they are, isn’t to truly believe in who or what they are, and to become a true disciple and follower of their lives. This is why, hear me on this, one can be a church attender for his or her entire life and never know Christ, or be truly born-again.

Like last week’s precious message, Nicodemus was impressed with Jesus, enthralled with Jesus, in love with the idea, teaching and miracles of Jesus, but he really didn’t know or believe in Jesus. So many people who have a form of knowledge deny its power. So many are ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. What I’m so desperately trying to tell you, warn you, teach you, get through to you, is you need to examine yourself to see if you are in the faith. Never let someone else validate your faith or salvation. No one knows if you are truly saved but God Himself. (Danger of parental validation)
 
Jesus’ Command: (Verse 3) What was Jesus answer to Nicodemus? “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Whenever you see, in some Bible versions for this verse, “Truly, Truly” What this essentially means, this is true, so be it, let it be so. The actual Greek word here for truly or most assuredly (NKJV) is (amen, amen) (Illustration of the first session of Congress, Unitarian preacher, when he closed his sermon, “Amen and A Woman.”) How ridiculous and insane is that? What was Jesus saying to Nicodemus? What is He saying to us, beloved? (Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5,6) It is an impossibility for anyone to have ever stepped into heaven or through the gates of heaven apart from God drawing them, redeeming them, cleansing them, justifying them, regenerating them, sanctifying them and ultimately – glorifying them. ‘It is all of God.’ (Everyone Repeat)

Take it Home / Moment of Salvation: We could go on, but we will stop there this morning. Hear me, beloved, the warning for all our hearts this morning, is to hear the Word, to understand it, to believe it, to receive it, to let it do its regenerating and sanctifying work in our hearts. I cannot compel you to be saved. I cannot convince you to be saved. I cannot scare you enough to be saved. I cannot cajole, leverage, threaten, create such a compelling argument, environment, situation where you will have to come, simply because I will it to be so. If people come to salvation, ‘It is all of God.’ (Everyone Repeat)

Do you know Jesus? I’m not asking you if you know about Him. Do you know Him? Are you a true follower of Jesus? The Word of God tells us, ‘By their fruits you will know them.’ Do you have an inner witness that Jesus lives within and empowers you for life and service? (Romans 8:16) Do you like the idea of Jesus but are not necessarily willing to fully surrender your life to Him? 

Like Nicodemus, have you come to Jesus by night? Is yours a secret faith? Are you enamored with the life of Christ, the work of Christ, the power of Christ, the miracles of Christ, the essence of Christ? Do you have a form of knowledge but have denied its power in your life? Are you ever learning but have not yet come to the knowledge of the truth? Do you know that you know that you know that you know that should you die tonight or even this instant for that matter, that to be absent from the body would take you into the very presence of God? Do you fear God? Has your life changed in any significant, measurable way in 2020? Is it the aim and mission of your life to give Jesus Christ, as the High King of Heaven, the preeminence in everything? If you had to prove your faith in a court of law, could you? Would you?

It matters not who you are, where you’ve come from, what you’ve done – everyone comes to Christ in the same way, on our knees, on our faces, throwing ourselves on the mercy of the King. You can bow now or bow later, but every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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2. The Insight for Nicodemus: (3:4-8)

· His Confusion. 

3. The Indictment of Nicodemus: (3:9-13)

· His Chastening. 

4. The Illustrations for Nicodemus: (3:5-8; 14-15)

· His Clarification. 

5. The Illumination of Nicodemus: (3:16-21)

· His Conclusion. 

Take it Home / Moment of Decision:
2

