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Bring it Home / Introduction: “You Must Be Born Again!” – The most important question you will ever be asked is this: Have you? Did you? Will you be born again? Today, is the day of salvation. Jesus has just started His earthly ministry. He had been baptized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist, with the baptism of repentance. I believe Jesus was sending a message to people then and people now, He was giving us an example of what we would need to do to prepare our hearts for salvation. We call John’s baptism, the baptism of repentance. 

Jesus has performed a miracle at the wedding of Cana, by turning water into wine. I believe He was sending a message to everyone paying attention that the best had come. God had saved His best for last. Jesus had chased the money changers and merchants selling sacrifices in the Temple courtyard away in every direction. I believe Jesus was letting everyone know, who was paying attention that the old Temple sacrificial system was being exchanged for something better. The blood of bulls and goats was no longer sufficient. The Father had sent His Lamb, as the perfect sacrifice, to seek and to save those who were lost. And now, Jesus turns His attention to this Pharisee, who has come to Him by night. There is much to learn of ourselves, of God Himself and the true nature and plan of salvation. Our desperate need and God’s amazing grace to the elect. Last time we centered on just one point, the first point in our outline:

1. The Inquiry of Nicodemus: (3:1-3) Please turn with me to our text this morning, John 3:1-21.  
 
His Credentials: (Verse 1) Nicodemus name means, (‘Victor Over the People’). Church history records Nicodemus may have been a wealthy man, a Pharisee, (one of over 6000) at that time, he was learned, trained in the Law and the Prophets. He may have memorized vast portions of the Old Testament. He knew the facts of his Bible, but He had not yet come to know Jesus, the Word become flesh. He was a ruler of the Jews, possibly a member of the Sanhedrin, seventy rulers in all.

His Confession: (Verse 2) “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with Him.” Did Nicodemus believe Jesus was the Son of God, that He indeed was God, or did Nicodemus believe Jesus had been sent from God, maybe even demonstrating the powerful works of God? Is that salvation? Nicodemus was impressed with Jesus, enthralled with Jesus, in love with the idea, teaching and miracles of Jesus, but he really didn’t know or believe in Jesus enough to put his full faith, trust, belief and confidence in Christ alone for his salvation. So many people who have a form of knowledge deny its power. 
 
Jesus’ Command: (Verse 3) What was Jesus answer to Nicodemus? “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Truly, Truly” What this essentially means, this is true, so be it, let it be so. The actual Greek word here for truly or most assuredly (NKJV) is (amen, amen) (Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5,6) 

Last week we asked this question, at the end of the message, do you know Jesus? I’m not asking you if you know about Him. Do you know Him? Are you a true follower and disciple of Jesus? Like Nicodemus, have you come to Jesus by night? Is yours a secret faith? Are you enamored with the life of Christ, the work of Christ, the power of Christ, the miracles of Christ, the essence of Christ? Do you have a form of knowledge but have denied its power in your life? Are you ever learning but have not yet come to the knowledge of the truth? Do you fear God? Do you fear death, hell and the coming judgment at the Great White Throne Judgment? Has your life changed in any significant, measurable way in 2020 and now into the first few weeks of 2021? Is it the aim and mission of your life to give Jesus Christ, as the High King of Heaven, the preeminence in everything?

2. The Insight for Nicodemus: (3:4-8) Read. Honestly, beloved, spiritual insight is quite impossible for the unbeliever. (See I Corinthians 1:18-2:16) For 2000 years good men and women have struggled to do justice to what we are about to read here in verses 4-8. In response to what Jesus had told Nicodemus, ‘You must be born again.’ Nicodemus responds not from defiance, or in a mocking tone, but genuinely perplexed, he poses his own question. 

Nicodemus’ Confusion: (Verses 4-8) Remember, that God is not the author of confusion, Satan is. He is the Prince of darkness and he will do his utmost to keep your understanding cloaked for as long as possible. It is Christ who sets us free. It is His Word that, with the help of the Holy Spirit, enlightens us to the truth, and not just the truth but a spiritual understanding of the truth. It is the Truth that will set you free. 

No one seriously thinks that Nicodemus was thinking he could somehow crawl back into his mother’s womb. He understood Jesus was telling him he needed to start all over again. Possibly he was stalling for time to give thought to this startling revelation. Don’t miss this brothers and sisters in Christ: Jesus was telling Nicodemus and He is telling each one of us, in this same manner, are you ready? Salvation is not something you add to your life as a result of your efforts in acquiring it. All world religions and Cults are all about adding something to our pathetic lives. Nicodemus was already devoted. Nicodemus was already religious. Nicodemus had already gone through the proper training to become a Pharisee and a leader of the Jews. Nicodemus had already disciplined himself in the religion of Judaism. Nicodemus had already denied himself much as he compared himself with the rest of the gentile world. Nicodemus had come to Jesus by night to see what he could add to his faith.

Nicodemus heard right. He heard exactly what Jesus had said to him. Here it is: “Start Over!” Throw out everything and start over. Now hear me, beloved, nothing in our lives is ever wasted. God uses everything for His glory and for our good, but when coming to God in salvation, everything we are and have is filthy rags in His sight. Worthless garbage. The apostle Paul, like Nicodemus, had been trained in the law under Gamaliel. He had gone to the Harvard, Yale and Dartmouth of his day and Jesus was telling him, all your religion and degrees are worthless. Come as you are, broken, lost, desperate. Confess who you are, confess where you are, confess what you are and admit you have nothing in your hands to bring of any worth whatsoever.

Just as it is physically impossible to enter your mother’s womb a second time to be born-again, even so; none of us can come on our own merits or human effort. Whatever human currency we find to be worth something is foolish tender in God’s eyes. Consider this: What we hold in such high esteem and value, people murder, steal, connive and cheat to obtain, it will be the asphalt we walk on in heaven. I brought with me a piece of Family Bible Church Kingman’s parking lot. I will be selling it to the highest bidder after the service. (See Matthew 5:1-12; Philippians 3:7-10)

Verse 5: And now, Jesus answers Nicodemus again, and it is as confusing to many as was His first response. Truly, truly, most assuredly, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. What in the world? There are many worthy interpretations of this passage, this verse. Some think it speaks of two births: physical and spiritual. It makes sense if you consider the water being the amniotic fluid that breaks when a baby is brought into the world. Others insist the water speaks to the symbol of baptism, but then that would mean we must be baptized to be saved. We call that ‘Baptismal Regeneration.’ The Christian Church denomination adheres to this interpretation. One needs to be baptized to be saved, and not just any baptism, you must be baptized into their church denomination to be saved. What do they do with the converted thief on the cross? He wasn’t baptized. 

If water baptism were necessary for salvation it would be reasonable to require it in every reference to salvation. Still others insist that the water speaks to the ceremonial washings required under the old system and religion of Judaism. But, we’ve already understood these ceremonial washings had no affect on the filth and depravity of the human heart. One must be thoroughly convinced of their lostness before they are ready to be saved. Many people say, ‘Saved from what? I’m okay, you’re okay.’

How about this simple interpretation? Jesus expected Nicodemus to understand what He was speaking of when using these words and this illustration. The simple truth is most often the plain truth, the correct interpretation. 
Water is a symbol of the need for inner cleansing. Jesus spoke to the Pharisees as having washed the outside of their cup but the inside was filthy and in desperate need of cleansing. (Titus 3:5) The washing of regeneration, the work of the Holy Spirit. The only way we can be truly cleansed of our sin, wickedness, spiritual fallenness and human depravity is the work of God Himself in our inner cleansing and washing. (See Ezekiel 36:24-27)  

Verse 6-7: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’” Human nature can only beget human nature. Only God can change the human heart and the human condition. Salvation is all of God from start to finish. (Philippians 1:6) How ironic that all Nicodemus had been taught, all his degrees, all his experience, all his prestige, position and standing equaled = NOTHING.

Verse 8: “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone born of the Spirit.” In all our wisdom and with all the talk of global climate change, is there really anything that we did or possibly could do to mess it up, and honestly, is there anything we can do to fix it, if indeed it is that broken? 

With all our human ingenuity, power, wisdom, education, and technology, we still can’t predict with 100%accuracy the weather or the trajectory of a hurricane or tornado. Our infatuation with ‘Mother Earth,’ as if that is all we have, is laughable. MacArthur is quoted as having said, years ago, my paraphrase, ‘If you hate seeing what man has done to our planet, wait till you see what God’s going to do with it.’ He will destroy this earth one day with fire and create a new heaven and a new earth for His glory. If we literally, have no control over the wind and the weather what makes us think we could possibly control ourselves or somehow work our way to perfection? How can imperfection attain perfection? 

3. The Indictment of Nicodemus: (3:9-13) Now Jesus puts the screws to dear old Nicodemus. 

His Chastening: In answer to yet another question from Nicodemus: ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus responds in verse ten: ‘Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?’ Like each one of us, who at times doesn’t like to receive what we’ve just heard, usually we double down, and our questions only get louder and more adamant. Does that sound like you? I know it often sounds like my reponses. 

Jesus continues and says, ‘Most assuredly, (Amen, Amen) I say to you, we speak what we know and testify what we have seen, and you do not receive Our witness, our testimony.’ Who specifically is Jesus speaking of here? Do you see it? God Himself is the witness. God Himself is the One who has born testimony of Christ and of salvation. Jesus goes on to nail it down for Nicodemus, ‘If I had told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is the Son of Man who is in heaven.’ 

What was the problem with Nicodemus and anyone and everyone else who trusts in their own wisdom, their own works righteousness, their own religion? (See Romans 10:1-3)

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: What happened to poor old Nicodemus? Church history suggests it was Nicodemus, later in Jesus ministry that defended Him before the Sanhedrin in John 7:50-51. It may have been Nicodemus who helped Joseph of Arimathea to prepare the body of Jesus for burial after His crucifixion. Church history strongly suggests that eventually Nicodemus became converted and became a true follower and disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Like Nicodemus, do we have a form of knowledge but have denied the power? Are we trusting in religion and our works righteousness to safe us? Do we comprehend that salvation is all of God from start to finish? Do we understand that everything we bring to salvation is dirty and filthy rags in God’s sight? That salvation is all of God and not of ourselves?  

I trust you have put your full faith, trust, and confidence in Christ alone, through the Scriptures alone, by faith and by grace alone for the glory of God alone. We are to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith. Jesus told His disciples that they would know the truth and the Truth would set them free. Truth is a Person. 
Don’t trust in your own goodness, for you are not good enough. Don’t trust in a priest or preacher, creed, church, or religious affiliation. Don’t trust in anything or anyone other than Christ Himself. Have you been born again? Is the power of Christ being formed in you, in your heart, in your mind, in your life? Come to Jesus. Trust in Jesus. Believe in Jesus. (Romans 10:9,10)

Shall we Pray?

Hymn #116 Take the Name of Jesus With You
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