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Bring it Home / Introduction: There is a great sickness in our world right now. The disease is terminal. None of us will escape it alive. All of us are infected. No, its not Covid 19. It’s much, much worse. The infection rate is 100%. Men are the carriers of the disease. No mask or social distancing will remedy the problem. This disease has been with us since the beginning of time itself. The ripple effect of this sickness is like a tsunami that has been building, cresting and crashing down upon humanity for the last 6000 years. 

There is no known cure if left to ourselves. Mankind has done his utmost to try and cure the incurable. There is only One Main Cure for this sickness. We all know His name: The Lord Jesus Christ. The antidote to the disease, called SIN, by the way, is the blood of Jesus Christ. (See Romans 5:12-21) 

When we come as sinners to Jesus, we have to acknowledge that He alone is able to save us, to the uttermost, as the Scriptures tell us. That He alone can call us, from our sin, from our depravity, from our stupor, from our own self-righteousness. Salvation by grace through faith. It is a work only God can do. We are born crippled. We are born blind, deaf, mentally incapable of understanding His works, His sacrifice, His ability to become sin, taking our sin, standing in our deserved place, taking upon Himself the full wrath of God intended to fall on us fully, without reservation or restraint. Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost.

We are about to enter into another harmony account of this very same Jesus, who lived on this earth over 2000 years ago now, who now sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven, ever living to make intercession for us. By His stripes, through His suffering, in His sacrifice, we are healed, we are saved, we are justified, we are ushered into His eternal presence, in the fullness of joy, forevermore.

Some of you here this morning are bruised reeds and are likened to a smoking flax. We will make sense of those words later on in the message, so please listen carefully to find out if you are and what provision God Himself has made for you through His life, death, burial and resurrection. The gospel of healing. The Good News of wellness. Like a breath of fresh air, we all need to hear this message this morning. We all need fresh faith, fresh wind, fresh fire and fresh infusion of joy to our lives and souls. (See Luke 5:31,32) 

Look to the one sitting to your left and to your right and say these words with feeling, ‘You Are Sick!’ 

This morning, we are only going to get through the end of point one: Matthew 4:23-25. Are you ready? 

1. The Incalculable Healing Ministry of Jesus. (Matthew 4:23-25) READ. This passage is unique to Matthew, there’s no parallel account in the synoptic gospels or in the Gospel of John, we read of Jesus ministry in Galilee. If you take note to the message title and subtitle you will notice we have moved from chapter three to now chapter four. 

We are using this little book by Gary Wentz as our guide to the Complete Gospel, a blending of the four gospels into one continuous, flowing story of Christ’s life and consequently, how it will change our lives for the better. Chapter One was entitled: Good News of Great Joy! As we were all introduced to the Advent and Incarnation of Jesus Christ. Chapter Two: Jesus Starting Up the Ministry. Chapter Three: Jesus Rising Notoriety. And now, Chapter Four: JESUS – Rising Flame. 

What did Jesus do when He was here on earth? Verse 23: “He went about all Galilee teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease among the people.” 
There’s a job description if I’ve ever seen one. This teaching, according to the Greek tense, suggests a continuous action, repeated over and over and over again. Jesus was an itinerant teacher, evangelist for His gospel cause.

As a result, not of just His miracles but also His teaching, His fame spread like a rising flame, that caught the entire nation on fire. Jesus Christ is a consuming fire! Jesus never permitted Himself to get sidelined or sidetracked from His primary objective and ministry. He moved like a laser through the countryside delivering His message to the masses: The Gospel of the Kingdom. 

Note the three kinds of unhealthy people the multitudes brought to Jesus to be healed. The diseases and torments were literally every known disease, manifest in those days and every known torment or pain of every and any sort. Matthew takes a moment to break down the diseases and torments.
 
(1.) Jesus begins with demon possession. Jesus, wherever He went encountered people who were demon possessed and in every instance the demon manifested his presence in the person and sought some sort of relief from the possibility that Jesus was there to send them into eternal judgment. Incredible. Imagine it if you would. Jesus didn’t have to perform lengthy exorcisms. All He had to do was show up and the demons would manifest and flee at His command. 

I want you to remember beloved that Satan and his demonic forces have no power over the believer unless we give it to him. A Christian believer cannot be demon possessed, however; we can be oppressed of the enemy when we open up our minds and lives to his influence. We must be careful to guard our eyes, our ears, our minds, our bodies from anything that would seek to invade and corrupt what is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. (See I Corinthians 6:12-20)  
(2.) The second group Matthew identifies, that came to Jesus for healing, were what he called, ‘epileptics.’ The KJV refers to them as lunatics. (Greek: seleniazo) The literal origin of that phrase was someone who was (Greek: selene: moon) ‘moonstruck.’ Webster’s Dictionary defines this term: ‘moonstruck’ as one affected by or as if by the moon: such as being mentally unbalanced, or romantically sentimental or lost in fantasy or reverie. In all my studies I couldn’t find a definitive sense that the moon itself has some properties or influence that would cause anyone to become mentally ill or unstable, simply by looking at the moon. 
There have been many, over the course of time, who have made the moon their object of worship. The moon is a mystery in that Satan uses it for his own nefarious purposes. Some sincerely believe the Sun to be the male dominant form of worship and the moon the female, more feminine side to our worship. We are not to worship the sun, moon or stars, but the One who made them. 
Some synonyms for being ‘moonstruck’ would be: balmy, barmy, bats, batty, bedlam, bonkers, brainsick, bughouse, certifiable, crackbrained, crackers, cranky, crazed, cuckoo, daffy, daft, demented, deranged, fruity, gaga, haywire, insane, kooky, loco, loopy, looney, lunatic, mad, maniac, mental, meshuga, nuts, nutty, psycho, psychotic, scatty, screwy, unbalanced, unhinged, unsound, wacky, whacko.  
(See Psalm 121:) This was the first sermon I ever preached. In this Psalm the psalmist reminds the reader that God is able to protect us from the visible perils of the day and the invisible perils that may strike us at nighttime. This mentally ill group of people contains everyone from those who are given to seizures to those who suffer from mental illness. It is my conviction, that much of what we call ‘mental illness’ stem from issues of the mind and heart that are overcome or overwhelmed with sin, possibly, under the influence of satanic oppression. 

Whenever we put anything into our bodies, whether it be what we read, what we watch, what we dwell on. Whenever we ingest alcohol or drugs, we put ourselves under the influence of those substances. They don’t call alcohol ‘spirits’ for nothing. I have no idea what the percentages would be, if we could remove what we do to ourselves and to our own bodies, what would the percentage of those who truly suffer from mental health problems be? 

Mental illness is a real problem. It is a mystery to me and even to mental health professionals. This is why, going to Mohave Mental Health or any other institution that is government funded, that does not welcome the spiritual component in the counseling or healing process, is in my opinion close to being worthless. Jesus put an end to it. Can He do that today? Of course. (Illustration of Teen Challenge)

(3.) The third group of people that came to Jesus for healing were the paralytics. This would be a wide range of anything that would be physically, crippling diseases. These three words or terms, as one commentator defined it, stated that each grouping referred to those who were sick in some manner, sick and in need of healing: 1.) Spiritually: the demon possessed, 2.) those who were sick Mentally: the epileptics and moonstruck, and lastly, 3.) those who were sick Physically: paralytics and the like. Jesus has the power to heal whatever ails you. From the spiritual realm, from the mental realm and from the physical realm. Pretty cool, huh?

Verse 25: “And great multitudes followed Him – from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.” This was total and complete healing. Do we believe Jesus can heal today? Of course. We never demand a healing. In some cases, the sickness can be used by Almighty God for His ultimate glory. (See John 9:1-7)

Through the healing ministry of Jesus His miracles of healing proved that He was God, for no one could do what He did. Secondly, it demonstrated the fact that God cares for us. He knows what we are going through. He is not unfamiliar with our pain. He knows we are made of dust. He collects our tears in a bottle, the Bible says. If He didn’t care, He wouldn’t have wept over his friend Lazarus’ tomb. The Old Testament prophesied that Jesus would heal His people of their diseases but also of their sin. And, lastly, by performing these miraculous signs and wonders Jesus was illustrating what life would be like in His literal kingdom on earth, during the millennial reign of Christ on earth. Imagine that. (See Isaiah 35; Matthew 9:35 and 10:7,8)

Remember, unlike supposed, professing ‘Faith Healers’ today, Jesus healed directly with a word or touch. Much of what we see today in ‘faith healers’ is allot of hoopla. Many, if not most, of these men and women are fleecing the flock of God. Is it unreasonable to expect that the same God that healed in the New Testament Gospels and through the healing ministry of Jesus and the Apostles should be the expectation today as well? 

Secondly, Jesus healed instantaneously. Healing never came in stages with Jesus. Even the man who needed Jesus to heal his eyes with clay and spit, had his sight restored to him in the same hour. Thirdly, Jesus healed completely. There was never such a thing as a partial healing. Fourth: Jesus healed everyone who came to Him. In fact, some theologians and Biblical scholars believe that by the time Jesus completed His earthly ministry, of three and a half years, there was no sickness left in the entire region where He lived, walked and ministered. Fifth: Jesus healed organic diseases, meaning restoration of sight, hearing, limbs to walk, and so forth. Sixth: Jesus brought people back to life. Like I say at almost every funeral I do, “Jesus hated death, when He was here on earth, even more than we do! Every funeral Jesus attended; He raised that person from the dead.”

Can God do those things today? Of course, He can. It is important for us to know that God doesn’t work for us. He is not some cosmic genie that when we rub the lantern, we have our wish. God is not our cosmic bellhop of concierge. God is not our servant we command to run errands for us. As we study the New Testament, we begin to understand that what Jesus did in and through His healing ministry. What the apostles did through their healing ministry had much to do with authenticating the message and the messengers. Towards the end of the New Testament era and the first century we see the healing examples wane and dissipate in the Biblical record. (See I Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:20; James 5:13-18) 

We do not know for sure what the thorn was that the Apostle Paul asked God three times to remove from him. If it was Spiritual, like demonic oppression, for a believer cannot be demon-possessed. Or mental sickness of some sort like epilepsy. Or was it a physical ailment of some sort that God chose not to heal? (See 2 Corinthians 12:5-10)

God wants to heal us from our sin sickness first and foremost beloved. Everything and anything else is temporary and will have its healing in eternity future. Our physical bodies suffer from a terminal illness and will die unless the rapture of the church takes place first. The spirit part of us is also eternal and will either experience the second death at the Great White Throne Judgment or be delivered from the authority and power of darkness into God’s marvelous light and eternal life in Christ.  

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: The tragedy of this passage of scripture is that many, who experienced healing, walked away from Jesus, after experiencing a miraculous deliverance or healing, they went away still being consumed and destroyed in their sin. They still carried around with them, in their physical and spiritual beings, the terminal illness of sin and eternal damnation.

Think on this for a moment, if you will beloved, what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, gains physical and mental health and loses his own soul? Will you keep seeking the temporal when God can grant the eternal? Will you be satisfied feeling good and not being good? Will you be content with the pleasures of the world and miss Christ Himself? 

Everything is wrong with this planet mentally, spiritually, physically, politically, sociologically, economically, and in every other measurement of a healthy society. We are hopelessly affected and infected with mankind’s terminal illness. Sin destroys everything it touches. Satan has come to kill, steal and destroy but Christ has come to give us life and life eternal. The only cure for sin’s disease is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is Jesus Christ Himself.

What is the bruised reed and smoking flax of Matthew 12:20, “A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoking flax He will not quench.” We will give you a peek into next week’s sermon. A reed was often used by shepherd’s alone, tending their flock, they would fold it in such a manner as to be able to blow into it and make musical notes. Once it split it would be discarded as being useless. Oftentimes, in the course of life, we lose our song. We feel as if the music has stopped and we are a worthless reed, broken and needing to be discarded as being useless and worthless. God doesn’t see it like that. He sees your life as precious and worthwhile, enough to die for us. 

The smoking flax is a wick that has burned up and down so far that there’s nothing left to it. Some of you may feel as if your candle has gone out and there’s nothing left of the wick much less the flame of your life. Listen beloved, God doesn’t see your life like that. You are precious to Him. He was there when you were formed in your mother’s womb. He knitted you together then and He will keep you together now. When you find your healing in the Healer, the Great Physician: Jehovah-Rapha, the God who heals, you will find yourself well again, whole again, healthy again.









2. The Incident of Jesus Disciples. (Matthew 12:1; Mark 2:23; Luke 6:1)


3. The Indictment from the Pharisees. (Matthew 12:2; Mark 2:24; Luke 6:2)


4. The Instruction from Jesus. (Matthew 12:3-8; Mark 2:25-28; Luke 6:3-5)


5. The Illustration of Jesus. (Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-5; Luke 6:6-11)


6. The Insurrection of the Pharisees. (Matthew 12:14; Mark 3:6-12)


7. The Incarnation of Jesus. (Matthew 12:15-21)

1. Conformed to God’s Eternal Plan. (Matthew 12:15-17)
1. Commended by the Father. (Matthew 12:18a)
1. Commissioned by the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 12:18b)
1. Communicating the Message to the Gentiles. (Matthew 12:18c)
1. Committed to Meekness. (Matthew 12:19)
1. Comforting the Weak. (Matthew 12:20a)
1. Consummating the Victory. (Matthew 12:20b-21)

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: 
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