Series: The Complete Gospel: A Journey through the Four Gospels
The Sermon on the Mount – Part 22 PRAYER
The Disciples Prayer – Part Two
Matthew 6:11-15
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Bring it Home / Introduction: (REVIEW) Once again, three weeks in a row now, “How’s Your Prayer Life?” Have you made an honest effort to make whatever changes are necessary to make prayer a greater and higher priority in your life? We have not because we ask not, and when we do ask, we ask amiss, because we are asking to consume whatever we are asking for ourselves and on ourselves. Jesus gave this subject much emphasis, not only in His formal teaching but also in His perfect example. Every day the Lord Jesus Christ gave glory to His Father by going to Him constantly, continually in prayerfulness. Lord God, forgive us for our prayerlessness.

Remember, from the last two weeks, we’ve emphasized this prayer, in Matthew 6: as not being a formula or a meaningless repletion but a rather a template for our soulful consideration. It has been known by many as the Lord’s prayer. Even though the Lord gave it to His disciples it was to become the template for the disciples and true followers of Jesus Christ. So, we might more accurately refer to this prayer as the ‘Disciples Prayer.’ Let’s take a few minutes to review what we’ve learned so far:

· The Audience of Prayer. (Matthew 6:5,6) Not ourselves or each other but God. Praying to the Father, in the Name of the Son in the Power of the Holy Spirit. Biblical prayer includes all three members of the Trinity.
· The Content of Prayer. (Matthew 6:7,8) Not meaningless, vain repetitions but sincere, heartfelt praise, worship, and petitions in Jesus Name, for His eternal, sovereign glory.

· God’s Sovereign PURPOSE: (Matthew 6:9) The Glory of God. “In this manner, therefore, pray…”
· God’s Sovereign PATERNITY: (Matthew 6:9b) “Our Father.” There should be a family resemblance. We have the imprint of God Himself as our heavenly Father on our lives. 
· God’s Sovereign PRIORITY: (Matthew 6:9c) “Hallowed by Thy Name.” God’s name is to be hallowed because it is holy. We are not to blaspheme the name of God by not giving Him what is His due, as our High King of Heaven.
· God’s Sovereign PROGRAM: (Matthew 6:10a) “Thy Kingdom Come.” The kingdom is within us but is also anticipated as the literal thousand-year reign and rule of Christ on earth, as He will one day, (Soon we hope) be seated on the throne of King David. And He will rule the world with a rod of iron.
· God’s Sovereign PLAN: (Matthew 6:10b) “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We took great pains to paint a picture of how the will of God is carried out in heaven. It is instantaneous, joyful, worshipful obedience. This is what God expects and inspects from you and me in our lives as Christ ones and Christ followers.

1. God’s Sovereign PROVISION. (Matthew 6:11) “Give us this day, our daily bread.” As American Christians we want for very little. We work for our food, clothing, and shelter, and although things may be tight financially, few of us are starving. God has abundantly provided for our needs. It is easy to forget this, as we compare what we have to someone who has nothing. The Word of God teaches us, that ‘Godliness with contentment is great gain. For it is obvious (or at least should be) that we brought nothing into this world, and we will carry nothing out, so with food and clothing we should learn to be content. We need to learn contentment and then work at practicing contentment. The opposite of contentment is covetousness, the Tenth Commandment, literally, ‘the desire for more.’

Some might ask, why do we need to ask God for what we already have? Isn’t that a bit redundant? The Disciple’s Prayer is not just about what we say, as we speak our prayers to God the Father in heaven, but what our attitudes should be when we pray. We do believe, do we not, that all we have comes from God? That it is God who gives you a body, a mind, breath in our nostrils, the ability to work and earn a living? Literally, everything we have then, belongs to God, for He is the One who made it possible. Without God we would be on the streets begging for survival.
Bread is not just speaking of food but literally everything God provides for us so abundantly. When I ask you the question, “How’s Your Prayer Life?” A vital part of prayer is thankfulness. I Thessalonians 5:18 “In everything give thanks…”

When was the last time you gave thanks for even the smallest and seemingly insignificant things in your life? Wouldn’t it be reasonable to acknowledge God in all His provision and give Him the appropriate praise and thanks He so richly deserves? Let’s put it on a more human level. How often have you become annoyed, disappointed and a bit offended when in your work, day in and day out to do what is required of you without receiving any thanks whatsoever? If you have had that emotional response for those who have a seeming disregard for your work, raise your hands.

Let’s take a few minutes, right now, to give our Father thanks. To give God worship for all He has done for us. Let’s pray, what I like to call, “Pop-Corn prayers” where one after another we give Him thanks, no lag time, if a thought comes into your mind, speak it out in a prayer of praise and thanksgiving. The rest of us, we need to pray along with them. Agree with God in your heart when someone gives a prayerful thought. Let’s have a bunch of us, young people included, pray as the Holy Spirit leads you, in a concert of prayer. (Congregational Prayer)

Beloved, we need to do this daily. May I offer a suggestion? When in a conversation and the Holy Spirit brings to your attention what we’ve just talked about in giving God the thanks He deserves, why not just stop right there, and take the initiative to give God thanks in prayer. Watch what happens to people when you do this, reverently, worshipfully, proactively. We all get so caught up in our own heads and our own stuff we simply forget to remember all God has done. (Illustration of my 4Runner – almost daily I give thanks) Have you given thanks for the situation you find yourself in? Instead of grumbling, whining, complaining, why not take a moment and by faith give God thanks for that situation?

2. God’s Sovereign PARDON. (Matthew 6:12) “And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” This subject is a very big deal for all of us. We are to pardon others in the same manner God has pardoned us. And lest we get an attitude and think to ourselves that we shouldn’t have too because what was done to us is somehow more egregious than what we’ve done to God, we need to stop and take stock of what is reality. We have all sinned and as a result we have offended a holy God. He deserves our most sincere apology and if need be, our sincere repentance.

The word for “Debts” here in the Greek is the word, (Opheilema) used only five times in the New Testament. It refers to moral debt owed to God Himself. The Greek word for sin (Hamartia) means to miss the mark. A word picture is often used of a bullseye target and an archer who seeks to hit the mark, the bullseye. To miss the mark is to sin. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that offends the law of God for His creation.

Often, we hear another rendition of the “Disciples Prayer” when we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” The Greek word for trespass is a bit different than the word for debts, the actual word used here in the Disciples Prayer. Trespass (Paraptoma) is the sin of slipping or falling, having the idea of unintended carelessness rather than internal intentional disobedience. The Trespass Offering in the Old Testament was just that.

I often move from one use to another not realizing the distinctive meaning of the two words. When we sin is it slipping or falling away from the truth? Yes, but a better use of the intent of our Lord and Savior here would most definitely be an intended, heart attitude of rebellion. We are not trying to hit the mark and find our fingers slipping on the drawstring and the arrow missing the mark unintentionally. NO. We intend to miss the mark altogether. Those who come from an Anglican, Methodist, Episcopalian, or Catholic tradition use the term, “trespasses” other than debts. 

How so, why is that the case? Could it be our understanding of the sin of man is more slipping from the truth rather than a deliberate missing of the mark? Honestly, we have all missed the mark. Don’t you agree? Our sin comes from the original sin of Adam but it also, raises its ugly head in our deliberate sin we commit daily from hearts that are depraved, fallen and degenerate. When we come to faith in Christ, our hearts lie to us, the Word of God will always tell us the truth. (Jeremiah 17:9) This is one of many reasons we come to church. To hear the truth so we can make the course corrections necessary to stay in the truth and in fellowship with God and with one another.
Do you see your sin, your sins as debts, that need to be paid? Or do you see your sin as just an unfortunate slip up, unintentional, that we mean well, we try our best and we fail, we fall, we slip and slide around but our hearts are in the right place? Folks, this is serious business here. The first letter in the John Calvin’s “T.U.L.I.P.” is “Total Depravity. This is a key Biblical doctrine that if not understood correctly will lead to all kinds of egregious sin and potential heresy.

Because our greatest problem is our sin our greatest need is for God’s forgiveness. Are you able to see now how repugnant in the sight of God it is for us to insist on our right to withhold forgiveness from someone who has wronged us, and all the while forget to consider fully our offense before the High King of Heaven? Should God just overlook our debt? Should He forgive the debt altogether? Let’s take a moment to see what the Scriptures teach: (See Matthew 18:21-35)

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: I believe that is enough for this week. We’ve been given much to think about, to pray about, to meditate and muse over. What a shame to sit under Biblical teaching and then do nothing with it. A form of knowledge but denying its power. Was there ever a truer statement than that to define many of our Christian experiences? 

We want to not only bring it home by knowing and hearing the truth, but we also want to take it home, to make these eternal truths relevant and precious to our hearts and Christian experience. The Word of God reminds us that we will know the truth and the truth will set us free. Free from what exactly? Free from worry, free from perpetual unconfessed and unrepentant sin, free from oppression of the enemy, free from our selfish disposition left unchecked, free from bitterness and unforgiveness, free from an ungrateful and unthankful human heart.

Next time, Lord willing we will finish the Disciple’s prayer.

Shall we Pray the Disciples Prayer? 
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