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Bring it Home / Introduction: It does not get more relevant than this, today folks! All of life is made up of a series of questions and answers. People who think they have all the answers could not possibly know all the questions. The Lord Jesus Christ in His sovereign providence included this portion of Scripture we will be looking at this morning in His famous Sermon on the Mount. Only a handful of people there, among the possible thousands, understood or would come to understand what Jesus was speaking of. 

When we were children, we were filled with questions. And then when we became teenagers and young adults, we knew all the answers, or at least we thought we did. The older we get, if we have an ounce of wisdom, we realize that all we know is very little and we come to learn and understand what we do not know and understand. There should be a most definite increase in the humility factor the older we get. The older we get the more we know what we do not know. 

Do you remember the purpose of the Sermon on the Mount? It was to let everybody know, the expectations of the King for His kingdom. The kingdom of God is within us as believers, but it is also coming as believers increase in becoming salt and light in this world. What happened the other day in Texas was an unbelievable tragedy. It should bring a tear and a lump to everybody’s throat of the depths to which we have fallen as a nation and as a people. Here is a question for our hearts this morning: “What would possess a young man to do such a horrible and depraved thing as to shoot your grandmother in the face and then take twenty-one innocent lives in a cold-hearted slaughter?” Answer: Human depravity that had abandoned itself from the Person of God Himself. This becomes the inevitable consequence. Someone failed this young man in inculcating into his mind and heart a love for God and a deep appreciation for the sanctity of human life.

In the S.O.M. Jesus gave what He expected to be the standard for conduct, behavior, and attitude of the believer in His kingdom. (Matthew 6:33) Jesus spoke of the attitude we should have towards ourselves in going line by line, precept upon precept through the Be-Attitudes. Beginning with “Blessed are the poor in spirit…” Jesus spoke to the multitudes on morality in the kingdom, self-righteous religion to be abhorred and rejected in the kingdom. Jesus spoke of money and our possessions and beginning in chapter seven He begins to address how we are to treat one another. The first seven verses of chapter seven make it clear we are not to bear false witness against our neighbor. We are not to put ourselves in the place of God handing down a sentence of guilt on anyone’s life. We need to look to the log or splinter in our own eye before we start pointing out the speck in our brother’s eye.

In the section before us this morning Jesus is giving the positive, or productive side of our relationships with others. If verses one through six speak to the negative side of our treatment of others, verses seven through twelve speak to the positive attitude of the believer towards one another. Verse twelve, what many refer to as “The Golden Rule” is the peak of Mount Everest. Verses one through eleven are the climb to the summit. I borrow from the MacArthur New Testament Commentary in our outline this morning. Three reasons for obeying the command of God to love one another: God’s Promise, God’s Pattern and God’s Purpose demand it.

· Why Should We Love God? (See Matthew 22:34-40) How is this for an answer? Because God said so. That is reason enough. This, in essence, is the entire Law and the Prophets. The entirety of the Old and New Testament Scriptures is distilled in these two thoughts. Our love for God should affect and infect our love for others. Therefore, it is incongruent to say we love God and hate our brothers. 

· Why Should We Love Others? How is this for an answer? Because God said so. Life should not be as difficult as we make it. Hating one another gets us nowhere fast. It goes against our spiritual DNA as God re-created us. 
We are made to love God and to love others; to serve God and to serve our fellow man. Every breath we take is to be used in giving God glory through our lives, our actions, and our reactions. (I Corinthians 10:31) Here’s a peak at the end of today’s sermon: What God is asking of you, from you is virtually impossible left to ourselves. It is not will power of won’t power but Christ in us the hope of glory. 

Reason One: God’s Promise to His Children Demands It. (Matthew 7:7,8) Our Lord Jesus Christ left us a perfect of example of what He is demanding in His followers, in His eternal kingdom. We are to love as we have been loved, and we are to forgive as we have been forgiven. Beloved, listen to me here… there is absolutely no wiggle room to challenge God on this essential fundamental, bedrock principle. 

One commentator said that verses seven to eleven make a perfect bridge from the negative teaching of having a critical spirit towards others to having a positive attitude that practices the golden rule of loving others as we would want to be loved. Treating others as we would want to be treated. What people do to us is in a sense irrelevant. How we respond to them should be the very essence and aroma of Christ Himself, as if He were living His life out through ours, which of course He is.

This gets really interesting and incredibly practical for every one of us this morning. What is God’s promise here? That if we Ask, Seek, and Knock God will answer us. As I said at the beginning of the message, life is a series of asking questions and looking for answers. I would guess rightly here this morning that if I went around the room and asked the question to you to give me the one thing you are working though, the one thing you are diligently seeking an answer too, you would readily give me an answer. It might be relational, it may be financial, it may be work related, it may be a moral or ethical, whatever it is you are working through God is at hand ready and willing to hear our prayers. The Big Idea here is do not stop asking, do not stop seeking, do not ever stop knocking. What happens too much of the time with all of us is we have done just that. We have stopped asking, seeking, and knocking.

This great promise from our Lord is for us to persevere in our coming to Him. Life is too hard to do it without God. We are either not asking the right questions or we are asking them to the wrong people. Here is a heads up: The World, the Flesh and the Devil will not be able to give you the right answer. The reason why: Hint from the last two messages on Matthew 7:1-6, is because the world, the flesh and the devil are not on the level. The world, the flesh and the devil lie to us. Satan is a liar and the Father of lies. (See James 1:5-8)

The idea of Asking, Seeking and Knocking is a progression of intensity. If I have a question of immense importance to me for you, I will text you, message you, call you and leave a message. The message will be a distillation of my urgent question to you. If I cannot reach you, I will seek you out. I will do my utmost to try and locate you. And once I find you, I will come to where you are and start knocking on your door. When I look in your window and see you inside watching TV I am going to start banging on the door, on the windows until I get your attention. I need an answer, NOW! 

Now understand beloved, this is not some blank check to get whatever you want. Even though it seems to say just that. Remember the context. If we lack wisdom, we are to come boldly into the throne room of grace to receive an answer. Sometimes the answer is “NO.” Sometimes the answer is “WAIT.” Or “Not Now.” But do not stop Asking. Do not stop Seeking. Do not stop Knocking. Perseverance is highly valued by God. Faithfulness in Asking, Seeking, Knocking. (A Word on Prayer: I am so thankful for people who have faithfully, diligently, relentlessly persevered in prayer, even at times when it may seem the answer may never come, they keep on praying.) 

The Word of God exhorts for us to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. In the last days, the Bible tells us prophetically that there will be a fasting from knowing God’s Word. People will become apostate. The word means they will fall away from the faith and gather to themselves teachers who will tickle their ears and tell them what they want to hear. We should not be like little children who stop asking because we think we know what is going to be said before it is said. Having the Word of God dwell richly in us gives us a reservoir of information and of knowledge to know and understand the heart of God, the will of God, the way of God, and what delights God’s heart. 

Here is a provocative question: Do you find it easy, convenient to neglect a disciplined prayer life because you already think you know what God will say to you in response to your requests? If we are not being obedient, why would we want to pray and seek God’s face, understand God’s heart, and seek to accomplish His sovereign will? Obedience is better than sacrifice.

(See parallel account of Matthew 7:7-11 in Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8) From Got Questions online: “We do not always get immediate results when we pray. Our definition of swift justice is not the same as the Lord’s definition. The parable of the persistent widow demonstrates that effective prayer requires tenacity and faithfulness. A genuine disciple must learn that prayer never gives up and is based on absolute trust and faith in God. We can fully count on the Lord to answer when, where, and how He chooses. God expects us to keep on asking, seeking, knocking, and praying until the answers come. Disciples of Jesus are people of persistent faith.”

Do you understand now the promise of God for His children? Persistence in asking is highly valued of God. Unlike earthly fathers who get annoyed with our children’s incessant questions, our heavenly Father welcomes them. Many times, when we finally, eventually come to God to Ask, Seek or Knock we come with the wrong motives, we come with a sinful heart and walk, we come in disobedience to what God has already commanded for us and from us. The more I think and ponder on this section of scripture the more I am convinced a reasonable reason for our prayerlessness, a reason for us not coming, not asking, not seeking and not knocking is we already think we know what our heavenly Father is going to say about what we are doing, what we are thinking, the way we are living, and we simply don’t want to give up or turn away from our sin. What other earthly explanation could there be for a seeming complete disinterest in intimacy with our Heavenly Father in prayer? 

Reason Two: God’s Pattern for His Children Demands It. (Matthew 7:9-11) The pattern for our behavior is obvious, as it is shown here in these three verses. Our Lord Says it plainly, He is always on the level, “If you, then being evil…” He does not include Himself here, does He? Jesus was sinless. We are born in sin. We are fallen, depraved, haters of God, disobedient, rebellious. “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.” We are born of our father the devil, who is a liar, and the father of lies. We lie to ourselves. (Jeremiah 17:9) Jesus, argument is from the lesser to the greater. We are the lesser.

Consider the beauty of these words to your heart this morning. Verse eleven: “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who love Him.”   

(See the parallel passage in Luke 11:11-13) What father, ever, through the beginning of time has ever said, “I was a perfect Dad?” Every one of us as fathers, and mothers, for that matter, know we have failed to some measure in our parenting. Just like our fathers and mothers failed us, we all take the bitter pill of having failed in some measure our own children. Folks, listen, this is our highest calling to parent the next generation, to leave behind us not a legacy to ourselves but a legacy of the gospel. 

You, younger parents, ASK, SEEK, KNOCK. Ask for help, seek answers from older, godly men and women who have been where you are now. Knock on the doors of grandparents who know where they failed. Make it your aim and mission to learn from others. Do not fall into the arrogant pit of self-confidence that you cannot do anything wrong. The word of God gives a special admonition to fathers not to exasperate their children. No new parent knows how to do parenting flawlessly. It is not an innate part of our DNA. We are fallen and our parenting will be fallen and full of failure if we do not Ask, Seek and Knock. If this is true of parenting, it is also true of marriage. ASK, SEEK, KNOCK. Keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking. Keep looking for answers to life’s questions. Where you look for answers matters. The only source ‘On The Level’ is God’s Holy Word. (Psalm 119:11)

We are to love others for God’s promise demands it, God’s pattern demands it and now, God’s purpose demands it.

Reason Three: God’s Purpose for His Children Demands It. (Matthew 7:12) Have you ever wondered what your purpose was and is, for right here, right now? It is Matthew 22:37-40. To love God and to love others. You know that this is an impossibility, right? 
None of us can love God the way He demands it, and it is for certain that none of us can love others the way God demands it. Here then is the elephant in the room: the question which should now jump off the page in everybody’s minds: How do we love God the way He demands it? And how do we love others, the way He demands it? If it is an impossibility for us to be able to do it, how are we supposed to do the impossible? 

The Golden Rule is not so golden for many of us here this morning. Remember that gold ring, necklace, bracelet you got and then it turned green and left a mark on your skin? Fool’s gold is when we try and do the impossible with a fallen sin nature. Fool’s gold is seeking to please God in our flesh. The flesh, by the way, which hates God and is an enemy of God.

I have talked to folks that when confronted with that Biblical truth insist, they are not haters of God and they do not see themselves as an enemy of God, UNTIL they fully understand what God requires of every man, woman, and child: Perfection. Holiness. Purity. Love unfeigned and undefiled. 

Folks, Beloved, brothers and sisters in Christ, if it were possible to put this golden rule into practice in everybody’s thoughts, actions, and reactions, we would all be living in a perfect and sinless world. Every conflict is ultimately a violation of verse twelve. What Jesus proposed for His listeners here was an impossible expectation of and from His hearers. This could be the worst sermon ever preached by any preacher, if God in Christ was giving an expectation of behavior without giving the power to believe it, to be able to do it, to live it, to experience it. What are we talking about here?

MacArthur writes, “How we treat others is not to be determined by how we EXPECT them to treat us, or by how we THINK they should treat us, but rather by how we WANT them to treat us. Herein is the heart of the principle, an aspect of the general truth that is not found in similar expressions in other religions and philosophies.” (See MacArthur NT Commentary, pages 447,448)   

Back to the beginning of the Sermon this morning: “All of life is made up of a series of questions and answers.” Here is a few more to consider before we close this morning. (See Martyn Lloyd Jones the S.O.M. page 199,200)

(See Philippians 1:6-11, 2:12,13; Colossians 1:29) It is God Himself that must be the reservoir for loving Him and loving others. The vehicle He uses to help us do that is called, ‘The Helper.’ (See Luke 16:7-15,24) The power source we have to plug in to is the Holy Spirit.

Take it Home / Moment of Decision: Providentially, Next Week is Pentecost Sunday, the message title: “Who is the Holy Spirit?” Do not miss it beloved. The Christian life is designed by God to be impossible without Him. Ephesians 5:18 is a verse every believer should memorize. “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation, but be filled with the Holy Spirit?” For what reason? So, you can keep on asking, keep on seeking and keep on knocking. For everyone who asks in the Spirit receives, and everyone who seeks in the Spirit finds, and everyone who knocks, in the Spirit, the door will be opened. 

What questions are you asking this morning, and have you gone to God to ask them?

Shall we Pray?
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